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Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the ESSATI SALE, the 
decision’s made so much easier 


Our top of the range electric 'remote controlled' insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door -operated by hand held 'keyring' handset is 
currently reduced from a RRP of €2250 - to an amazing £799 

inc VAT & fitting. 


NOW JUST£799! 


INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTING 



♦ Remote Control & keyring handset 

♦ Includes free internal manual override,; 

+ All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 

♦ White as standard, other colours available - ask for details 

♦ Extremely secure auto-locking system 

♦ Full 12 month warranty# Bottom rubber weatherseal 

♦ Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6" wide 

♦ Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 


CALL 01245 396910 


This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website do es not include free fitting 
To benefit from this offer you should call: 01245 396910 


www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 
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Upcoming polling days 
seem to be poles apart 


IN LESS than two weeks time we will 
be heading to the polling booths for a 
vote where the main challenge for 
the candidates appears not just to 
raise awareness of the fact they are 
bidding for office, but that there’s an 
election actually taking place. 

Because try as they might to 
heighten its profile, the reality is that 
the second police and crime commis¬ 
sioner election is hardly setting the 
world on fire. 

And, as a consequence, it is hard 
not to imagine we are staring down 
the barrel of another low 
turnout gun. 

This week, we aim to give 
you, at the very least, a 
sound starting point for you 
to not only engage in the 
process, and a fair idea as to 
what the role involves, but 
also a broad overview of all 
the main candidates. 

Of course, you 
may read it and jiJ 
still not be 
convinced it’s 



worthy of you turning out on May 5 
to place a vote. But, as ever, just 
remember that if you don’t vote and 
you don’t like who triumphs, well, 
you only have yourself to blame. 

June’s EU referendum does not, of 
course, suffer from the same 
problem. But while the PCC elections 
can be clarified if you devote 10 
minutes to it, the issue of staying in 
or out is based on so many variables 
the hard and fast facts we all demand 
would appear simply not to exist. 

And that has made for a very messy 
campaign where each day brings 
with it another clump of mud 
being flung between the 
opposing camps. There is a 
danger of it all becoming 
rather undignified...assum¬ 
ing, of course, it hasn’t already 
toppled over into just that. 

As ever, don’t hesitate in 
letting us know your 

views on the issues. 
See our letters 
page for all the 
details. 


■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, Gate House, 1 Farringdon Street, London, EC4M 7LG, or via complaints@ipso. 
co.uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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Open 'Auditions 


Wednesday 4tli May 




An amateur Youth Musical by kind permission of Josef Weinberger 


Brook Theatre, 5 The Brook, Chatham, ME4 4SE 
5.00pm - 6.00pm 8-12 years old 
6.00pm - 7.00pm 13 - 21 years old 

Saturday 7th May 

Chatham Grammar for Girls, Chatham, ME5 7EH 

2.00pm - 3.30pm 8-12 years old 
3.30ptn - 5.00pm 13-21 years old 

You only need attend one audit ion. 

A Show Fee H Payable IVy All Siu eesslul Applicai 
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Wilson: I’ll ride into the 
sunset after PCC ruling 



By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


CONTROVERSIAL property tycoon 
Fergus Wilson has lost his bid to 
stand for the role of Kent’s police 
and crime commissioner. 

He was barred from running for 
the £85,000-a-year position earlier 
this month when his nomination 
papers were rejected by the 
electoral returning officer Nadeem 
Aziz of Dover District Council for 
failing to having completed the 
necessary legal steps. 

The rules claim the poll card 
numbers and signatures of 100 
registered electors must be 
submitted by hand, which Mr 
Wilson failed to do in time. 

He then applied for a judicial 
review at the High Court on 
Thursday, but a ruling was made 
in favour of the council. 

As a result, Mr Wilson was 
ordered to pay £20,000 in costs, 
although the council was also 
required to find £6,000. 

“I’m going to ride off into the 
sunset,” Mr Wilson told KoS. “I 
would have liked the job but I’m 
nearly 68, so in four years I’ll be too 
old to run so it was my last chance. 


“What it has shown is that 
election law has a short timetable 
and how difficult it is for an 
independent to run, without that 
political machine behind you. 

“This has cost me money but 
also £6,000 for the taxpayer.” 

Mr Wilson insisted that he has 
still been receiving messages of 
support in recent weeks, with some 
threatening to stage a boycott of 
the May 5 election in protest at the 
decision. 


“I wish all the candidates all the 
luck in the world,” he said. 

“But it’s unfortunate that a 
number of people have indicated 
they intend to boycott the election. 

“They vote for the person not the 
politics, and people might wonder 
in the coming months ‘what would 
have happened if Fergus got in?”’ 

Mr Aziz said: “We can confirm 
that Mr Justice Cranston has 
refused permission for Mr Wilson 
to apply for judicial review in the 


High Court. 

“The election will now proceed 
with the six candidates validly 
nominated appearing on the ballot 
paper.” 

Mr Wilson and his wife Judith, 
who live in Maidstone, are in the 
process of selling their £250million 
property portfolio. 

■ See pages 19-24 for extended 
profiles of each of the confirmed 
candidates running for the PCC 
position. 


Transformer 'the size of a 
house' to close the A20 


Police fined £80,000 for 
passing sensitive phone 
data to suspect officer 


KENT Police has been hit with an 
£80,000 fine after sensitive personal 
details of a woman who had accused 
her partner, a police officer, of domestic 
abuse were passed to the suspect. 

The Information Commissioner’s 
Office (ICO) said the force had failed 
to “take seriously” the need to keep 
personal details secure. 

The accused’s solicitor was handed 
the entire contents of the complain¬ 
ant’s mobile phone. An ICO investi¬ 
gation was subsequently launched 
and Kent Police found to have 
contravened the Data Protection Act 
and handed the fine. 

Stephen Eckersley, ICO head of 
enforcement, said: “Kent Police was 
investigating a serious matter yet the 
need to take proper care of the personal 
details they were entrusted with does 
not appear to have been taken seriously. 

“This fine should serve as a 
warning to other forces that it is vital 
they have robust measures in place 
to protect individuals’ personal data 
and guard against such inappropri¬ 


ate disclosures.” 

The complainant had given her 
phone to Kent Police because it 
contained a video recording she said 
supported her accusation against her 
partner, who was a police officer. 

Her phone also contained lots of 
other files, with sensitive personal 
data including text messages and 
family photographs. 

The officer was subject to a 
professional standards investigation 
by Kent Police into misconduct. 

The force sent the officer’s solicitor 
the data contained in the woman’s 
mobile phone by mistake in advance 
of the misconduct hearing. The 
solicitor then disclosed the informa¬ 
tion to his client. 

A spokesperson for Kent Police 
said: “When the data breach became 
apparent Kent Police referred itself to 
the Information Commissioner and 
fully cooperated with the investiga¬ 
tion. As soon as the breach was 
identified a new standard operating 
procedure was implemented.” 


MOTORISTS are being warned of 
disruption on the roads overnight 
on Monday as a huge electricity 
transformer - the size of a house - is 
taken, by road, from a substation in 
Sellindge to Dover docks. 

The A20 will be closed from the 
junction with the B2011 to the York 
Street roundabout between 9pm 
on Monday and 5am on Tuesday. 

The transformer is being 


A CHATHAM man who ran 
brothels across the county by 
forcing Lithuanian women to work 
as prostitutes has been jailed for 
three-and-a-half years. 

Tomas Ziemys, 31, of High Grove 
Road, was arrested after araidona 
suspected brothelinStroodin October. 

As a result of the investigation 
three Lithuanian women were 
identified by police as being 


shipped to Germany for essential 
maintenance. 

It is being transported on a 
specialist vehicle over 75 metres 
long and 5.6 metres wide. 
Travelling at a speed of approxi¬ 
mately 12mph the transformer will 
also have a police escort to ensure 
the delivery goes smoothly. 

After reaching Dover it will be 
shipped to Nuremburg. 


illegally trafficked into the county 
and forced to work as prostitutes. 

Ziemys was identified as being 
involved in an organised criminal 
network using the internet to recruit 
women in Lithuania to work in the 
UK, and managed the brothels. 

He was sentenced to 42 months 
behind bars after being found 
guilty following a trial at Maidstone 
Crown Court on Thursday. 


Brothel manager starts jail 
term for hiring hookers 
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Duo conned 95-year-old and stole £60 in cash 


TWO women have been jailed after posing as charity 
workers to steal from the home of a 95-year-old. 

Kelly Jeffery 32, formerly of Duncan Road, Gilling¬ 
ham, and Rebecca Lee, 34, of no fixed address, tricked 
their way into the property in the Shakespeare Road 
area of Gillingham, before making off with £60 cash 
from their victim’s handbag. 


Both pleaded guilty to burglary and were sentenced 
to 27 months’ imprisonment each when they appeared 
at Maidstone Crown Court earlier this week. 

Det Con Aaron Chapman said: “Kelly Jeffery and 
Rebecca Lee targeted a vulnerable woman in her own 
home and should feel thoroughly ashamed of them¬ 
selves for their actions.” 


Anger grows over police 
delay on gang sex attack 
revelations at Bluewater 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


POLICE investigating a gang sex at¬ 
tack in a car park at shopping centre 
Bluewater have looked to reassure 
the public after wild rumours start¬ 
ed to spreading across social media. 

It follows an incident, only re¬ 
vealed this week, where a woman in 
her 20s was attacked between 
6.30pm and 9pm on Sunday, March 
6 - Mother’s Day - at the hugely pop¬ 
ular complex. 

Police have defended the decision 
to wait so long to reveal the details 
claiming they had swiftly identified 
the suspects. 

Police said 11 people, aged be¬ 
tween 16 and 22, had been arrested 
and released on bail with conditions 
- one of which has since been re¬ 
leased without charge. 

But it stressed it was being treated as 
an isolated incident and no other inci¬ 
dents are being finked to the offence. 

In addition it confirmed all 11 ar¬ 
rested men are from Kent and none 



SHOCK: Bluewater 

are Muslim - as some reports have 
suggested. 

A spokesman said: “We appreciate 
the public concern in relation to this 
incident but would like to reassure 
members of the public that we have 


made arrests and at this stage we are 
not looking for anyone else in con¬ 
nection with the case. 

“A full investigation is under way 
and work to gather evidence contin¬ 
ues, but if anyone has any informa¬ 
tion that they have not brought to 
our attention we would encourage 
them to do so.” 

A spokesman for Bluewater, 
which is the fourth largest shopping 
centre in the UK, said: “Kent Police is 
investigating an incident that took 
place in a Bluewater car park. 

“From day one this has been a po¬ 
lice matter and therefore we can’t 
and don’t comment on an ongoing 
investigation. 

“The safety and well-being of our 
staff and guests is our highest priority. 
Bluewater’s security procedures are 
regularly reviewed and tested, and we 
have a 24-hour security team and 
dedicated on-site Kent Police officers. 

“As well as extensive CCTV across 
the whole of Bluewater, our car 
parks are patrolled and we have se¬ 
curity vehicles that provide a further 
visible presence.” 



Teacher guilty 
of relationship 
with pupil, 16 

A 27-year-old female teacher has 
pleaded guilty to a sexual relationship 
with a 16-year-old student she first met 
when he was just 13. 

Lauren Cox, of Hazelwood Heights, 
Oxted, appeared at Croydon Crown 
Court on Wednesday. 

She pleaded guilty to five counts of 
sexual activity with a child under 18 in a 
position of trust. He was a pupil at the 
Bromley secondary school she worked at. 

Cox first met the child in 2012 just 
weeks after starting a job at the school 
and the victim said they formed a close 
relationship. 

She began a sexual relationship with 
the teenager in January 2015, meeting 
after school and during school holidays 
- even sending him explicit photographs 
and videos of herself. 

But in August 2015 the student ended 
the relationship after his parents found 
out. When Cox continued to message 
the boy, his parents informed the 
headmaster of the school. 

She will return to court on May 19 for 
sentencing. 

PC Laura Davies said: “Cox groomed 
the boy which went on to sexual abuse. 
The abuse has had an extremely adverse 
effect on the boy. She displayed dismiss¬ 
ive arrogance to the seriousness of the 
allegations against her.” 


Shakespeare design 
for Hampton Court 

A LANDSCAPING company is to unveil a special 
garden at the Hampton Court Flower Show to 
mark the 400th anniversary of the birth of William 
Shakespeare. 

Hythe Garden Landscapes is working on the 
garden now for its official unveiling at the Royal 
Horticulture Society’s showpiece event in July 

Shakespeare’s 400th anniversary was this 
Saturday. The garden has been designed by 
using a wide range of plants from Dungeness. 

It takes inspiration from Shakespeare’s emo¬ 
tional Sonnet 60, which compares the passage of 
human life to the onward movement of waves 
rushing to the seashore. 

Designer Mark Whyte said: “We have enabled 
people to get involved in our garden by offering 
their own words of wisdom for the generations 
that follow. Messages can be tweeted to our 
Twitter account and some will become part of 
our show garden and displayed on the great 
wave.” 


Windsurfer saved in 
dramatic rescue bid 

LIFEBOAT crews had to save the life of a windsurfer 
after he got into trouble off the Thanet coast on 
Wednesday. 

Coastguards were alerted when people on shore 
became concerned about a windsurfer who 
appeared to be struggling in blustery weather 
conditions off Minnis Bay. 

Margate’s RNLI inshore lifeboat initially located a 
windsurfer with the same coloured sail, assumed to 
be the one concerned. 

However the public kept sight of the windsurfer in 
trouble and could spot him sitting on his board. 

Life crews found him almost a mile off shore. 

He had become exhausted and realising he was in 
difficulties was attempting to reach an offshore 
sandbank. 

Paul Hodson, Margate lifeboat operations manager, 
said: ‘ ‘This gentleman owes his life to those ashore 
who spotted his predicament and persevered in 
ensuring the lifeboat was able to locate him and 
ensure his safe return to shore.’ ’ 


Jail term after cops 
find cannabis factory 

A HUSBAND and wife who were involved in a 
cannabis factor at their home in Thanet have been 
sentenced. 

MarkHandford, 41, of the High Street, Manston, had 
pleaded guilty to the production of 150 cannabis 
plants and stealing electricity. 

Appearing at Canterbury Crown Court he was 
sentenced to a four-year jail term. 

His wife, Nichola Handford, 41, denied the charges 
but pleaded guilty to allowing the premises to be 
used for the production of cannabis, which the court 
accepted. She was given an eight-month sentence 
suspended for two years and ordered to carry out 
120 hours of unpaid work. 

Police discovered the drugs when they searched 
the property on December 1. 

PC Paul Marsh said: ‘ ‘The electricity meter in the 
house had been bypassed so the electrical equip¬ 
ment used to grow the cannabis could be used 
without being charged for. Electricity costing £662.18 
had been used.” 
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RIP: Keith Ferrin was deputy under Sandy Bruce-Lockhart’s leadership 


TRIBUTES have been paid to Keith Ferrin, a 
former deputy leader of Kent County Coun¬ 
cil, who has died at the age of 70. 

The long-serving Conservative was first 
elected as a councillor when he served on 
Gillingham Borough Council in 1975. 

He was elected to Kent County Council in 
1977 and was to become one of its longest 
serving members. 

He was deputy leader from 1997 to 2001 
and served as cabinet member for the envi¬ 
ronment, highways and waste during a ca¬ 
reer which stretched for 37 years. 

KCC leader Paul Carter said: “Keith made 
a massive contribution to the running of 
KCC over many years, being the architect 
and instigator of many significant beneficial 
changes, particularly after the 1997 election 
when the Conservatives regained control of 
the authority, being the deputy leader under 
Lord Sandy Bruce-Lockhart’s leadership. 

“Keith held many key cabinet posts and 
will be particularly remembered for his work 
in adult social care and the introduction of 
direct payments for clients.” 

Mr Ferrin was born and bred in Leicester¬ 
shire before attending Leeds University 
where he met his wife Lynn - a GP whose 


surgery is based in Rainham. 

He moved to Kent almost 40 years ago af¬ 
ter being transferred a week before he was 
married. They have two sons and four grand¬ 
children. 

His interest in politics began at university, 
where he first became a member of the Con¬ 
servative Party. Over the years he held many 
offices in the party, spending eight years as a 
constituency association chairman. 

He was the Kent and Medway Area chair¬ 
man from 2007 until October 2010 and in 


September 2010 he became a member of 
the Conservative Party’s south east region 
committee. 

Over the years he held positions of re¬ 
sponsibility in every area covered by KCC 
except planning. 

In 1988, he was awarded the MBE for po¬ 
litical and public service in the Queen’s 
Birthday Honours. 

A memorial service will take place at St 
Margaret’s Church in Rainham on May 9 
and 2pm. 


Corner House all set 
for city expansion 

AWARD-winning restaurant The Corner House in 
Minster is to open a new restaurant in Canterbury 
in June. 

The Corner House Canterbury will be in the 
site of the Flying Horse pub on Dover Street. 

It will provide 50 covers and have three en suite 
guest rooms upstairs. 


Uni site's topping out 

WORK on a £26million new building at the 
University of Kent’s Canterbury campus reached 
a key stage on Thursday as a topping out ceremo¬ 
ny took place. 

The Parkwood Road building will house 
students and staff of the Kent Business School and 
school of mathematics. It is expected to be ready 
by early 2017, 



Tributes paid to KCC’s Keith 
Ferrin who has died aged 70 

By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


Radio 1DJ run event 
pulled for poor sales 


A CHARITY run to raise awareness of breast 
cancer in young people has been cancelled after 
it failed to sell tickets. 

Radio 1 DJ Greg James was due to play a set to 
participants, as part of a ‘silent disco dash’ on May 
22 at Paddock Wood’s Hop Farm. 

Runners would have worn headphones and 
listened to the star while taking part in a 5k or 10k 
event. 



kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


East 


Week ending April 24,2016 7 





























Kentnews.co.uk... Kentnews.co.uk... Kentnews.co.uk... Kentnews.co.uk... 



Driver jailed for two years 
for killing popular builder 



A 29-year-old man from Bromley 
has been sentenced to two years in 
prison for causing the death of a 
man on the Romney Marsh by 
careless driving. 

Grant Powell (pictured), of 
Oldstead Road, Bromley, was 
sentenced at Canterbury Crown 
Court having pleaded guilty to the 
charge at an earlier hearing. 

He was also disqualified from 
driving for three years and will be 
required to take an extended 
driving test. 

He was arrested in Newchurch 
Lane, Newchurch, on April 28 last 
year. He had driven the Mercedes 
Sprinter van he was driving for a 
delivery company, head-on with a 
Mazda 5 car being driven by 67-year- 
old Bryn Davies, a building contractor 
from Speldhurst Close in Ashford. 


He took his eyes off the road 
while using a hands-free phone. 

Debbie Davies, one of the victim’s 
daughters, said: “My Dad was a 
people-magnet, a man that 
everyone who ever met him loved. 


“It is very hard to accept that he 
has gone because of someone’s 
careless actions. We hope today 
brings us not only justice but also a 
little bit of closure. It has been a 
nightmare of a year.” 


Cathedral farewell to the 
victim of Vietnam tragedy 


HUNDREDS attended Canter¬ 
bury Cathedral this week to bid 
farewell to a former Royal Nay 
sailor who died in a waterfall 
tragedy in Vietnam. 

The memorial service was in 
honour of Christian Sloan, 25, 
from Deal. He, along with two 
women, died in February after 
taking a tour at the Datanla 
waterfalls in Lam Dong 
province - a popular tourist 
spot. 

The circumstances surround¬ 
ing the incident are still 
unclear. Mr Sloan was believed 
to be water sliding. 

A family member told KoS 
that an investigation was still 
ongoing. 

This week, loved ones paid 
tribute to the man they knew as 
‘the Legend’ in a service at the 
cathedral, where more than 


500 people were in attendance. 

“It was a fantastic service,” 
the family member said. 

“The place was nearly full 
which just showed the popular¬ 
ity of the chap.” 

Following a cremation at 
Barham, several hundred 
friends and family members 
also attended an event at the 
Welfare Club, Cowdray Square, 
Deal, after the cathedral service, 

A fundraising page aimed to 
generate £2,000 in his memory 
- and that target was comfort¬ 
ably reached just days before 
the service. 

“All monies raised will be 
shared between charities close 
to Christian’s heart, to enable 
Christian’s caring nature to live 
on through helping others,” his 
sister, Katie-Leigh Cottrell, 
confirmed. 


Flocking for land lesson 

NEARLY 3,000 pupils from 47 of the county’s 
primary schools will be heading to the Kent 
Showground in Detling on May 5 for a free 
one-day event aimed at educating young 
children in farming, the countryside and 
healthy eating. The Living Land event is not 
open to the public. 


Dog saved from blaze 

FIREFIGHTERS rescued a dog from a house 
fire started by an unattended candle in 
Shoreham on Thursday night 
Crews were called to Mildmay Place at 
7.33pm. 

The pet was given oxygen therapy. The 
house was left severely damaged. 


Cobbs Wood plans bid 

PLANS have been submitted to redevelop 
the former Rimmel factory site at Cobbs 
Wood Industrial Estate in Ashford, creating 
the prospect of nearly 200 new jobs in the 
borough. Derelict since 2007 when it was 
destroyed by fire, plans include a number of 
warehouse units. 


Eurostar for Euro 2016 

EUROSTAR has announced a dedicated 
train for the England versus Wales crunch 
Euro 2016 game on June 16. 

The service will stop at both Ebbsfleet 
and Ashford before heading to Lille where 
fans can pick up a connecting service. 
Tickets went on sale earlier this week. 
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Vote for 

Henry BOLTON OBE 
% on 5 th May 2016 & 



www.henrvbolton.org 

f Henry Bolton - 1 HBoltonAPCC 


About Henry BOLTON: 

• Former Army Officer 

• Former Police Officer 

• Head of the International Police in Central 
Croatia 

• UK bi-lateral organised crime, strategic 
security reform and intelligence adviser to the 
Macedonian Minister of Interior 

• Head of border security programmes for the 
world's largest security organisation, the 
Organisation for Security & Cooperation in 
Europe, and its 56 governments 

• Described as one of the world's leading experts 
on border management strategies 

• District Governor for the United Nations 

• Refugee Crisis Management Adviser to the 
Albanian Prime Minister's Office 

• Head of International Ceasefire Operations in 
Skopje, Macedonia 

• Served 27 months in Helmand, Afghanistan 

• OBE for services to international security 

• Police award for outstanding bravery 


Promoted by: Frank McKenna, 52b Broadmead Rd, Folkestone, Kent, CT19 5AP on behalf of Henry Bolton of the UK independence Party, The Grand, The Leas, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2LR 
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Top Three Stories 



1. Missing man's birthday 

Family of Brian Smart mark his special day 


2. Shop robber took £10k 

Richard Campbell jailed for 16 years 

3. Nine years for rapist 

James Bedingfield dragged victim up stairs 


The Essential Guide: 



.to the Dartford Crossing 


Everything you need to know about congestion 
and the Dart Charge 



FEATURED PHOTO GALLERY: After his death was announced this week, we looked back 
at Prince’s only ever UK festival performance - which came in front of 30,000 people at Paddock 
Wood’s Hop Farm. 


Missed last week’s...? 

...YOU can read the paper online via our e-Edition at 

www. kentne ws. co.uk 


DON’T worry if you struggle 
to pick up a copy of Kent on 
Sunday, or missed a copy. 

You can access our exten¬ 
sive archive, online, through 
our website kentnews.co.uk. 
You can read the full paper, 
download articles you partic¬ 
ularly enjoy, and take a walk 


back through time with an ar¬ 
chive which stretches back 
years. 

And the best of it all, is that 
it’s all free to access. Plus, 
don’t forget, we provide a full 
news service throughout the 
week, to supplement your 
weekend read. 



Top Three Blogs 



1. Hard not to shed a tear 


Looking back at Prince’s musical legacy 

2. Time to take a step back? 

A look at the ups and downs of gambling 

3. Prison reform is brave 

Why this is a step in the right direction 


Results of the KoS 
Online Poll 

How will you celebrate 
the Queen's birthday? 

i I’m organising a street party -19% 
|£J I’m attending a street party -19% 



follow us on Twitter @kosmedia and on Facebook.com/KentonSunday 



I’m celebrating in London - 3% 
Q| I don’t like the Royal Family - 59% 



Scrap cars collected free of charge 

• End of life vehicles purchased • All grades of iron & steel 
purchased • Richborough Road, Sandwich, Kent CT13 9JE 
01304 617733 (Non-ferrous department) 


MINIMUM DM PRICE m per tonne 
CMB th ©tuMUL® (1©© [per tonne 

Non-ferrous metal prices applicable at John Butcher Brothers, Canterbury 


• Uniform prices paid at both depots • 



Fantastic Coach 
Holiday Offer: 

Paignton 4 days £115 

It’s true. Now you can enjoy a 
wonderful break in Paignton for a very 
special price this May... 

There are no ‘catches’ - just a great 
deal - even the lovely days out are free - 
here’s the full details... 

Day 1: You’ll arrive at your hotel late afternoon 
to a warm welcome and refreshments. 

Day 2: A full day out today as we head west - 
leaving Devon behind as we cross the River 
Tamar into Cornwall and visit two beautiful 
coastal villages. Polperro and Looe 

Day 3: A trip to the picturesque fishing Port of Brixham. We return to Paignton this 
afternoon so you can spend some time in your resort. 

Day 4: We leave for home after a last, hearty ‘Torbay Court’ breakfast 
Torbay Court Hotel, Paignton 

Just a few minutes walk from the Seafront in a quiet cul-de-sac 
next to a pleasant public garden. Also within easy reach of 
Paignton Zoo. Major refurbishment now complete. Regular 
evening entertainment. 56 ensuite guest rooms. Lift to all 
floors. 

Departs; Friday 13th Mav £115 

Price includes: 3 nights accommodation with 3-course dinner 

and full choice breakfast plus all coach travel trips out as shown. Price pp based on 2 sharing. 

Single Supp £19 

Call to book or book online: GBTOURS @ 0151 652 2222 www.gbtours.com 

32 years of great-value coach trips. ABTOT Bonded 5076 



This coach departs: Margate - 
Broadstairs - Ramsgate - Canterbury 
- Ashford - Maidstone and then to 
Paignton 

No changing coaches, no endless 
pick-ups. Same coach, same driver 
throughout your holiday - always 
with GBTours. 
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SEASIDE COACH HOLIDAYS 


BOURNEMOUTH RUNNER from £199pp* 


Enjoy 4 nights in Bournemouth on a 
half board basis in 2016. 

Arrival date: SINGLE DOUBLE 

15th May 16 £250 £480 

18th Jul 16 £265 £505 

V___ 



^EASTBOURNE FLYER 

from £190pp* 

Enjoy 4 nights in Eastbourne 



on a half board basis in 2016. 



Arrival date: SINGLE DOUBLE 

TO. -J 1 


4th Sept 16 £260 £490 

J 


V 


J 


NEWQUAY EXPRESS from £425pp* 




15th July 16 

4 

£425 

£645 

8th Aug 16 

5 

£510 

£845 

6th Sep 16 

4 

£480 

£795 



Short breaks and holidays in Newquay on a half board basis. 

Arrival date: NTS SGL DBL 

12th May 16 4 80L05OUT 

9th Jun 16 8 £480 £785 


TORQUAY TORNADO from £240pp* 


Relax with 4 nights in beautiful Torquay on a half board basis in 2016. 

Arrival date: SINGLE DOUBLE 

28th April 16 £240 £450 

9th Sept 16 £260 £495 

V___ J 



LEAVING ON A JET PLANE? 



MARGATE 

RAMSGATE 

BROADSTAIRS 

BIRCHINGTON 

WESTGATE 

SANDWICH 

DEAL 

DOVER 

FOLKESTONE 

HERNE BAY 

WHITSTABLE 

FAVERSHAM 

CANTERBURY 

ASHFORD 

Heathrow 

gatwick 




Get there with no drama, hassle, 
fuss or parking. Simply book a 
seat on our shuttle and board at 
one of our pick-up points. 


[ travelling alone? 

£40pp/single £75pp/return 

going together? 

£65pp/single £120pp/return 


Call 01843 823007 / 01843 823700 
or visit www.connections4you.net 

Airport Connections 


Airport Connections 


Call 01843 823007 / 01843 823700 
or visit www.connections4you.net 
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MODERN : The Centre Hospitalier de Calais boasts more than 500 beds with the majority in private rooms. Spare capacity means it can slash waiting lists for those in east Kent 

Say ‘oui’ to Calais option, says 
first NHS patient who cut queue 

Tom Pyman speaks to Timothy Brierley, 54, who took advantage of a deal with French health chiefs 


T HE first British patient to 
be treated in Calais on the 
NHS under a pioneering 
deal between Kent and 
French health authorities 
says he would “thoroughly recom¬ 
mend” the experience to others. 

Timothy Brierley, a civil servant 
from Lyminge, near Folkestone, made 
history last weekend as he travelled 
across the Channel to undergo a stan¬ 
dard gall bladder removal procedure. 

The surgery was performed follow¬ 
ing the signing of a contract in Janu¬ 
ary between the modern new Centre 
Hospitalier de Calais and the South 
Kent Coast Clinical Commissioning 
Group (CCG) after the hospital made 
a bid to provide services at the end of 
last year. 

The CCG is responsible for health 
care in the area. 

The hospital currently has spare 
capacity after being built with a view 
to Calais’ population increasing over 
the coming years. 

The decision, taken to help cut 
down waiting times for patients at 
the likes of the William Harvey in 
Ashford, Kent & Canterbury and 
QEQM in Margate - which currently 
stand at several months due to over¬ 
whelming demand - was slammed by 
the trade union, Unison, which de¬ 
scribed the move as “barking”. 

However, Mr Brierley, 54, said the 
experience was “completely stress- 
free” and encouraged others to follow 
suit. 

He told KoS: “I was in hospital at 
the William Harvey in September, 
and after six days I was discharged 


and told I’d need a minor procedure 
to have gall stones removed. 

“But there was an 18-week waiting 
list to have it done. 

“I heard nothing and chased the 
hospital who then told me there 
would be no prospect of having the 
surgery before July.” 

Mr Brierley’s French-speaking 
wife, Kelly, had heard about the deal 
with Calais and so the couple began 
to explore the possibility. 

His local GP had not heard of the 
scheme, but referred him to the CCG, 
who in turn gave him a date to go 
over to Calais and discuss options, 
which he did on March 17. 

“It was all set up nicely for me,” the 
father-of-three said as he arrived at 
the French hospital. 

“Someone met me in the reception 
straight away and took me up to see 
the surgeon, who told me there and 
then he could do any subsequent 
Monday or Friday. 

“I was on leave from work for two 
weeks so that was ideal, really. 

“It was probably no more than five 
weeks from when I was first referred 
to actually having the operation - 
and in France they say that’s a long 
time, so I anticipate it will actually 
get even quicker.” 

Under these plans, the NHS will 
pay for treatment but patients will 
pay for their own travel costs. 

After a 10 minute trip to the tun¬ 
nel, 35 minutes across the Channel 
and then another 10 minutes from 
arriving in France to the hospital, his 
journey from front doorstep to the re¬ 
ception barely lasted an hour. 


Mr Brierley admitted it most likely 
would have taken him longer to trav¬ 
el to London. 

When he went over for the day in 
March, a cheap return on P&O cost 
just £29, though when he travelled 
for surgery last week it cost closer to 
£ 100 . 

The process appears cheap and 
convenient, but Mr Brierley emphati¬ 
cally stated that it didn’t mean there 
was a compromise made on the qual¬ 
ity of care provided. 

“I’d say the facilities there were 
comparable to private treatment in 
the UK,” he said. “The place was spot¬ 
less and the staff were excellent. 

“I got my own room, complete with 
a fridge and a bathroom, as well as 
access to television and internet. 

“My wife was also able to stay for 
just€8 anight. 

“I’m lucky because both of us speak 
a bit of French but for others there 
wouldn’t be a language barrier at all. 

“I think all of the staff are well- 
trained in English too because they 
all seemed willing to make the effort. 

“The whole experience was com¬ 
pletely stress-free. 

“I was more than happy to be their 
guinea pig and I’d thoroughly recom¬ 
mend others do the same.” 

French businessman, Thaddee Se- 
gard, who lives in the port town, at¬ 
tended a CCG meeting in Dover with 
two Calais surgeons prior to Mr Brier- 
ley’s arrival, to iron out details for the 
developing trend of patients being 
treated in France. 

“The spirit is as high as ever and we 
are setting a pace for a cross border 


DELIGHTED: Timothy Brierley 

relationship that will last not two 
months, not even for two years, but 
for 10 years on,” he said. 

“Everyone is in full agreement, this 
an extremely innovative and well 
thought programme which is meant 
to help the NHS to reduce their wait¬ 
ing time for the benefit of the patients. 

“We have all the good reasons to 
work together on that field, just like 
any other potential fields such as 
cross-border housing.” 

The relationship between Kent and 
France appears to be a booming one, 
with Medway CCG announcing last 
week that it was considering drafting 
in doctors and nurses from Calais to 
help ease crippling demand in the dis¬ 
trict and beyond. 

However, a spokesperson insisted 
discussions were at a preliminary 
stage, no decisions had been defini¬ 


tively made, and that the use of clini¬ 
cal staff from across the Channel was 
only one of a number of options cur¬ 
rently being discussed. 

Labour councillor Mike Eddy, who 
sits on Kent County Council’s health 
overview and scrutiny committee 
backed the move, insisting “getting 
doctors and nurses from anywhere is 
a good idea”, while Unison spokesper¬ 
son Simon Bolton again referred to 
the idea as “a gimmick”. 

The problems regarding demand in 
Medway will surely have only been 
exacerbated by the closure of the old¬ 
est hospital in England, St Bar¬ 
tholomew’s, which was announced 
earlier this year. 

The Rochester hospital, known to 
many as Barts, was founded in 1078 
for the care of the poor and lepers and 
survived as a charity until it was tak¬ 
en over with the founding of the NHS. 

But Medway CCG, which commis¬ 
sions services at the hospital, revealed 
in February that the building on New 
Road is no longer fit for purpose and 
that services are to be moved 
elsewhere. 

It did, however, alleviate fears that 
the closure will mean cuts and the 
movement of services outside of Med¬ 
way, and insisted “our intention is to 
improve the quality of service provid¬ 
ed and to ensure a better patient 
experience”. 

■ Would you be happy to have treat¬ 
ment in Calais? Share your views and 
join the debate. Email us at editori- 
al@kosmedia.co.uk or write to: The 
Editor, KoS, Kent House, 81 Station 
Road, Ashford TN23 1PP. 
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Jail awaits 
as gun gang 
found guilty 
at Old Bailey 


By Emily Pennink 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


A CRIME boss has been 
told he could be facing a 
life sentence for smug¬ 
gling more than 
£100,000 worth of East¬ 
ern European guns into the UK 
sourced from the same place as weap¬ 
ons used in the Charlie Hebdo terror 
attack. 

Harry Shilling bragged “we now of¬ 
ficially gangsters” after his stash of 
22 assault rifles and nine Skorpion 
sub-machine guns sailed up the River 
Medway from Boulogne in France. 

The 23-year-old, along with 
Michael Defraine, 30, was found 
guilty of gun smuggling and possess¬ 
ing firearms with intent to endanger 
life following a trial held at the Old 
Bailey amid almost unprecedented 
security. 

He will be sentenced along with the 
rest of the gang, skipper David Payne, 
43, Richard Rye, 24, and Christopher 
Owen, 30, who had already pleaded 
guilty. 

John Smale, 58, and Payne’s part¬ 
ner Jennifer Arthy, 42, were cleared 
of the charges they faced. 

Judge Michael Topolski OC said he 
will give “serious consideration” for a 
life sentence for Shilling. The gang 
will be sentenced at a later date. 

The National Crime Agency (NCA) 
hailed it as the biggest seizure of these 
deadly guns on British soil. 

Although the gang had no connec¬ 
tion with terrorism, the source and 
route of the weapons was the same as 
those used in the Charlie Hebdo 
atrocity in Paris just over six months 
before, the NCA said. 

The Albernina arrived with the 
“evil” cargo near Cuxton Marina, 
outside Rochester, on August 10 last 
year. 

But the NCA had the plotters under 
surveillance and swooped to seize the 
deadly cache before it could be buried 
and then passed into the wrong 
hands. 

Prosecutor Duncan Atkinson QC 
said Shilling masterminded the plan 
and paid for the guns, with help from 
his man on the continent, Defraine, 
and “loyal lieutenant” and “go-be¬ 
tween” Rye. 

Skipper Payne brought the guns 
into the country on board the Al¬ 
bernina. 

Shilling also exchanged messages 
with a mystery contact “B” to ar¬ 
range the onward supply of the guns. 

On August 11, Shilling, Defraine 
and Rye were arrested after visiting 
12 Week ending April 24,2016 


DIY store Homebase to buy bags and 
tools to bury the guns until they were 
needed. 

In his defence, Shilling said his 
long-time friend Rye was the real 
“puppet master” and he only worked 
for him collecting and dealing in 
cannabis. 

Shilling gave his occupation as a 
breeder of dogs and game birds. He 
also had an emu as a family pet - 
which had been “arrested” in the 
past. 

He denied that an encrypted Black- 
Berry phone with the incriminating 
messages on it was his. 

The prosecution suggested that be¬ 
cause Shilling was the boss, the name 
“Kaiser” on the mobile was a refer¬ 
ence to the film character Keyser Soze 
in The Usual Suspects. 

Like the film character, they said, 
Shilling acted the fool but was really 
the mastermind. 

But Shilling said Kaiser was in fact 
the name of Rye’s dog, backing up his 
claim that the phone was not his. 

He said he went to Romania to buy 
a Caucasian shepherd puppy called 
“Misty” and the trip had nothing to 
do with setting up a guns deal. 

In turn, Defraine, nicknamed 
Daffy, denied being Shilling’s man on 
the continent. 

He told jurors he worked for Rye 
buying and selling cars and had 
planned to set up a new motor dealer¬ 
ship in Belgium. 

Shilling, from Swanley; Defraine, 
from Bexleyheath; Smale, from Ro¬ 
chester; and Arthy, who lived with 
Payne on a houseboat in Cuxton, de¬ 
nied the charges. 

Rye, Payne and Owen had pleaded 
guilty to their part in the smuggling 
conspiracy. Payne and Rye, from 
Swanley, also admitted conspiracy to 
supply firearms that would be used by 
others to endanger life. 

Following the convictions, Rob 
Lewin, NCA head of specialist opera¬ 
tions, said: “This seizure of automatic 
weapons was the largest ever made 
by the NCA - and, we believe, the larg¬ 
est ever on the UK mainland. 

“These are hugely powerful fire¬ 
arms, and have, as the prosecution 
stated in court, a ‘truly devastating 
capability’. 

“We cannot say for certain what 
the organised crime group would 
have done with the weapons had they 
not been stopped. 

“But the evidence pointed to them 
not being afraid to use guns them¬ 
selves to expand their influence. They 
wanted to move up in the criminal 
world from regional to international 
gangsters.” 


JUSTICE : The court case was heard at the Old Bailey. Two were acquitted of the charges they faced 


DID USUAL SUSPECTS MOVIE INFLUENCE CROOKS? 


THE Usual Suspects' Keyser Soze 
wannabe spun a shaggy dog tale 
in the witness box in the form of a 
cute Caucasian shepherd puppy 
called Misty. 

Harry Shilling also tried to 
brazen out his involvement in 
Britain’s biggest gun-trafficking 
bust with an anecdote about his 
pet emu getting “arrested” for 
running amok. 

But, according to the prosecu¬ 
tion, like Kevin Spacey’s film 
character, Shilling only acted the 
fool while pulling the strings of his 
gangster crew behind the scenes. 

Shilling was at the heart of the 
all-too-serious gun smuggling 
trial, which called for the highest 
level of security at the Old Bailey. 

The jury was kept in the dark 
about special measures put in 
place to station armed officers 
inside and outside the historic 
building, with the courtroom on 
lockdown as each defendant gave 
evidence. 

In his defence, Shilling, 23, told 
jurors that he bred dogs and game 
birds, as well as working for his 
friend Richard Rye as a “dosser”, 
collecting and dealing cannabis 
for him. 

He said Rye, 24, had given him 
one of his “dirty” phones to use in 
the drugs business, but not the one 
which contained incriminating 
emails about the gun smuggling 
deal. 

East 


The court heard that two 
encrypted BlackBerry phones had 
to be taken to Canada to be 
cracked by the Mounties, reveal¬ 
ing Shilling’s message to Michael 
Defraine saying: “We now 
officially gangsters.” 

But Shilling said he never used it 
and his DNA must have rubbed off 
when he put it back together for his 
friend after he dropped it. 

On his trip to Romania in June 
2015, two months before the guns 
arrived, Shilling said he went there 
to purchase a Caucasian shepherd 
puppy called Misty. 

The prosecution suggested that 
Shilling had “Kaiser” in his phone 
as he was like the character 
Keyser Soze in The Usual Sus¬ 
pects, pretending to be stupid 
when he was really the master¬ 
mind. 

But Shilling refuted this, saying 
Rye, who had pleaded guilty, was 
the real boss, and had a dog called 
Kaiser, so the phone must be his. 

Michael Defraine, aka Daffy, 30, 
was Shilling’s fixer on the Conti¬ 
nent, helping to set up the gun deal 
and transportation to Boulogne 
during nine trips in the two months 
before his arrest. 

He denied it, saying he only 
dealt in cars and was trying to set 
up a new motor business in 
Belgium at the time. 

One of the trips had included a 
family outing to see sand sculp¬ 


tures inspired by Disney film 
Frozen, but it rained and his 
children started to cry, so they 
headed home early, he said. 

He said Rye had paid him to 
pass on one of the BlackBerry 
phones to a blond man called 
Henry in Ostend - not unlike a man 
seen at Boulogne harbour. 

As skipper David Payne’s best 
friend, John Smale, 58, asked no 
questions when he did jobs for him 
on the Albernina cruiser. 

He was portrayed as a “simple 
man’ ’ who led a life of hard work, 
preferably with a can of Strongbow 
cider in hand. 

Payne’s girlfriend Jennifer Arthy, 

42, also said she did not pry into 
her partner’s business dealings, in 
a show of faith after he had an affair 
two years before. 

Despite three men admitting the 
sophisticated and well-planned 
gun-smuggling scheme, and 
cutting-edge techniques deployed 
by National Crime Agency 
investigators, they denied 
involvement. 

While Shilling and Defraine 
were found guilty, the jury 
accepted Arthy and Smale’s 
defence. 

Rob Lewin, NCA head of 
specialist operations, said: “I have 
no doubt that in bringing these 
criminals to justice, together we 
have protected the public and 
saved lives.” 
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Established 1981 


Over 60,000 customers! 


Limited 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond ■ 


Our Sale Now On! 

...Kent’s leading double glazing manufacturer 


A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 

DOUBLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£1 ,51 2 Inc VAT 

5 WINDOWS 

£1 ,890 i„c&T 

WINDOWS 

7 


15 % 


OFF All 

Conservatories 
& Orangeries 


.OO 

inc VAT 


inc VA' 

7 WINDOWS 

£2,6 6r«k 

TRIPLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

Cl .891 


Convert your 
conservatory into 
a usable all year 
round sun-porch with 
the 


WINDOWS 

Cl ,891 

WINDOWS 

£2,364 

WINDOWS 


f An extra 

£100 off 

on production 
L of this advert* 


JOO 

inc VAT 


WINDOWS 


.OO 

inc VAT 


All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! 


Celebrating over 34 years of 

beautiful windows...Guaranteed 
v 0% Finance representative available 
upon request subject to status 


Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 




Ertefgy Window 




Don’t just 
glaze it, 


All of our installers are CRB checked. 


Hurry! 

Offers end 
10th 
May 




Knight Road, Strood (opposite Morrisons) 

01634294696 


rmmmnmn If - ^ j _ I Profile: BS7950 BS7413 

mNullliliiUHM II ■jx'-ii ■uicU \ r / Door Lock: BS3621 

Open 6 days a week I \y Too^hened Glass: 

Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 


2 Roman Square, Sittingbourne 
13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 

20 Hight Street, Rochester (next to the Victoria & Bull Hotel) 


01795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. 

01634 826 238 f www.supaglazing.eom fits 


1 per order. Terms and conditions apply. Licenced credit brokers, written details available on request. E&OE. 6( 
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St Lawrence 

College 

Co-educational, day & boarding school for 3-18 years 


JUNIOR SCHOOL OPEN MORNING 

BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 2 MAY 2016 
10AM - 12 NOON 


Still undecided about September 2016? 

Call to book an Open Day tour to view 
Reception up to Year 6 


For further information and 
to book a place at the Open Day 

T: 01843 572912 
E: jsadmissions@slcuk.com 

Ramsgate, Kent CT11 7AE | www.slcuk.com 



CROWDS: It is one of the colourful spectacles in the sporting world 

Mh d y 

dawns as big 
race returns 


Charities look set to cash-in as runners take to 
the streets of London for the 26.2 mile course. 
Chris Britcher highlights some local athletes... 


F OR some it is the ultimate test of en¬ 
durance; others a platform to cata¬ 
pult themselves into the reckoning of 
Olympic teams ahead of this sum¬ 
mer’s Rio Games. 

But the one thing everyone can agree on is 
that today’s London Marathon is one of the 
most inspiring spectacles on the sporting 
calendar. 

Just under 40,000 people will pound the 
streets of the capital today - many hundred 
from Kent - with thousands cheering the run¬ 
ners on around the 26.2 mile course. 

Southeastern will be running extra services 
throughout Sunday morning to take Kent 
competitors and spectators up to the start line 
in Blackheath. 

It is expected that, in to¬ 
tal, some £25 million will 
be raised by runners 
competing for charity. 

For many charitable or¬ 
ganisations, it has be¬ 
come one of their most 
valuable days. 

Among those pulling on 
their trainers is Hildenbor- 
ough’s double gold 
medal-winning 
Olympic hero Kel- Jj 
ly Holmes. 

She will be 
raising mon¬ 
ey for five 
charities 
among them 
Tunbridge 
Wells-based 


the Pickering Trust, which offers support for 
those suffering from cancer, and Pembury- 
based Hospice in the Weald which cared for 
her former coach, Dave Arnold, who died two 
years to the day after she won her 1,500m gold 
at Athens. 

She said: “For a long-time retired, middle 
distance runner, 26.2 miles is a very long way. 

“I have had to completely change my mind¬ 
set to train for such a long distance but it’s a 
challenge that I am now up for, especially as 
for me it will all be about raising lots of money 
for charity. It’s the most amazing event, the at¬ 
mosphere is incredible and now I can’t wait 
until race day.” 

She will be among many raising money 
from Kent in the gruelling race. 

Among them, Ian Arnell, 41, of Minster-on- 
Sea. He will be raising funds for Prostate Can¬ 
cer UK - part of a 200 strong Men United team 
to raise awareness of the illness and fund re¬ 
search into a cure and treatment. He was in¬ 
spired to raise money after his father was diag¬ 
nosed with terminal prostate cancer in 2006. 

He explains: “Ignoring prostate cancer 
won’t beat it, so I joined the fight by signing 
up to run the London Marathon. I de¬ 
cided to run for Prostate Cancer 
UK because I feel very pas¬ 
sionately about the cause, 
and I am also a volunteer 
for the charity.” 

Director of fundrais¬ 
ing James Beeby at the 
charity, said: “One man 
every hour dies from 

Continued on page 16 
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Playing your part on the day 


Making your way around 
On race day, all surrounding roads 
will be closed. Underground, 
Overground and DLR services will be 
laying on extra trains. 

The Northern Line will be closed 
between Archway and High Barnet. 
Until 10.15am there will be no trains 
between Liverpool Street and Enfield 
Town/Cheshunt (via Seven Sisters). 

The Chingford/Gospel Oak to 
Barking line will be closed all day on 
both the Saturday and Sunday. 

MBNA Thames Clippers River 
l Bus services will run from key 

piers in central London every 
■ | 20 minutes. Overground 

stations on or close to 
V the marathon route 
include Surrey Quays, 

' Canada Water, 

Wapping and Shadwell. 

The mass race will 
begin at 10am from 
j Blackheath and 
iirl Greenwich Park, 

but it is not 
recommended 

/ spectators 
'S s accompany their 
runners to the start. 


WITH thousands expected to turn 
out to support those running in the 
race, here is all the spectator 
information you need: 


SNACKS: 

Scooby- 
Doo in 
2008 


Tracking runners 

Marathon organisers will have a live 
tracking page on the homepage of 
virginmoneylondonmarathon.com. 

Visitors can follow runners as they 
make their way around the course, 
with updates appearing as they 
cross the timing points (5km 
intervals). See our map in the 
centre pages. 


smmm 


Guards Parade. Crossing 
points will be marked, but very 
busy. 

Meeting points will be 
marked with letters of the 
alphabet, so family and friends 
can go to the correct surname 
initial, or other agreed letter. 

Members of the public are 
asked not to wait at the exit of 
the secure area at the top of 
Horse Guards Road. 

Once runners have finished, 
it will take them between 15 and 
40 minutes to arrive at the meet 
and greet area. 


Tower Bridge and anywhere from 
mile 24 to the finish in The Mall. 


Miles 15 and 18 

The route has been changed here, 
due to building works in Canary 
Wharf. Organisers have announced 
the usual viewing spot at Heron 
Quays roundabout will not be 
available and spectators will need to 
make other arrangements. 


Uj Busy areas 

Organisers are advising 
spectators to avoid 
Greenwich town 
. centre and the Cutty 
P -• Sark, while other busy 
areas will include 


Meeting up with runners afterwards 

The meet and greet area will be in 
Horse Guards Road and Horse 


ODD : A telephone in 2008 and a chick 
from the 2010 race 




£100,000 STOCK 

CLEARANCE 


Cintique Sophie 2 seater 
Fawn fabric sofa 

Usual price £1249 

CLEARANCE PRICE 

£599 


Patterned 

anc * stool 


Usual price £ 

Cl -EARance f 

£1199 


All offers are one-offs and sold as ex-showroom display 
models on a first come first served basis. Pictures are 
for illustrative purposes only and colours may vary. 


Nasons 




Kent on Sunday wishes all runners from across the county the very best of luck. 


FOR A LIMITED PERIOD ONLY! 

Look out for the blue triangles on clearance items 
and take and extra 10% off the lowest price. 


Maynard Road, Wincheap, Canterbury CT1 3RQ 

01227 463550 | www.nasons.co.uk 
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Continued from page 14 

prostate cancer; it’s the most common cancer in 
men, but we want to make prostate cancer a 
disease that the next generation of men do not 
fear. We thank Ian for joining the fight and wish 
them every success in the marathon.” 

Bobbing-based children’s hospice Demelza 
will have some 30 runners raising funds in its 
honour. 

Among the 33 runners taking part is Stephen 
Smith from Dartford (pictured on pl4) who also 
ran the Brighton Marathon just last weekend. 

Also taking part is Catherine Shearer, a house 
mistress and teacher at Kings School in Canter¬ 
bury. Her house has long supported the charity. 

She explained: “It was my decision to support 
Demelza when I first took over Broughton House 
for a few reasons. Firstly I used to read a column 
in the local newspaper by a young lady called 
Nicole who promoted Demelza and highlighted 
what a special charity it is. 

“I was fortunate to visit an open evening with a 
couple of my students and this was reinforced. The 
girls were inspired by the visit too and it was evi¬ 
dent that every penny raised went into something 
beneficial. Since then, we have developed this rela¬ 
tionship and would like to continue to do so.” 

Darren Tuff, 45, from Herne Bay, will be run¬ 
ning for deaf charity Hi Kent - his wife is the 
charity’s east Kent vol¬ 
unteer co-ordinator. 

He said: “I am look¬ 
ing forward to it. The 
charity does such a lot 
of good for people in 
east Kent and all over 
| the county and needs 
all the support it can 
get to keep its valuable 
services running.” 

Michelle Foreman, 
39, from Westgate- 
On-Sea, will be 
running in memory 
of her cousin Kerry 
who died after having 




with just over 53,000 runners being accepted. 
It is estimated around 38,000 will actually take 
part. 

Certainly for Ray Johnson from Folkestone, 
the application process is no mystery. 

He is going to be competing in his 16th con¬ 
secutive London Marathon, raising funds for 
the Kent Association for the Blind. 

He explained: “Last year I raised £4,432 
which has now resulted in a total amount of 
£60,660 being raised to date.” 

Kent on Sunday wishes all runners from 
across the county the very best of luck. 

For details on Southeastern’s additional 
services visit its website www.southeast- 
ernrailway.co.uk. 

Coverage of the London Marathon is live 
on BBC One from 8.30am and continues 
throughout the day. 


CHEER: If you 

see our Kent 
runners give 
them a cheer! 


an asthma attack. She is aiming to raise up to 
£1,8000 for Asthma UK which funds research 
to find better treatments and ultimately a cure 
for asthma. 

She said: “I lost Kerry when she was just 24. 
She was a wonderful mother to her two-year- 
old son and a nine-week-old baby. It’s just so 
tragic. I’m also running to say a massive thank 
you to my son’s asthma nurse, Lyndsey Berry, 
who has always been there for me. 

“The London Marathon is one of the greatest 
events in the world. I am passionate about mak¬ 
ing people aware of the seriousness of asthma, 
and want to run to help create better knowledge 
and understanding of the condition.” 

The charity is hoping to bank more than 
£500,000 through its team of 300 runners. 


Lewis Maitland, 54, from Tenterden will be 
raising money for the NSPCC. He’s no stranger 
to the course. 

The IT director explained: “I have run the 
marathon a couple of times before and said I 
would never run another after the last one. 
However, I decided to apply through the 
ballot not thinking I would get in and 
surprise surprise I did. I have sup¬ 
ported the NSPCC for many years 
through donations and thought if 
I am going to put myself through 
the pain again, let’s do it for a 
fantastic cause.” 

More than 250,000 
people applied to run 
this year’s race - 






KENTISH 

— CEREMONY 

www.akentishceremony.co 


The only official Kent County Council 
ceremonies magazine and website 



Are you getting married or planning a civil partnership? 

Request a FREE copy of A KENTISH CEREMONY MAGAZINE at 
www.akentjshceremony.com or download the latest edition online. 


For all enquiries email kirsty.baker@archant.co.uk 



ACCIDENT CLAIM? 



We can help with 
your claim for: 

• Head/brain injuries (We are 
included in the Headway 
Solicitors Directory 2016) 

• Accidents at work 

• Car and motorbike accidents 

• Fatal accidents 

• Trips and slips 

• Medical negligence 

Call Girlings’ Personal 
Injury Claims on 

0845 2221 999 


for FREE, no obligation 
advice on your claim 


t'k 


ilia Lav.- Srt'dttv 


apil 


www.girlingspersonalinjury.co.uk 


KENT no win no fee specialists 
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BHP PERFORMANCE SHOW - MAIN SHOW MONDAY £20 PER PERSON 


TO BOOK GO TO WWW.BHPSHOP.CO.UI 


MU 1 al l | 


|V, 'ZneN HL LL 


1 YDP fcl ^ 

J j BHPSHOW 

WEEKEND TIMETABLE 

i 

SUNDAY 

MONDAY 

GATES OPEN 10AM 

PUBLIC TRACKTIME 

DRIFT PRACTICE AND 
QUALIFYING 

TRADE SETUP 

CAMPING SETUP 

RACE CAR DEMOS 

6PM SOAPBOX RACING 

8PM DJ TENT OPENS 

GATES OPEN AT SAM 

KIDS ZONE 

CAR CLUBSTANDS 

TRADE STANDS 

PUBLIC TRACKTIME 

DRIFT BATTLES 

SHOW AND SHINE 
ROLLING ROAD 

RACE CAR DEMOS 

ADVANCE SPECTATOUR/PASSENGER WEEKEND TICKETS £30 - INCLUDES 
CAMPING AND ENTRY TO THE NIGHT TIME ENTERTAINMENT 
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rotifully inspired 
poke interiors 


Whatever your budget, we can provide the perfect kitchen, bedroom or bathroom without compromising on 
Pop into our showroom, no appointment needed, and parking right outside the door! 


ian pennick r 

[interiors 


Studio adjacent to Canterbury Garden Centre 

Canterbury Road, Herne Common, Kent CT6 7U 


telephone 01227 283850 for free advice 6 days a week - closed Sundays 


www.ianpenn 
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COUNTDOWN TO KENT PCC ELECTION ON MAY 5 



MAY 5 will bring the curtain down on Ann 
Barnes’ tenure as Kent’s first police and 
crime commissioner, and see the polling 
stations open for us to choose her 
successor. 

But if there is ever an election which has 
failed to engage with the general public it 
is surely this. 

A blend of confusion as to what the role 
entails, mystery as to the candidates, and 
apathy as to the result makes the PCC poll 
one where simply getting people to 
engage with the process, let alone actually 
vote for you, is perhaps the biggest 
challenge. 

Yet the role being appointed is a signifi¬ 
cant one and if there is a low turn out again, 
the chances are your vote will carry even 
more clout than normal. 

There are local elections in both Maid¬ 
stone and Tunbridge Wells which will 
swell the size of those voting there - but 
elsewhere, those voting will be heading 


out specifically to put a cross on the PCC 
ballot paper. 

In a special section, over the coming few 
pages we hope to fill in the blanks for you 
over this upcoming election. 

We take a look at all the candidates 
standing to paint a picture of just what they 
represent and why they’re standing for the 
£85,000 a year position. 

In addition, we look at what the role 
involves and just who is most likely to be 
crowned the winner in 2016. 

Interestingly, the next election will be in 
2020 - with the polls for Kent’s next PCC 
being decided on the same day as the 
general election. And that is likely to mean 
a huge turnout and the chances of a far 
more politically motivated result. 

For now, though, if you’ve ever tutted or 
cheered Ann Barnes’ time in office, this is 
your chance to determine who replaces 
her. 

Don’t miss the opportunity. 


Young Tory keeps it in the family 

Many will see latthew Scott as the man to beat in May’s election as the Conservative candidate in 
true blue Kent. But at 31 does he pack the experience necessary to convince the county’s electorate? 



O N PAPER, at least, you 
would assume that Mat¬ 
thew Scott is going to be 
our next police crime and 
commissioner. 

He is, after all, the Conservative 
candidate in a county painted with a 
broad blue brush. But if there is one 
thing we have learned over recent 
years, it is never to presume. 

Just ask Craig Mackinlay. As the 
Tory candidate in the original 2012 
election, he seemed the man to beat. 
But Ann Barnes swept to victory in 
every Kent constituency and claimed 
the crown on an independent ticket. 

This time around, though, things 
are different and with so little known 
about the candidates, the chances are 
those who turn out to vote will do so 
along party political grounds. 

And that means the county will 
most likely see a straight shoot-out 
between the Tories and Ukip; if the 
most recent spate of election results 
are anything to go by. While the role 
needs to not dance to a political par¬ 
ty’s tune, voters do so often like to 
make a point on national issues when 
we get the chance to go to the polls. 

Matthew Scott is an interesting 
proposition though. At just 31, his 
stumbling block - or big advantage - 
will no doubt be his age. But he has 
policing in his blood and is confident 
he has the skill set necessary to suc¬ 
ceed in the role. 

“I applied because I believe in the 
role,” he told KoS this week during 
another day of touring the county 
trying to whip up interest in the elec¬ 
tion and support behind his cam¬ 
paign. “I think it’s positive, despite all 
that has happened, I think it can de¬ 
liver a lot of good. Coming from a po¬ 
licing family I’m someone who has an 
understanding of the police and the 
challenges they face. 


“My father was a chief inspector in 
the Met Police and my brother is a 
serving sergeant. So it was a political 
ambition of mine to be involved.” 

After studying public policy at the 
University of Birmingham, he went on 
to work in the office of Bexleyheath 
and Crayford MP David Evennett. He 
moved up through the ranks and was 
his office manager - responsible for 
the smooth running of the team and 
ensuring the MP was fully briefed on 
all issues passing across his desk, as 
well as handling the budgets and HR 
issues. He left in March to concentrate 
fully on the upcoming election. 

Nor is he a stranger to the election 
trail - having stood for the Tories in 
the Leyton and Wanstead constitu¬ 
ency in last May’s general election. A 
safe Labour seat, his efforts were 
doomed to failure, holding the Tory 
vote reasonably steady and comfort¬ 
ably in second place. 

The big question, though, is how a 
31-year-old office manager for an MP 
will make the leap to becoming such 
an important vital public figure. 

“I wouldn’t have gone for it if I 
wasn’t up for the role,” he says. “I ap¬ 
preciate there is a substantial budget 
and there are real challenges here 
within policing. The important dis¬ 
tinction I would make and I think it’s 
incumbent on all candidates to make 
clear, is that yes, we set the budget, 
we set the council tax precept we de¬ 
cide priorities with the public, but op¬ 
erational policing remains entirely 
within the remit of the chief consta¬ 
ble. And I think 98 per cent of the 
budget is devolved to him. 

“We need to get away from this 
view the PCC runs the police - they 
don’t, they hold the police to account. 

“When you frame it that way, peo¬ 
ple who have experience of being a 
public advocate and experience of 


holding public figures to account, 
they do have the experience and 
training necessary. 

“I believe in the role and don’t think 


age should ever be a barrier to people 
stopping putting themselves forward. 

“I think I have as much, if not more, 
experience as the other candidates. 


“Outside and inside of my job, I’ve 
done a lot of case work for victims of 
crime, survivors of abuse, and also 
holding public officials to account. 

“I have packed a lot into my 31 
years. I have full respect for my family 
and what they have done. My father 
was responsible for police operations 
at a particular London football club 
that I won’t name, but you sometimes 
wondered if he was going to come 
home afterwards. 

“But I don’t think politics and being 
a police officer is really compatible 
which is why it wasn’t for me.” 

Nor is he too savage when it comes 
to Ann Barnes, who will be stepping 
to one side in May after a single term 
in office, and who his Tory colleagues 
elsewhere in the county have been re¬ 
lentless in attacking. 

“I don’t think there was any spite or 
malice in her mistakes,” he says of the 
infamous Channel 4 documentary or 
the youth commissioner experiment. 

“She was just trying to do different 
things and better promote the role. I 
probably wouldn’t have done things 
in the same way. I won’t be doing any 
documentaries for example. But I will 
be getting rid of Ann Force One - I 
certainly don’t need a minibus with 
my name splashed across it. There’s a 
saving right there. 

“But she is to be commended for 
trying to engage with younger peo¬ 
ple. I don’t think she quite got it right 
with the youth commissioner role, 
though. We have a youth council, 
youth parliament - a diverse set al¬ 
ready active and that’s what I’d do dif¬ 
ferent - to work with them, with ex¬ 
isting methods.” 

So does he believe this election is 
his for the taking? 

“I’m positive but not complacent.” 

Clearly working for a politician for 
all those years has rubbed off on him. 
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COUNTDOWN TO KENT PCC ELECTION ON AAAY 5 


So what is a police and 
crime commissioner? 

Introduced by the Tories in 2012, the role has often been questioned, 
but it does play an essential role in holding our police force to account 



A NN Barnes may not 
have covered the 
role in glory, but 
perversely she may 
have single-handed¬ 
ly done more to raise the profile of 
the office of police and crime 
commissioner than anyone since 
its inception. 

Her PR gaffes may have cast a 
shadow over her term in office, 
but she did at least command the 
public profile which it was always 
hoped the office would deliver. 

And if you stripped those mis¬ 
judgements away, she actually 
did a very good job. She fought 
tooth and nail for more funding 
and publicly shamed Whitehall 
for backtracking on an apparent 
promise to help foot the police bill 
incurred by Operation Stack last 
summer. A cost which otherwise 
falls to us - the Kent taxpayer. 
But despite the fact we all know 


Ann Barnes today, ask many 
people what the PCC actually 
does and there are lots of quizzi¬ 
cal looks. 

Let us be clear, the PCC does 
not decide what police power is 
deployed where or when. The op¬ 


erational side of the force re¬ 
mains fully in the hands of the 
chief constable - the county’s 
most senior police officer. 

The PCC is there to hold the 
chief constable to account. To en¬ 
sure they are delivering the po¬ 


lice and crime plan and if not to 
demand why not. 

Ultimately, they can fire, and 
indeed hire, the chief constable. 

The PCC also handles the 
budget, can dictate the council 
tax precept (in other words, how 
much we pay on our annual bill 
for policing) and acts as the pub¬ 
lic-facing middle man between 
the public and the officers. 

The PCC is overseen by the 
Kent and Medway crime panel - a 
cross-party committee which 
holds the PCC themselves to ac¬ 
count. Those in office must also 
sign an oath vowing to work po¬ 
litically impartially. 

The role comes with an 
£85,000 salary and is elected 
every four years. The first elec¬ 
tions took place in November 
2012 with a poor 16 per cent 
turnout. Next month’s election is 
on May 5. 


...AND WHO WILL WIN? 


SO JUST who will win 
the election in May to 
be only our second 
police and crime 
commissioner? 

The one certainty 
is it won’t be Ann 
Barnes, who declared 
she will not challenge 
for a second term. 
And that leaves the 
field wide open. 

Because there was 
such a poor turnout 
last time around 
(Kent’s 16 per cent 
was actually better 
than the national 
average of 15 per 
cent) the winner will 
be the candidate who 
can actually get their 
supporters into the 
polling booths - thus 
meaning while a Tory 
or Ukip two-horse 
race is likely, the 
other candidates are 
all in with a shout; 
especially those such 
as independent 
candidate Gurvinder 
Sandher, who not 
only is riding an 
independent ticket 
(which will appeal to 


those disillusioned 
with Westminster 
politics) but also 
packs arguably the 
most compelling CV 
when it comes to 
hands-on experi¬ 
ence. His lack of 
profile, however, 
seems unlikely to 
sweep him to victory. 

With an apathetic 
electorate, an EU 
referendum debate 
splitting the Tories 
and Labour under a 
Marmite new leader, 
there are a whole host 
of ways this election 
could swing. 

But the smart money, 
based on the county’s 
recent voting patterns? 
It seems almost 
certain to be a Tory or 
Ukip winner. But one 
thing can change that, 
of course. You. Read 
these profiles, make a 
decision, and make 
sure you go out and 
vote on May 5. It is an 
increasingly important 
role and we should all 
have a say in who it 
will be. 


* An Ellen Kent production featuring international 

SOLOISTS, FULL ORCHESTRA & HIGHLY-PRAISED CHORUS 


rucciNf 


‘Brilliantly sung 9 

THE TIMES, ROYAL ALBERT HALL 

AN EXPLOSION OF 
LOVE AND TREACHERY. 

Starring the International Sopranos 
Maria Tonina and Alyona Kistenyova. f 

Set against the backdrop of Rome with 
spectacular sets and costumes. Featuring a 
boys choir including a shepherd boy's solo. 

Sung in Italian with 
English surtitles. # 

t Cast subject to change. ^ ™ it 
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DARTFORD 

ORCHARD THEATRE 
Saturday 7 May 7.30pm 
orchardtheatre.co.uk 
Box Office 01322 220000 


Sunday 8 May 

.I FF HAU , 7.30pm 

atgtickets.com/folkestone* 
Box Office 0844 871 3015** 

*£4.00 transaction fee applies. **Calls cost 7p per minute plus your phone company's access charge 



April update from your 
Independent MEP for 
South East 

Janice Atkinson 


I attended the Strasbourg session of the European 
the following: 

Sovereign State Democracy Threat from 
EU - 

The EU put forward a motion to impose 
sanctions on the newly elected government in 
Poland as they did not like their politics. This is 
a sovereign nation with a democratically 
elected government. No diktats from the EU 
should be telling the Polish people how to run 
their own internal affairs. This is symptomatic 
of the EU in its power grabs and determination 
to openly ignore democracy, put forward by 
the socialist group and supported by the 
British Labour Party. 

EU-Turkey Blackmail deal - 

I call it a blackmail deal because we get 
nothing in return: the EU has to be seen to be 
doing something. The UK’s contribution could 
have bought more Border Force staff and 
boats. Instead, we sent two of our border 
control boats, leaving us exposed with only 
three left in the UK. Between France, Italy and 
Greece there are 750 border force boats. 
Their combined coastal area is 30,000km, 
ours is 3,500km. If we had 10% of their border 
power, we would have a minimum of 75 boats, 
we do not. 

What we get in return is open VISA access to 
the UK for 75m Turks and a fast-tracking 
invitation for Turkey’s EU membership. I spoke 
in this debate and pointed out that whilst our 
newspapers showed 200 migrants flagged by 
200 Frontex guards dressed up like 
paramilitary forces, another 300 were entering 
Greece. I said the British people are not fooled 
by this false show of toughness. I suggested 
that instead of imposing migrant quotas on EU 
states, they should be urging Muslim states to 
take their fair share. So far Qatar, Kuwait and 
Saudi Arabia have taken zero migrants. This is 
a world problem, not just an EU problem. 


Parliament this month and can report back on 

Migration Quotas and Integration- 

I also spoke in a separate EU migration 
debate highlighting that integration has not 
worked with people who arrived here over 40 
years ago. I quoted the recent most 
comprehensive survey of British Muslims ever 
conducted (and, I think, within the whole of the 
EU). I asked the EU what magic plans they 
had for integration, given their absolute 
commitment to multiculturalism. As usual there 
were no answers, other than ‘we will allocate 
quotas or sanctions will be imposed’. 

MEPs Gravy Train Trundles on and on ... - 

We had the chance to provide greater 
transparency; abandon the costly vanity 
project of the European House of History; to 
commit to no further EU Parlamentarium 
projects; abolition of MEP chauffeur service in 
certain areas; abolish business class travel 
and much more. It was all rejected by MEPs. 




Janice Atkinson MEP 
UK Delegation 
Europe of Nations 
& Freedom Group 


Janiceatkinson.co.uk 

@janice4brexit 
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Using international 
security on home soil 

Ukip’s Henry Bolton wants to bring his wealth of military 
experience across Europe to make us safer here in Kent 


W ITH a CV practical¬ 
ly bursting at the 
seams, Mr Bolton 
believes his wealth 
of experience in co¬ 
ordinating operations for the police 
and military makes him an ideal can¬ 
didate to hold Kent Police to account. 

Married with two children, and a 
third due in the summer, Ukip’s rep¬ 
resentative has worked across the 
northern hemisphere in a number of 
different roles. 

From working as the head of inter¬ 
national police in Croatia, to govern¬ 
ing the United Nations, to offering 
recommendations to the White 
House in dealing with weapons of 
mass destruction, Mr Bolton’s list of 
feats is certainly comprehensive. 

He also received an OBE in 2013 for 
services to international security. 

What may raise the eyebrows of 
some voters, however, is his apparent 
lack of Kentish roots. 

The 53-year-old has only lived in 


Folkestone since 2011 having grown 
up in Berkshire before travelling 
across Europe and beyond. 

From the age of four he used to en¬ 
joy visiting his great uncle in the har¬ 
bour town, but some may argue he 
does not have the same connection 
with the county that his opposite 
numbers may boast. 

However, he believes his diverse 
background and understanding of se¬ 
curity issues will give him the edge 
over his opponents. 

“Working in the military is orien¬ 
tated towards public and national se¬ 
curity in its entirety,” he told KoS. 

“I was looking at people smuggling 
in Macedonia and it’s the same routes 
being used to try and get into the UK 
through Kent. 

“We’re facing the same issues that 
I’ve tackled in Europe and so I want to 
use my skills and experience to pro¬ 
tect Kent in the same way. 

“I don’t think it’s about strengthen¬ 
ing the borders - I got my OBE by 


bringing groups and organisations 
together to work more efficiently and 
I want to replicate that in this role.” 

However, perhaps as the 2012 
turnout will testify, Mr Bolton admit¬ 
ted that he’s not sure if the public fully 
understand the intricacies and argu¬ 
able limitations of the £85,000-a- 
year position. 

Given relentless cuts to the police 
budget over recent years, the role of 
the commissioner is made that little 
bit harder, but Mr Bolton insists that 
it doesn’t put him off, but rather the 
complete opposite. 

“I don’t like to look at things like 
these as problems, I prefer to see them 
as challenges,” he said. 

“The cuts make providing public 
security all the more difficult but I’ve 
got ideas in my manifesto to help 
combat that.” 

One of Mr Bolton’s key policies to 
help maintain a physical police pres¬ 
ence is the introduction of what he 
calls parish constables. 



These will be part-time volunteer 
members of Kent’s Special Constabu¬ 
lary who give their time to support 
the communities from which they are 
recruited. 

As well as using police powers, 
they will communicate the concerns 
of the community to their chain of 
command, will be a local point of con¬ 
tact for the community, will record 


local crimes and make themselves 
available for parish and community 
meetings. 

“It’s all about confidence, and hav¬ 
ing these guys on the ground helps 
protect us from the fear of harm as 
well as harm itself. 

“The public fundamentally feel 
more safe when they see uniformed 
officers on the streets.” 



T: 01634 888590 E: admissions@kings-rochester.co.uk www.kings-rochester.co.uk 


Open Day 

Saturday 7 May 2016 
9.15am - 12 noon 

First-rate ISI Inspection Report in 2013 
Nursery and Pre Prep rated “outstanding” 

Top academic results from a broad ability intake 
Extensive Sports facilities • Boarding from I I 
Wide range of scholarships available at I I /13/16 
Cathedral Chorister scholarships available for boys aged 8 

Co-educational day and boarding for ages 3-18 
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COUNTDOWN TO KENT PCC ELECTION ON AAAY 5 


Independent ‘critical 
friend 1 in tech push 


North Kent’s Gurvinder Sandher will be looking to follow in 
Ann Barnes’ footsteps by winning without political backing 


\(~~\ r-'slHIS year’s sole independ- 
Lf Uent candidate for the role 

will be hoping the public 
still believes party politics 
should be kept out of the 
police, as they did when Ann Barnes 
claimed victory on an independent 
ticket in 2012. 

Married father-of-two Gurvinder 
Sandher says it would be “a dream” 
to emulate the success of Mrs Barnes’ 
election campaign three-and-a-half 
years ago, but is well aware of the 
challenge that lies ahead. 

“It’s extremely difficult for an 
independent candidate to run in this 
election,” he told KoS. 

“I declared quite late in the day 
because it was a real struggle to get 
the £5,000 needed to stand together, 
which I had to raise all by myself. 

“I’m not independently wealthy 
and can’t really afford to lose that 
kind of money. 

“I’m not sure how many people 
truly understand the role, or if we’ll 


even get a stronger turnout than we 
did last time. 

“The whole system is stacked 
against me, I’m just trying to run a 
positive campaign and I just have to 
hope enough people come out in 
support because that’s where it will 
stand or fall.” 

Mr Sandher, 42, who was born in 
Gravesend and lives in Dartford, has 
worked in a number of community 
roles across the county - he says only 
ever leaving for three years to go to 
university in Coventry. 

As the current county chair of the 
Kent Police Independent Advisory 
Group and vice chair of the Kent 
Police and Crime Panel, he is in 
regular contact with the force, and 
believes it is that knowledge and 
experience that stands him in good 
stead when voters take to the polling 
stations on May 5. 

“I’m in and out of police headquar¬ 
ters two or three times a week, I’ve 
seen at close quarters the work that 


goes on, and I like to think of myself 
as a critical friend, and that’s what I 
can bring to this role. 

“As well as a good working 
relationship, I’m able to point out 
where we can make improvements. 

“I’m not just doing this on a whim, 
I’ve been working closely with them 
for a number of years and firmly 
believe it should be non-political, and 
serving the people of Kent, not those 
in Westminster.” 

A keen Everton fan, what Mr 
Sandher really hopes to bring to the 
role is an increase in the use of 
technology on the frontline. 

“I want to see things like body- 
worn cameras and tablets used more 
and more,” he said. 

“We need to use that in a smarter 
and more efficient way, so I’ll look at 
how our officers are being trained, 
because I don’t want them stuck in 
the office doing paperwork.” 

Mr Sandher also revealed he wants 
to introduce a wider volunteer police 



cadets scheme, to maintain that 
physical presence on the street that 
the public seem to hold so dear. 

“It’s about everyone working 
together to serve the different 
communities of Kent and ensuring 
they have the necessary support 
available from voluntary sector 
partners. 

“My passion is serving the 
community, that’s what I’ve done all 


my life, and I want to be their voice 
to make sure concerns are really 
listened to. 

“I would like to promote the role 
more so people have a real under¬ 
standing of it, but the priority is to 
represent these communities. 

“At the absolute heart of my 
campaign is a culture of getting 
things done and putting the needs of 
the residents first.” 




AMAZING 


DEALS! 


Call 0800 

Visit our website for a online quote 

www.windows.co.uk 


Britelite's SupQT 


Fully installed inc. VAT 


rnr-r 


Windows, Doors & Conservatories 


Britelite Triple Glazed 


7 windows, 7 openers, total up to 
7 sq metres Installed inc VAT 
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COUNTDOWN TO KENT PCC ELECTION ON MAY 5 


Labour says diversity 
is still the spice of life 

Tristan Osborne has worked as a councillor and as a special 
constable and will make sure Kent is heard in Westminster 


A COUNCILLOR for the La¬ 
bour group on Medway 
Council since 2011, Mr 
Osborne hopes his blend 
of experience will cata¬ 
pult him into office. 

The second-youngest man running 
for the role at 33, he grew up in Roch¬ 
ester before working as a special con¬ 
stable for the Metropolitan Police. 

He then moved back to Rochester 
to move into politics, and he believes 
it is that combination of frontline po¬ 
lice and political experience that 
makes him ideal for the role. 

“I think it’s important that some¬ 
one has a background in both those 
areas,” he told KoS. 

“If you’ve been there and seen it 
first-hand, actually arrested people 
and taken away their liberty, you get 
a real feel for the work that the police 
do and know how operations work. 

“I wasn’t a sergeant or inspector 
but I’ve gained enough of an under¬ 
standing over the years as a special 


constable to fully appreciate it. 

“You can have all the passion you 
like, but I don’t think you can per¬ 
form this role effectively to good 
enough standard without that kind of 
experience.” 

Mr Osborne says representing a de¬ 
prived ward on the council which 
suffers a significant amount of anti¬ 
social behaviour only adds to that un¬ 
derstanding, as does his ability to 
scrutinise the work of police having 
worked on a number of local authori¬ 
ty committees. 

The election’s only openly gay can¬ 
didate, he said: “I’m a big believer in 
diversity - which I know some of the 
other candidates aren’t - and I will be 
really looking to promote that. 

“I’m pro-Europe and think voting 
to remain in makes us stronger and 
we’ve got a lot of crucial partnerships 
with other countries on the continent 
I want to continue working with.” 

One of his primary policies will be 
working on victim support - some¬ 


thing which the current incumbent, 
Ann Barnes, has been praised for, de¬ 
spite plenty of PR disasters during her 
three-and-a-half year tenure. 

“It’s about community engage¬ 
ment,” he said, “and I’m a big sup¬ 
porter of the work Mrs Barnes has 
done in that area, for sure. 

“I’m keen to work with as many 
groups of people as possible, includ¬ 
ing a number of charities, to make 
sure our victim services are the best 
they can be. 

“But we need less gimmicks and 
more operational decisions, more 
strategic partnerships, and making 
sure that communities are really 
listened to. 

“Mrs Barnes wasn’t really able to 
utilise a network across parliament 
and the House of Lords in the same 
way I intend to. 

“I want to be a voice speaking up 
for our area in Kent in Westminster 
and in the south east, so we can help 
make the county a more tolerant and 



safer place to live, work and play.” 

As well as recognising the fondness 
with which the public hold bobbies on 
the beat - and he wants to introduce 
more special constables to help with 
that - Mr Osborne also insists that 
greater emphasis on back office sup¬ 
port will be at the heart of his 
campaign. 

It comes after Ian Pointon, chair¬ 


man of Kent Police Federation, which 
represents rank and file officers, said 
he believed increased focus needed to 
be placed on tackling cyber crime. 

“A lot of cyber crime these days is 
cross-border with people trying to ac¬ 
cess information from abroad,” Mr 
Osborne said. 

“I’ll make sure we reinforce the 
protection of our data.” 
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COUNTDOWN TO KENT PCC ELECTION ON AAAY 5 


Supporting victims 
as community voice 

Lib Dem councillor Dave Naghi is relying on five decades of 
Kentish knowledge to help launch him to unlikely victory 


HE oldest candidate in the 
running at 58 years old, 
Mr Naghi is also arguably 
the most eccentric. 

A divorced father-of- 
three, he claims to have a wealth of 
local knowledge and “life experi¬ 
ence” that he hopes will be the 
springboard to an unlikely challenge 
for the prestigious role. 

After moving to the county aged 
three, he has lived in mid-Kent ever 
since, working for himself as a build¬ 
er for some 37 years, before ventur¬ 
ing into politics, and becoming a Lib¬ 
eral Democrat representative on 
Maidstone council and standing as 
candidate in the Faversham and Mid 
Kent general election. 

As well as undertaking chairman 
and management roles for a number 
of charities, he is also part of the or¬ 
ganising group for the World Custard 
Pie-throwing Championships held 
every year in Maidstone. 

The range of work he has done in 
his councillor role, however, is what 
he believes makes him the right man 
for the job. 

“I have got a good, broad experi¬ 
ence of everything that the police 
have to deal with,” he told KoS. 

“I have not been in the army but 
the police is not a military-based role. 

“I have dealt with the police on all 
levels as a councillor and for people 
in my ward I often ring the police on 


their behalf. People know me and 
they know that I will do a good job - 
I’m not just here to tick boxes.” 

Fully aware of the limitations of 
the role, Mr Naghi embraces the op¬ 
portunity to represent his public 
rather than enforcing new laws 

“It’s the role of the commissioner to 
be the champion of the community 
and I certainly believe that’s what I 
am and what I’m good at. 

“It’s the chief constable’s job to be 
in charge of the law - I have always 
been independent of the police be¬ 
cause I have not worked with them or 
advised them. 

“What I bring to the table is my 
pure passion and knowledge of Kent 
communities, and that’s what I think 
really matters to people and, ulti¬ 
mately, that’s what the role is.” 

With the public clamouring for 
more bobbies on the beat in the face 
of growing police cuts, Mr Naghi says 
he wants to help solve the problem by 
giving Police Community Support 
Officers (PCSOs) more powers and 
responsibilities. 

“These guys are rapidly becoming 
the frontline and so I want to make 
sure they are given the necessary 
powers, including the ability to make 
an arrest, it’s as simple as that. 

“I think previously young people 
didn’t respect PCSOs and that has got 
to change because when an officer in 
uniform turns up, you need to listen 


and show them that respect. 

“If they don’t do that then there 
will be consequences. 

“It’s so important to have that 
presence on the street but it’s difficult 
because nobody wants to volunteer.” 

He also insisted he wanted officers 
to work in pairs, so that there was 
never a situation where one was left 
patrolling the streets alone. 

Mr Naghi was critical of Ann 
Barnes’ tenure, insisting that a poor 
grasp of public relations meant voters 
were largely left unaware of the work 
she had done for the county. 

“She never informed us,” he said. 

“She could have been the best com¬ 
missioner in the world but how do we 
know that if she won’t engage? I don’t 
think she had the right credentials 
for the job from the start.” 

He did, however, praise Mrs 
Barnes’ continued efforts to help sup- 
p o r t 

victims of crime, and insisted that 
picking up that particular mantle is 
something that is at the heart of his 
campaign to step into her shoes. 

“I want to make sure that victims 
are given the best possible support, 
and I know that Mrs Barnes did a lot 
of good work in providing that. 

“However, there are always ways 
you can improve and so I’ll look into 
the full ins and outs of what she’s 
done and see how we can make it 
even better. 




“I’m not an expert on this kind of to know that they will be looked after 
thing, and this whole process is a and I’m confident I can do a good job 
learning curve, but these people need in making sure they are.” 


7 DAY COACH BREAK 
TO SCOTLAND - £299 




Sunday 3rd July 1 



Loch Long Hotel Loch Lomond National Park 1 

STB ★ ★ ★ 1 

Scenic ] 

TOUR INCLUDES: 

Scotland 

•6 Nights Half Board 

A 7 day coach 
holiday staying 
at our Loch Long 

. Nightly 
entertainment 
• Excursions 

Hotel. There will 1 

be an excursion • 

everyday including 
a cruise on Loch 
Lomond, Inverary, 
Oban, Edinburgh, 

Fort William, 

Glencoe, Rannoch 
Moor, Dunoon & 
Tighnabruaich. 

PICKUP FROM: 

Ramsgate, 

Broadstairs, 

Margate, 

Birchington, 

Herne Bay, 

Whitstable, 

Canterbury, 

Birchanger 

Services 

LOCHS 

W GLENS 

HOLIDAYS 

Holidays are fully bonded. 
School Road, Gartocharn, 

G83 8RW 

| LOCHS.COM 01389 713713 | 


‘Armed officers required* 

Steve Uncles of the English Democrats wants to see borders strengthened 


A FTER being born in 
Blackheath and 
brought up in Bexley, 
Mr Uncles, 52, has 
lived in Dartford for 
some 26 years. 

Having worked in project man¬ 
agement for a number of govern¬ 
ment departments, including the 
Ministry of Justice, Ministry of De¬ 
fence and Department of Health, 
he then got involved in politics in 
2003. 

He represents the English Dem¬ 
ocrats which he says is the equiva¬ 
lent to the Scottish National Party 
north of the border. 

After standing in the 2012 elec¬ 
tions, gaining 10,000 votes, the 
married father-of-two says he 
started his campaign earlier this 
time around. 

He claims his connection with 
the police was best recognised in 
2014 when he was commended by 



both the commissioner of the Met¬ 
ropolitan Police, and the Associa¬ 
tion of Chief Police Officers for 
Bravery in tackling an armed rob¬ 
ber in July 2013 near London 
Bridge station. 


At the heart of his manifesto, he 
says, is strengthening Kent’s bor¬ 
ders, and ensuring people have 
someone in authority to represent 
their views. 

He told KoS: “Illegal immigrants 
have already committed a crime 
just by arriving, and if they are not 
willing to go through the asylum 
system they are not going to be 
very English because, of course, 
we like to queue. 

“Border control are only armed 
with a ten-inch torch. 

“If you know that, and there 
were no consequences to cutting 
through fences or running past 
people, you’ve got nothing to lose, 
and that’s why they are a joke. 

“But it’s no good just having the 
threat of armed force, you have to 
be prepared to use it. 

“It will only take one or two peo¬ 
ple to be shot for them to be put off 
and this will all disappear. 


“Police are given instructions 
on how they should treat situa¬ 
tions with muslims - but not for 
sikhs or hindus. 

“I want everyone treated the 
same way - one law for everyone.” 

Mr Uncles believes the PCC role 
is a powerful one, in that it claims 
responsibility for whether or not 
the chief constable has a job. 

“Obviously you can’t go around 
making laws but I wouldn’t say 
the role has limitations,” he added 

“It’s up to the commissioner to 
tell the police which ones to really 
focus on.” 

To increase police presence on 
the streets, Mr Uncles said he 
wanted to adopt the Port of Dover 
Police model, so that teams, ac¬ 
countable to Kent Police, will be 
present at high-density areas such 
as Bluewater shopping centre in 
Dartford, and university campus¬ 
es in Canterbury. 
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Putting a spring into the step for those aged 50 and above 



no barrier to 
d happiness 


Easy ways to keep fit and 
healthy as you get a little older. 

See inside... 


Festivals for the mature music 
lover take centre stage. 

See inside... 


Older, wiser, but still full of life... our special guide for those of a certain age 




Canterbury Baking School 


Learn how to bake at our friendly workshops 

in the heart of historic Canterbury, Kent 

Our motto is “100% Bread” - we only ever use a 100% of the grain and never use additives. Our aim is to teach you how to bake, 
learn skills, gain confidence and leave with a good understanding of the health benefits of using all natural and fresh ingredients. 






Using Freshly milled heritage Grains 


As Featured in BBC 2 documentary 



22 The Ness | Canterbury | Kent | CT1 3NL 
Vicky Feldman M 07983 853 526 E vicky@canterburybakingschool.com 
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^INEW Mt Ephraim Gardens, Hernhill 

Faversham, Kent ME 13 9TX 

I DAY AUGUST 5 th -7 th 2016 
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■ ** JETHRO TULL's 



IAN ANDERSON 
WILKO JOHNSON * STEELEYE SPAN * FOCUS 
CURVED AIR * CARAVAN * MARTIN BARRE BAND 

THE ENID * THE BLOCKHEADS * NINE BELDW ZERD 

MIKE SANCHEZ * KARNATAKA * JOHN DTWAY * STRAY 

RODNEY BRANIGAN * KAZ HAWKINS BAND * ANNA PHOEBE * KRANKSCHAFT * UNORFADOX * JACKIE LYNTDN 
TOMMY JUSTICE * FLUTATIOUS * THE UNDIVIDED * DORIS BRENDEL * SIOBHAN PARR * SPANK THE MONKEY 
LIMEHDUSE LIZZY * TRUE DECEIVERS * STEVIE - One Bloke One Mandolin * TURNER ACADEMY DF IRISH DANCE 
NASHVILLE TEENS * LEATHERAT * BONZD BILLS * THE MENTULLS * RDBIN BIB! * HEAVY METAL KIDS + more,.. 

Camping, Pre-pitched camping & damping available. Free parking 

A delightfully civilised weekend of wonderful music in the Garden uf England 

Arts B craft stalls, music stalls and workshops, Morris dancers. Irish dancers, Daleks and 
other sci-fi characters, Kidznne, large selection of fine local beers from Shepherd Neame 
and Canterbury Ales, award winning ciders from Kentish Pip - all at sensible prices, excellent 
and varied food stalls, IBAQ's Experience, Classic Cars display and much mure. 

Day and weekend tickets and full info available an the website. Ticket hotline 0844 884 2820 
For info by post contact A New Day Festival, 21 Easedale Avenue, Newcastle upun Tyne, NE3 5TA 


3 DAYS 

£92 


www.anewdayfestival 



Single 
Day from 

£32 
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50 Not Out 


When a house cost 
£5,000 and fags 27p 

If you’re over 50 you’ve witnessed some remarkable changes 
in the world. We reflect on some of the most significant... 



T HE pace of change in to¬ 
day’s society is, at times, 
breathtaking. Little won¬ 
der for many of us that we 
can feel a little left behind. 
For our children or grandchildren, 
the world in which we grew up can 
seem a million miles away from that 
which they are familiar with now. 

But while we may not have had the 
incredible level of powerful technolo¬ 
gy that so many are exposed to today, 
we were there for some of the most 
amazing moments in popular culture 
and development; achievements 
which can still amaze, but which we 
take for granted. We even saw Eng¬ 
land winning the FIFA World Cup - 
beating the Germans! 

Certainly the quality of so many 
consumer items today are a mere 
shadow of the ‘built-to-last’ genera¬ 
tion of the 1950s and 60s, and it’s in¬ 
teresting to note that it’s the big 
names who rocked our musical world 


all those years ago which remain the 
biggest box office. 

Yet it is so often the simple things in 
life which have changed beyond rec¬ 
ognition, We take a look back at how 
things have changed over the dec¬ 
ades. 


COST OF LIVING 

IF you took yourself to the shops in 
1971, you could comfortably buy a 
loaf of bread, a pint of milk, a pint of 
beer and a box of 20 cigarettes, and 
still come home with change from the 
60p you left with. 

Such has been the change in the 
cost of items, in today’s money you’d 
need to be packing a £20 note to be 
sure of covering the items. 

But then back in the days when a 
pint of beer would set you back 15p 
(today it’s bearing down on £4), a loaf 
of bread for lOp (£1), milk for 6p (45p) 


and fags 27p (£9.60), the average 
property cost a little over £5,500. 

And parked outside it, you could 
have a brand new Mini for just over 
£600 or a Range Rover for around 
£ 2 , 000 . 

Compare that with today’s average 
house price of an eye-watering 
£307,000 and a new Mini today will 
set you back comfortably over 
£10,000 while a Range Rover will be 
nudging £60,000 and it’s fair to say 
things were cheaper back then. 

Not that around half the popula¬ 
tion actually owned a car. 

But while everything is relative, 
some things have comfortably out¬ 
stripped the average salary. 

Back in 1971, the average salary 
was a little over £2,000 - today that 
figure is just above £27,600. 

It’s worth noting that if the cost of 
property rose with inflation, an aver¬ 
age home should now cost around 
£70,000. 


TRAVEL 

WHILE it’s easy to focus on the explo¬ 
sion of technology, for many, the big¬ 
gest impact over the decades has been 
in the relentless rise of transport. 

From the number of cars on our 
roads, to access to the world by af¬ 
fordable air travel, the changes have 
been dramatic. 

Yet, bizarrely, in some respects 
progress today is not quite as ad¬ 
vanced as some would imagine. 

After all, it was in 1969 when man 
first walked on the Moon. Since then, 


space travel saw much of its budget 
consumed by a desire for ever more 
sophisticated weaponry. 

While the Apollo missions conclud¬ 
ed in 1972, the move to reach further 
into space with manned missions 
somewhat stalled. The Space Shuttle 
programme has been and gone with 
two notable disasters, while talk of 
putting a man on Mars remains 
something of a long-term ambition. 

Staying within our atmosphere, 
the boom in cheap flights has revolu¬ 
tionised the way we travel. Kent’s sea¬ 
side towns are often a stark reminder 



HASTINGS 

HIDDEN GEM 


A superb sea view location for your perfect holiday home. 
Shearbarn offers an exclusive holiday home environment, 
set in the hills above the historic town of Hastings, 
combined with outstanding facilities to create the perfect 
getaway. 

We are delighted to be able to offer pitches on our new exclusive Lakeside 
Development, unspoilt views to the ocean with our own private fishing lake 
beside you. 

You are now able to reserve your perfect location whilst you decide on your 
new Luxury Lodge. 

Shearbarn Holiday Park have teamed up with some of the Leading 
manufacturers based on Luxury, Build Quality and Value for Money. We have 
breath taking Lodges available from, Omar, Wessex, Prestige, Homeseeker 
and Pemberton all built to Residential Specification to enjoy during the colder 
months also. 

Plus in the facilities you can swim in our heated indoor pool, or work out in 
our gym, meet up with friends in our relaxing bar and restaurant, even go for 
a stroll within the Hastings Country Park, we are pet friendly also, after all 
they are part of the family. 


• 46 weeks Owner season • Private parking bay with each 
Lodge • A beautiful home from home experience 
• Private Fishing Lake • On Park Bakery 


• Convenience Store 


A unique combination of landscapes, from the rural with the 660 acre 
Hastings Country Park and lake that is literally on your doorstep, to the 
coastal, with three miles of unspoiled beach at Hastings offering the perfect 
environment to make the most of your precious leisure time. 

Shearbarn Holiday Park, Barley Lane, Hastings, TN35 5DX 
We are 1 hour from London, 35 mins from M25, 10 mins from A21. 
Tel: 01424 423 583 www.shearbarnholidaypark.co.uk 
Email: holidayhomeownership@shearbarn.co.uk 


It s 2016, Lets Fly!! 




www.flights-with-rosie.co.uk 

07930 538 1 1 1 

rosie@flights-with-rosie.co.uk 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


East 


Week ending April 24,2016 27 
























50 Not Out 



that once upon a time a family holi¬ 
day was on our coast. Today, you can 
now jet somewhere exotic quickly 
and get guaranteed sun for a compa¬ 
rable price. 

At the start of the 1970s some 6.7 
million of us made trips abroad... to¬ 
day, that figure dwarves 45.5m. 

But then it was only in 1970 that 
the first Boeing 747 jumbo jet took to 
the skies and transformed flight. It 
was only beaten in size in 2006 with 
the introduction of the Airbus 380. 

And like the space programme, 
some things back in the 1960s 
seemed remarkably ahead of their 
time. Concorde launched in 1969, 
whizzing across the Atlantic at twice 
the sound of speed and with a price 
tag to make the eyes of most water. 
But by 2003 it bowed out and touched 
down for the very last time. 

Ferry firms enjoyed a boom period, 
before Eurotunnel slowed it right 
down, and we’ve seen the first Dart- 
ford tunnel bored in 1963 added to 
with another in 1980 and then a 
bridge in 1991. 

It is traffic on our roads, however, 
where the figures have rocketed. In 
1965 there were an estimated 14 mil¬ 
lion cars on our roads. Today that fig¬ 
ures exceeds 35m 


COMMUNICATIONS 

ONCE upon a time, if you wanted to 
get in touch with someone who lived 
too far away to visit, your choice of 
communication was simple. You 
wrote a letter or picked up the phone. 


If you were penning a note prior to 
1968 there was just one class of post, 
at which point the two-tier first and 
second was introduced. 

A first class stamp would almost 
certainly get to its destination the fol¬ 
lowing day. And for 3p, as was the 
price in 1974 for example, you 
couldn’t argue with the value. The 


post would be delivered in one of at 
least two daily deliveries to your 
home; one of which would be waiting 
for you when you first woke up. 

Today, the cost of a first class stamp 
is 64p - and while the aim is next-day 
delivery, bitter experience suggests it 
can be something of a lottery. 

The transformation, of course, 


comes through our use of electronic 
media. Long gone are the days when 
personal, handwritten, mail was the 
norm. 

Today the letters most of us get are 
pre-printed bills. Personal corre¬ 
spondence is now via email - a 
medium which allows for almost in¬ 
stant delivery and through any 


internet-enabled device. 

As for phone calls, it’s fair to say 
they have been on something of a 
rollercoaster too. 

In post-war Britain, phones were 
still something of a luxury in the 
1940s and 1950s - and those homes 
that did have them were provided 
with uniform, black, Bakelite models. 
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50 Not Out 



As the years progressed, the phones 
became more sophisticated and pub¬ 
lic phones boomed. If you were out 
and needed a lift home, a public phone 


box was always the way you contact¬ 
ed friends and family. 

By the time the 1980 and 90s ar¬ 
rived, the home phone had evolved - 


KEEP FIT: STRETCH OUT AND FEEL THE BENEFITS 



WE’RE constantly being 
told of the importance of 
maintaining a fit and 
active lifestyle, and in 
truth the opportunities to 
do so have never been 
better. 

Exercise can reduce 
your risk of major 
illnesses, such as heart 
disease, stroke, type 2 
diabetes and cancer by 
up to 50 per cent, and 
lower your risk of early 
death by up to 30 per 
cent. 

But perhaps most 
significantly, it can keep 
your energy levels up, 
your mind fit and your 
mood will benefit as a result. 

Of course, vigorous running is 
not always possible at our age, but 
that’s not to say we can’t remain fit 
and healthy through other activi¬ 
ties. 

The NHS says: “Exercise is the 
miracle cure we’ve always had, but 
for too long we’ve neglected to take 
our recommended dose. 

“Our health is now suffering as a 
consequence. 

“This is no snake oil. Whatever 


with cordless sets becoming popular, 
despite their sometimes erratic per¬ 
formance. 

But it was the mobile which revolu¬ 
tionised the industry. The outcome 


your age, there’s strong scientific 
evidence that being physically 
active can help you lead a healthier 
and even happier life. 

“Research shows that physical 
activity can also boost self-esteem, 
mood, sleep quality and energy, as 
well as reducing your risk of stress, 
depression, dementia and Alzhe¬ 
imer’s disease.” 

So what exercises can we do? 

To stay healthy or to improve 
health, older adults are encour- 


was phone boxes started disappear¬ 
ing from our streets - today simply 
trying to find one is a challenge in it¬ 
self. And more and more of us have 
phone lines installed purely because 


aged to do two types of 
physical activity each 
week: aerobic and 
strength exercises. 

Access to gyms are 
now available like never 
before, many of which 
host a number of classes 
and sessions tailored to 
specific needs, so you 
can train and exercise at 
your own pace. 

Be that cycling, jogging 
or using the weight 
machines, or swimming 
pool facilities if available, 
gyms offer a variety of 
ways to keep fit. 

Better still, many of 
them offer a senior 
discount as an extra incentive to 
get involved. 

If that’s not your scene though, 
there are dozens of walking clubs 
and groups available throughout 
the length and width county. 

There, as well as filling your 
recommended exercise quota, you 
can take in some of the Garden of 
England’s breathtaking scenery: 
be that the White Cliffs of Dover, 
Leeds Castle or the glorious north 
Kent marshes. 


it is necessary for broadband access. 

Ironically, while so many of us now 
have a mobile phone in our pockets, 
around one-in-four rarely ever use it 
to actually ring someone up. 
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and find out how we can bring your smile back using fixed teeth on dental implants. 
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50 Not Out 


Festivals are 
hitting right 
note for us 


From classic music line-ups to a feast of 
local food and drink, the county has a 
packed calendar during the year ahead 


F THERE is one thing that has 
proved lucrative in recent 
years, it is the delights of 
nostalgia. 

And there is surely nothing 
which makes those of us who have a 
few miles on the clock relive our 
youth more than the power of music. 

So it will come as little surprise that 
a combination of the two generally 
sees tickets snapped up swiftly. 

Just take a quick peak at the suc¬ 
cess of the likes of the Rewind Festival 
- which serves up nothing but origi¬ 
nal artists from the 1980s - to see the 
appeal. 

The original incarnation of the Hop 


Farm Festival in Paddock Wood 
looked to build its reputation by serv¬ 
ing up classic acts and featured the 
likes of Iggy Pop, Lou Reed, Blondie, 
Van Morrison, Ray Davies and The 
Eagles in 2010 and 2011. 

This summer, a brand new festival 
arrives in August - specifically aimed 
at the mature rock fan. 

A New Day Festival runs from Au¬ 
gust 5-7 at Mount Ephraim Gardens 
in Faversham. 

With its feet firmly rooted in the 
1970s, there’s the likes of Jethro Tull’s 
Ian Anderson, Wilko Johnson, Can¬ 
terbury’s own Caravan, the Stran¬ 
glers, Steeleye Span and Ian Dury’s 




rAMPING 


\ 



band The Blockheads. 

Explains a spokesman for the or¬ 
ganisers: “We know what is impor¬ 
tant, and we know what can ruin an 
otherwise good weekend. 

“People want to see and hear good 
bands of course, and feedback so far 
tells us there’s a lot of people out there 
who share our love for these classic 
bands. 

“During the event we will ensure 
there are no horrendous queues for 
toilets, the bars will be staffed by ex¬ 
perienced staff to eliminate infuriat¬ 
ing queues there also - and the price 
of a pint will be no more than £3.50. 

“We attended a festival not far from 
here last year, waited 20 minutes to 
be served and were charged £5.50 for 
a beer. That’s the kind of thing that 
can ruin a festival.” 


For lovers of rock the summer of 
music kicks off locally at the Ramblin’ 
Man Fair in Mote Park, Maidstone 
from July 23-24. 

The two-day event features the 
likes of Whitesnake, Thin Lizzy, Uri¬ 
ah Heep, Hawkwind, Family and 
Procul Hamm. 

If soaking up the sun or rain in a 
field listening to classic rock isn’t 
quite your thing, then the good thing 
is there are plenty of other things to 
do in the county this summer. 

Keeping with a festival theme, 
there are a number of events which 
offer a laid-back day of browsing, mu¬ 
sic, art and food. 

There’s the Kent County Show be¬ 
tween July 8-10 - the annual celebra¬ 
tion of the county with more than a 
nod towards its agricultural roots. 


Thousands will head to the show- 
ground at Detling for the event where 
livestock and stalls selling the most 
varied selection of local products will 
be doing a roaring trade. 

Elsewhere, there’s the hugely popu¬ 
lar Whitstable Oyster Festival from 
July 21-31 which celebrates the 
town’s shellfish heritage with a com¬ 
bination of arts and crafts and eating 
and drinking. 

The laid-back sounds of Broad- 
stairs Folk Week take place over Au¬ 
gust 5-12, and the town then hosts its 
popular food festival in October. 

Faversham’s Hop Festival runs Sep¬ 
tember 3-4 and throughout the year, 
there’s the chance to take a trip back 
in time to follow the story of the Shep¬ 
herd Neame empire with regular 
brewery tours. 



.BOOK NOW 

and save 

AtoiifrnmnF 

. ppcmt j 


THfr 


SUNDAY 5TH JUNE 2016 
NORMAN PARK, KENT 


A GREAT DAY OUT FDR ALL THE FAMILY 

Quality Exhibitions * Autojumlitcs * TnJdc stands * Cars for &alfl 
Clubs * Resiomttoh Projects * Uvo mmkc 


BOOK ONLINE - WWW.BROMLEYPAGEANT.CO.uk 
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Rosemary Nurseries 

Manston Road, Margate CT9 4LT 

yell.com - 01843 823282 - rosemarynurserys @yahoo.co.uk 

Find us between Margate Cemetery and the Spitfire Museum @ Kent Int. Airport 

• Blossom and fruiting Trees 

• New seasons shrubs • Roses 

• Groundcover and Cottage Garden Plants 

• Herbs 

• Seasonal Bedding £1.80 per tray 
• Plants for Baskets and Tubs £1.40 each 
Summer Baskets available from the end of May 
Basket filling service 
bring your baskets to us now 
to make and grow on - collect 
them at the end of May 

Opening hours 

Mon - Sat 9-5 Sun 10-4 * 
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50 Not Out 


Stars still shining brightly 

If you thought showbusiness was just a young person’s game think again. All on 
this page are still at the top of their game... but can you guess their ages? 


T HERE have been claims in 
the past that once you hit 
40 your star starts to de¬ 
scend. But just try telling 
that to today’s superstars - 
many of whom are enjoying mining a 
rich seam of appreciation as they get 
a little older. 

According to the top 10 biggest 
grossing movie stars of last year were 
a gaggle of those who have long since 
blown out the candles on their 50th 
birthday cake - among them the likes 
of Robert Downey Jr (51), Jackie Chan 
(62) and Tom Cruise (53). 

Star Wars was comfortably the big¬ 
gest movie release in a decade and its 
line-up was led by Harrison Ford at 
73, Even Mark Hammill (Luke Sky- 
walker) hits 65 later this year. 

The success of Downton Abbey can 
be attributed in no small part to Dame 
Maggie Smith who is perhaps more 
famous today than at any other point 
in her career. She’s 81. An age she 
shares with fellow dame, Judi Dench, 
whose role in the James Bond movies 
has made her a global superstar. 

All are proof that as we all get a lit¬ 
tle older our maturity adds to our ex¬ 
isting talents. 



snv> 


HELEN MIRREN: Is going strong at 70 


MATERIAL GIRL : Madonna NIGHT MANAGER : Hugh 
is 57 years old. Laurie is 56 




GALATIC : Harrison Ford is 73 DAME : Maggie Smith is now a 
and Carrie Fisher is now 59 sprightly 81. 




COOL: Samuel L Jackson isn’t slow¬ 
ing down at the age of 67 



SWOON: George Clooney’s appeal 
is still intoxicating at 54 



KNOCKOUT: Susan Sarandon will 
be 70 later this year 



Aq Ucmb Centre 


ONLY £595 


n£450 


All offers 
subject to 
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Juwel ^ 
t Aquarium 
I with Free 
^cabinet 


Establish^!! 1999 we are 
njp extrjpely well known for 
pbr fnewly yet professional 
^customer service and advice. 

We specialise in providing 
many types of marine, pond, 
cold water and tropical fish 
to fill your aquarjtfm, as well 
as fishjanks to'help you grow 
your collection. 

For all your Aquatic needs: 

• Marine • Tropical 

• Coldwater • Ponds 

• Aquariums • Pond Plants 

• Glass Fibre Ponds I Pumps 

• Liners and much more 
Also now available 

• Chicken Coops 

• Rabbit/Guinea Pig 
Hutches & Runs 


www.littlefishshop.co.uk 142 London Road I Teynham I ME9 9QN 

01795 520023 iwww.littlefishshop.co.uk 

Open Mon - Sat 10-6, Sun 10-4 


Maidstone, Kent 

3 Hour River Cruise 

licensed bar, commentary & washrooms 

3 hour afternoon or evening trip 
through Farleigh Lock & beyond including 
picnic box, fresh fruit, tea & coffee or fish & chips 

£23 per person 

Check out our website at 

www.kentishlady.co.uk 
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PLUCKLEY ROAD, BETHERSDEN, NR ASHFORD TN26 3ET 
GOT QUESTIONS? CALL US 01233 820998 

www.stonegreennurseries.co.uk 

WE ONLY OPEN ON DATES ADVERTISED 


VISA 


PLANT & SHRUB 
WHOLESALER 

OPEN WEEKEND 

Bank Holiday weekend, 29th - 30th April & I st - 2nd May 

For the very best in plants & shrubs 
- AH home grown quality plants - 

ACERS ♦ ALPINES ♦ CLEMATIS 
CLIMBERS ♦ GRASSES 
HERBACEOUS PLANTS 
SHRUBS ♦ TREES ♦ WISTERIAS 
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When Prince turned the county 
purple with festival headline slot 

As the music world faces up to the tragic loss of the legendary performer at just 57, we take a look back 
at a magical weekend five years ago when the Minneapolis legend took to the stage at the Hop Farm 



By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


FAN CHRIS BRITCHER REFLECTS ON THE PERSONAL LOSS OF THE MUSIC ICON 



O N May 16, 2011, a tweet 
from a reliable source in 
the world of Prince an¬ 
nounced the US star was 
going to play in Kent that 

July. 

Within a few hours, the tweet had 
been removed and a wall of silence 
erected. Organisers at the show 
promised nothing other than an an¬ 
nouncement a few days later. Fans 
held their breath. Could the diminu¬ 
tive musical genius really be heading 
to our county? 

And then, trumpeted around the 
world, came the confirmation. Prince 
was coming. 

The Hop Farm Festival, bankrolled 
by legendary music promoter Vince 
Power, had pulled off what many 
were beginning to feel was the impos¬ 
sible and got the Minneapolis maes¬ 
tro to headline a UK festival. Glaston¬ 
bury had tried, and failed, for years. 

It wouldn’t come cheap, mind. 
Prince knew his pulling power as a 
live performer. But for a cool $1 mil¬ 
lion (£700,000) Prince would step 
out onto the stage in Paddock Wood 
and set the place alight. 

Some 30,000 fans gathered for the 
show. It wasn’t, perhaps surprisingly, 
sold out - potentially in part to it 
forming a third additional day to 
what had originally been billed as a 
two-day event. But while the finan¬ 
cial return may not have been 
through ticket sales, the publicity it 

Continued on page 36 


ONCE in a while, the planets 
align and someone you have 
never met and whom you will 
never know personally, enters 
your life and stubbornly 
refuses to leave. 

I was just 11 when I fell 
under the spell of Prince in 
1984. A move away from my 
friends as my family shifted 
from Tunbridge Wells to 
Ashford, meant I took solace 
in the weird world of pop 
music. 

He was like nothing I had 
ever seen before; as if he 
were human mixed with something 
alien. 

I played the Purple Rain album 
until the grooves of the vinyl started 
turning grey. Let’s Go Crazy was - 
and remains - the only song I have 
never, ever tired of; capable of pick¬ 
ing me up when I am down and my 
all time favourite as a consequence. 
It wasn’t his best musical offering, 
but it exerted a power over me 
nothing else could. 

As I grew a little older, so his 
music became my guide into 
another world. And, should you 
have listened to some of his earlier 
material, it certainly left little to the 
imagination. He blurred lines and 
barriers, swore and spoke of acts I 
had to consult the dictionary to 
define. He was intoxicating. And he 
just kept getting better. 

When he released Sign O' The 


Times - surely his defining single 
piece of work -1 was 14 and 
needed more. An agonising few 
hours spent on the phone and I had 
tickets to a Wembley Stadium show 
in the summer of 1987.1 was 
ecstatic. Wear something peach or 
black, it said on the ticket. My 
mother obliged... the peach shirt 
was ready. I bored people at school 
to death about it. But just weeks 
before the show took place he 
cancelled. I was devastated. I must 
admit I blubbed like a spoilt child. 

I never cried again about Prince 
until this week. 

The following year, promoting his 
Lovesexy album (where he 
perched naked on the album 
sleeve), I finally went to see him live 
at Wembley Arena. It would be a 
defining moment. From 1988,1 
would attend at least one show on 


every subsequent UK 
tour. Watching him 
perform was like nothing 
else. He danced and 
sang, played the guitar, 
the piano, the drums and 
everything in between. 
He climbed on beds that 
would swing out above 
the crowd, drove around 
the stage in a full-size 
car, and then after all that 
head off to a small venue 
for another long show 
stretching into the small 
hours. He was relentless. 
And I loved every single minute. 

Granted, his musical output 
would start to decline in quality 
from the mid-1990s onwards, but 
there was always something about 
every subsequent release which 
made him worth it. 

He and I got older together. Him 
in the luxury I continued to keep 
him in. Me in the slightly less well 
off state had I not just splurged yet 
more money on his concert tickets. 
He was a constant. A physical link 
transporting me from that 11-year- 
old to the 40-something I am now. 

I stopped boring everyone about 
him long ago - there is surely 
nothing worse than a proper 
grown-up with an obsession about 
a pop star - but my devotion never 
died. He did things and said things 
which I didn’t agree with and I 
came to the conclusion that it was 


probably best to distance the man 
from the music. 

But he kept the real man so 
hidden beneath the carefully 
constructed public persona I was 
able to focus on that. I liked the fact 
he rarely gave interviews, liked the 
fact he always looked like the 
perfectly groomed superstar that 
he was. I could focus on that and the 
music even when he was doing daft 
things like threatening fans with 
legal action for having a photograph 
of him on their website. 

His music still had the power to 
move me and his live shows were, 
without exception, the most thrilling 
events I have ever had the pleasure 
of witnessing. 

While others played golf, or 
obsessed about films, or pottered 
around with cars, I had Prince. 

It’s a cliche to say when one of 
your heroes dies a little part of you 
goes with them. But with Prince 
goes a chunk of my life that I clung 
to like a rock. He became a hobby 
and a hero in one. No more will the 
panic button be hit when tickets for 
his shows are about to go on sale. 
No more will my cousin and I - my 
partner in crime when it came to 
our mutual devotion to Prince - have 
glorious, unforgettable, days out to 
see him. And that in itself is an 
agony. 

Prince is gone. But his place in 
my life will never be forgotten. As 
silly as I know that is. 
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Nepal still rebuilding a year on 

With the anniversary of the devastating Nepal earthquake on Monday we take a look at the work the 
Gurkha Welfare Trust charity is doing to re-accommodate veterans who lost their homes a year ago 


Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


E LDERLY Gurka veterans are 
still rebuilding their lives as 
we approach the one-year 
anniversary of the Nepal 
earthquake. 

Thousands suffered damage to 
their homes and are relying on emer¬ 
gency aid from the Gurkha Welfare 
Trust (GWT) - a UK charity operat¬ 
ing in Nepal. 

One such veteran is 75-year-old 
Corporal Krishnabahadur Thapa, 
who served with the 2nd Gurkha Ri¬ 
fles from 1959. 

As a younger man he fought in 
Brunei and Borneo - jungle based 
conflicts where Gurkhas provided the 
lion’s share of the British Army’s role 
and reinforced their formidable repu¬ 
tation - before returning to a hard 
but peaceful life of subsistence farm¬ 
ing in Parbat district, Nepal. 

When last year’s earthquake 
struck, Cpl Thapa initially thought a 
heavy lorry was causing the ground 
to shake, but soon discovered his 
home destroyed and spent the follow¬ 
ing weeks in a tent with his family. 

Rebuilding progress was 
hampered by the annual monsoon 
and then a trade blockade on 



REBUILDING: One year on, work to repair the damage continues... 


the southern border with India. 

Following a period of planning, 
GWT began its long-term earthquake 
response in earnest last November. 

Staffed largely by former Gurkhas, 
the charity’s current priority is help¬ 
ing veterans and widows by 
providing new, earthquake resistant 
homes while maintaining its routine 
support. 

Now, after months of hardship, Cpl 
Thapa is only days away from moving 
in to his new home with his wife, 
Belkumari. 

For the couple, it will be a relief to 
have a secure roof over their heads: “I 
can’t see this new house falling down 
anymore,” he added. “I’m confident it 


will withstand anything.” 

By the end of April, around 150 
such homes will be completed, while 
hundreds more are under construc¬ 
tion and most should be accommo¬ 
dated by the end of the year. 

John White, head of GWT’s Earth¬ 
quake Response Team, said: “With 
the monsoon likely to hinder progress 
as roads become difficult to negotiate, 
we’re now deploying stores forward 
so that building work is not unduly 
affected. 

“In this way, at least 80 per cent of 
the 1,200 home builds should be fin¬ 
ished by the end of 2016, with the rest 
completed by the second anniversary 
of the earthquakes.” 


APRIL 25, 2015... 


THE Nepal earthquake on April 
25,2015, was unquestionably one 
of the worst natural disasters in 
recent years as it killed more than 
8,000 people and injured more 
than 21,000. 

It occurred at 11.56 Nepal 
Standard Time, at a depth of 
approximately 15km, which is 
considered shallow and therefore 
more damaging than quakes that 
originate deeper in the ground. 

Its epicentre was approximately 
34 km east-southeast of Lamjung, 
lasting approximately fifty 
seconds and the quake was 
reported as 7.8 on the Richter 
scale. 

It triggered an avalanche on 
Mount Everest, killing 21 people 
and therefore making April 25 the 
deadliest day on the mountain in 
history. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
people were made homeless with 
entire villages flattened, across 
many districts of the country. 

Centuries-old buildings were 
destroyed at UNESCO World 
Heritage sites in the Kathmandu 
Valley, including some at the 



Kathmandu Durbar Square, the 
Patan Durbar Square, the 
Bhaktapur Durbar Square, the 
Changu Narayan Temple and the 
Swayambhunath Stupa. 

Geophysicists and other 
experts had warned for decades 
that Nepal was vulnerable to a 
deadly earthquake, particularly 
because of its geology, urbaniza¬ 
tion, and architecture. 


Celebrating 25 years 
of Care & Support 



Amherst Court 
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care & support 

'Everyone TfUt t&rs’ 



The only ‘outstanding’ Care Home in Medway. 

Amherst Court care home provides care with 
compassion for those living with dementia. 

The team of attentive, experienced and skilled staff provide 24 hour care in a 
pleasant, homely environment. Services provided at Amherst Court include full 
time residential care, day care and short term respite care. 

All rooms at Amherst Court are bright and cheerful with bedrooms having 
en-suite facilities providing relaxation and a sense of well-being. The home has its 
own hairdressers, a Cafe that is open to residents and visitors and a beautiful 
courtyard garden with raised flowerbeds for residents to enjoy. 

“Mum has first class care and is very happy, 
I cannot recommend Amherst Court enough” 

V, 01634 400 009 B enquiry@avantecare.org.uk 

Palmerston Road, Chatham, Kent ME4 6LU @ avantecare.org.uk 
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for Kent County Council. 
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generated was immense both in the 
coup of booking him and the critical 
reception afterwards. 

By the time July 3 dawned, the fes¬ 
tival crowd was ready to be sent home 
on a high. 

The opening night had seen The 
Eagles perform, while the Saturday 
night was a sensational blend of Iggy 
Pop, Lou Reed and a sublime headline 
slot from Morrissey. 

It would take quite something to 
top that. 

The weather was glorious. The sun 
shone and the air was warm. It was 
exactly like a festival should be. 

Prince was playing no other UK 
show that year and, as a conse¬ 
quence, his hardcore fans were flock¬ 
ing from far and wide to watch him 
perform - many travelling from 
across Europe for the show. 

As the day-long musical line-up be¬ 
gan, many had already started to 
move into position at the centre of the 
stage. Prepared to stay there for hours 
just to ensure they were in pole 
position. 

As the day drew on, Larry Graham, 
bass player of the legendary Sly and 
the Family Stone took to the stage. He 
and Prince had grown close over the 
years. 

Not only were the band a heavy in¬ 
fluence on Prince, but Larry Graham 
is seen by many to be the man who 
introduced Prince to the Jehovah 
Witness faith in 2001. They per¬ 
formed frequently together. 

By the time Tinie Tempah, second 
on the bill, performed, the front of 
the stage had become a heaving mass 
of bodies. Young and old alike 
were desperate to witness a man 
whose reputation as a live 


performer was second to none. 

The anticipation was tangible as 
the crowd waited to see Prince arrive. 
Some still harboured deep fears he 
would pull out at the last minute. 

But then, there he was. Striding out 
to a raptuous reception. And Prince 
being Prince, he even managed to 
kick off the set with a song which 
doubled up as a soundcheck. 

Would he, though, play the hits 
or would he, as many fans pondered, 
instead perform a setlist of fan 
favourites but which disappoint 


the casual admirer? 

He did not let anyone down. Every 
one of his first nine songs were 
plucked straight from his greatest 
hits collection. Kicking off with the 
magnificent splendour of Let’s Go 
Crazy, mixed with a little Delirious, 
he then stormed through 1999, Noth¬ 
ing Compares 2 U (the song he 
penned originally for proteges The 
Family but which would deliver a glo¬ 
bal hit for Sinead O’Connor), Take Me 
With You, Raspberry Beret and 
Cream. 


By the time he’d thrown in a tribute 
to Michael Jackson - his old rival 
megastar from their 1980s hey-day - 
he rounded off with the likes of U Got 
the Look, Purple Rain, Kiss, Contro¬ 
versy, If I Was You Girlfriend and 
wrapped it up with Baby I’m a Star - 
plucked from his multi-million sell¬ 
ing Purple Rain album. 


He’d left the venue before the final 
notes of the final song had been 
played - as was his custom to avoid 
getting caught up in the crush. 

The headlines which came with the 
performance were universally 
positive. 

Prince for $lm? He was worth 
every penny. 



Sole 


Now 


big savings 
on fires... 


Electric Fireplace Suite 

Stone effect with 2kw Fan Heater 


Price £499 


Don't miss out! More offers in our showroom 

Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 OAD 

01634 813813 | sales@morrisandturner.co.uk | morrisandturner.co.uk 
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Cancer charity focuses on what 
young people are able to achieve 


Launched at the Turner Contemporary in Margate this week, YouCAN aims to help those aged 10 to 30 
by concentrating on what can be done during illness and as they try to get back to a ‘new’ normality... 


By Simon Allin 

simon.allin@archantco.uk 


A CANCER charity has 
been launched in Kent 
with an emphasis on 
helping young people 
recover from the pro¬ 
found impact the condition can have 
on their lives. 

As the name implies, YouCAN is fo¬ 
cused on what people with cancer are 
able to achieve - both during their ill¬ 
ness and afterwards, when they face 
the task of trying to get back to 
normality. 

More than 2,300 teenagers and 
young adults are diagnosed with can¬ 
cer every year - over six per day - 
with instances of the condition in the 
young increasing by 55 per cent since 
the late 1970s. 

Fortunately, 85 per cent survive - 
but they face an uphill struggle to 
overcome the personal and profes¬ 
sional setbacks they have 
experienced. 

The charity, which is part of the 
Children’s Development Trust (CDT), 
was officially launched at the Turner 
Contemporary in Margate on Thurs¬ 
day (April 21), setting out its vision to 
transform cancer care in the county. 

Colin Thacker, chairman of the 
CDT, told Kent on Sunday that You¬ 
CAN aims to address a gap in the pro¬ 
vision of support for those with can¬ 
cer between the ages of ten and 30. 

“There is support out there but in 
terms of young people, it is good for 
children but not for young people,” he 
said. 

“The ten to 30 period covers a tran¬ 
sitional stage in people’s lives, with 
GCSEs and A-levels and so on, and 
their employment position is altered 
by the diagnosis. But if people are 
nine or 32, we won’t turn them away. 

“We have agreed to buy one prop¬ 
erty in Thanet to provide a respite 
house in a confidential location. The 
idea is to give people short breaks, or 
weekend breaks to relieve the stress of 
trying to manage with their family. 

“If it is after treatment, there is an 
ongoing impact. If one of your par¬ 
ents has to give up work to look after 
you, there can be a big financial im¬ 
pact, so you might be unable to afford 
a break. 

“We also offer a variety of support 
services, such as counselling, mas¬ 
sage, yoga and reiki. 

“It is about bringing people togeth¬ 
er to share their experiences with 
someone their own age.” 

Mr Thacker himself had cancer 
and is now in remission, and he said 
he could not imagine having to deal 
with the illness as a teenager with 
hopes and aspirations for the future. 

Chief fundraiser Natalie Tegg ex¬ 
plained that much of the chairity’s 
backing comes from businesses, par¬ 
ticularly through engaging staff - vol- 
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have enough issues to worry about as 
it is,” she explained. 

“And the physical effects it can 
have, such as on your appearance, 
can have a big impact on your 
confidence. 

“It is about building up confidence 
and self-esteem - about getting back 
to a ‘new normal’.” 

Twenty-four-year old Tom Jenkins, 
from Sittingbourne, was studying 
mechanical engineering at universi¬ 
ty when he was diagnosed with 
Hodgkins Lymphoma in 2014. 

He told KoS: “I was at uni at the 
time finishing my second year, and I 
had to take a year out - and it is a big 
change to come home. 

“I had to go out of my way to get 
people to come and see me at home. 

“I think it has set me back. I have 
gone back to uni, but the time out has 
affected me, and there is only so much 
the uni can do to help.” 

Mr Jenkins explained how he had 
benefited from support provided dur¬ 
ing his treatment - particularly from 
exercise. 

“It gives you something to look for¬ 
ward to during treatment and after¬ 
wards as well, because you can never 
really move on,” he said. 

“Before I was diagnosed I played 
American Football, but then I started 
to drop out of it. 

“It is difficult because you spend a 
lot of time through treatment being 
told not to do things, and there is not 
much of an emphasis on what you 
can do. 

“You are treading on eggshells all 
the time, thinking, ‘should I go on a 
run or will that hurt me?”’ 

The charity has a multi-discipli¬ 
nary approach, partnering with oth¬ 
er cancer charities such as MacMil¬ 
lan and Clic Sargeant, as well as the 
NHS, through Maidstone and Queen 
Elizabeth the Queen Mother 

[ hospitals. 

Ms Tegg said it could grow 
I to cover other areas in future 
and has already established 
links with organisations in 
Sussex and London - Great 
Ormond Street is about to be¬ 
come a partner. 

YouCAN also has a number 
of high-profile ambassadors, 
including Capital FM present¬ 
er Dave Berry, professional 
golfer Ben Barham, and BBC 
TV and radio journalist and 
presenter Victoria Derby¬ 
shire. 

“The reaction we have had 
so far from the people of Kent 
has been fantastic,” Mr 
Thacker said. 

- “We want to send out a pos¬ 
itive message. We want to put 
people back on the right road.” 

■ If you want to get involved with 
YouCAN, or for more information, 
visit www.you-can-org.uk, email 
hello@you-can.org.uk or telephone 
01732 844874. 


unteers are currently painting the 
respite house. 

“We also get a lot of community 
support from people doing cake sales 
and traditional fundraising,” she add¬ 
ed. “That £5 can really make a 
difference. 

“We have linked up with Kent 
Sport to provide exercise for people - it 
can help to reduce the probability of 
recurrence.” 

As part of the holistic approach to 


treatment, the charity also runs 
healthy eating workshops for people 
on a budget, so they can improve 
their diet. 

Like Mr Thacker, Ms Tegg also has 
a close personal connection with the 
cause, having been diagnosed with 
breast cancer at the age of 39. 

As a parent, she can relate to the 
impact the condition can have on 
youngsters. 

“You can be off school for 18 


POSITIVE: YouCAN’s founders 
are keen to help young people with 
cancer go on to lead fulfilling lives. 

months, you can be in isolation for six 
or eight weeks, and young people 
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LET US HELP YOU 




Mitcham 
Building Supplies 


WITH YOUR DIY 



Ready Mixed 
Concrete and Screed 



Insulation 

foiled 

sheets 

Sizes from 
12 mm- 150 mm 


Lv', 


1 


ijT jT 

- / 

m 


Specialist Decking 
available - Grassdeck Pro/ 
Walksure/ composite 


Reversible, treated decking 
150 x 32mm - £1.79 per m 2 . 

Lengths available 3.6m, 4.2m, 
4.8m and 5.1m 

For prices pop in or call! 



New green & brown Sleepers 2.4m 
£14.99 + vat each 
3m £19.99 +vat each 
Reclaimed grade A 
£21.99 + vat each 

2.4 metre Oak Sleepers £25.99 +VAT 



Textured & 

Riven slabs 

Colours available red/ buff/ 
light grey/ dark grey 

Textured slabs from £3.99 each! 


Pop in for a brochure today 



Fence panels 
6x6 Waney from £18.99 
6x6 F-Edge From £24.95 



Gravel Boards and Posts 

6ft concrete posts, post mix, 6x6 wide 
concrete gravel boards IN STOCK 



- ,fjsl ^ 

1 

Mijfuj 

r 1 

Is \ 


Indian Sandstone, Indian 
Stone Circles & Indian 
Stone Pavers 

Special offer just 
£16.99m2 when 
ordering a crate 



Decorative 

aggregates 

and large rockery stones 



All aggregates, 
mastercrete concrete 
& Rugby cement 
available in bulk 
& maxi bags 


READY MIXED CONCRETE/SCREED • FENCING • BRICKS • TIMBER 


You’ve tried the rest now try the best YOUR ONE STOP SHOP FOR BUILDING SUPPLIES 

Trade & Retail Open: Mon-Fri 7.00-5.30pm Open all-day Saturday 

HERNE BAY GILLINGHAM 

MBS House, 80 Eddington Lane, Serena House, Bredgar Road, 

Herne Bay, Kent CT6 5TR Gillingham, Kent ME8 6PL 

Telephone 01227 366633 Telephone 01634 366040 

Fax 01227 360451 Fax 01634 23291 

Email: herneybay@mbs.uk.com Email: salesgillingham@mbs.uk.com 
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Roas^ns to Vfflto 
ENGLISH DEMOCRATS 


Steve 

Uncles 


Advertisement paid for by Steve Uncles 


THE KENTISH MAN FROM 


H “Our Kent Police will be armed to prevent illegal 
immigrants entering England via Kent” 

Steve Uncles 


I am I was born in 

England, and support 
in sport. 

I want an 

the same as the Scottish 
Parliament, 

St. George’s Day like the 
Irish celebrate St. Patrick’s 
Day, I want to preserve my 

English Culture, like the Welsh 
preserve their language. 

I simply want, what other 
people do for their own 
nations, but I am told I must be 
BRITISH not and that if 

I say I am roud, I am 

a racist?... why is this? 


[English I 

De mocrat s I 


“Protect Our England” 


Kent PCC 


Protect Our Borders 
<K*n< PoHta to fan At Borden) 

Protect Our Culture 

PaHcd td uphold English Culture} 

Protect Our Laws 

Inw English Law in K*ntJ 
Put more police on the bent 

whore they are needed 

Ensure a zero tolerance approach 
to crime St antkacia! behaviour 


"Five Eiitfiii hi-h * wmm W E-^fUrnJ 

•i: ailnrd !\jb ii-u ti - J- ' .ird VftdH hai Rid 
L V-T-Ti: TP tlOJVl 141 It* &rKfciSh UTUl 'iVilihL 
rtfionwia Engkrul hm Vis QrvjLsfi 
Pwnflu M i 

m EpgHri □w,vij so nm 
fnglnird Ik mnl tfm xof rrs j bar n IN' UK juid n 
hri uwd U 1 * tofrrtHrenl 'earth to be rni&.mJ 
tar Ifsi' tcnraliL li rt attar uarclnM lEngHAi people 
VwuWnft w wcor«d dm 

T +ia Li -:|i sn Denaonts- Pki yb a rango d 

:,Ci!Fr!H*i 44*149 (WW»W *Ni,h *■ & *1 fiiir-f*! fil 

ErgiqH rv-kj E*Hp9n TdrtP 

Vn nr proud Erf 4 ycu are *.ud Ltaii 

¥*« Uhiohrtd imU^ 

tq 9 *i ■fi'.chai: in :>>/70 US K* 1 * Cirrt?fc»aaii ■ 

E.rrn " - E'ljL'-ft "■ “■' 3 Tp*: PZP? 24? 1W.1 

Wife ryij _ 


- JHL, 

| Pimamn Md W FHEE inJrnm-j'iun pnefc ntn INi 

I EmjMi-h Ertfnocrili 




Call 0207 242 1066 TODAY! 


“Protect Our 


Promoted by Mike Russell, 9 Durrell Gardens, Chatham, ME5 OAW on behalf of Steve Uncles of the English Democrats Party, 1 Shears Close, Dartford DAI 2TL 


Steve Uncles - English Democrats 

2016 Kent Police Commissioner Candidate 

2015 HRH Prince of Wales Leadership Event 
2014 ACPO Police Public Bravery Award 
2013 Met. Police Commended for Bravery 
1983 Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award 

Q ©SteveUncles Q 0207 242 1066 


Culture” 

“Multi-cultural, politically correct practices, 
totally alien to English Culture, will no longer be 
accepted, in public, in Kent if I am elected” 

Steve Uncles 
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BRIGHT: Colourful parade attracted another big turnout 

Crowds hit 
the streets 
to celebrate 
Vaisakhi 


Sikh community in Gravesend deliver 
a splash of colour as they celebrate a 
day which marks the creation of their 
faith dating back more than 300 years 


T housands took part in 
the annual Vaisakhi cele¬ 
brations in Gravesham last 
weekend, as people trav¬ 
elled from across the coun¬ 
ty to participate. 

The festival is the Sikh new year 
festival and also commemorates 
1699, the year Sikhism was born as a 
collective faith. 

Last year’s parade captured front 
page headlines after prime minister 
David Cameron and his wife Saman¬ 
tha joined the event a month before 
the nation went to the polls for the 
general election. 

Davinder Singh Bains, president of 
the Guru Nanak Darbar Gurdwara, 
said: “Despite the poor weather I was 
overwhelmed by how many people 
came to support the Vaisakhi celebra¬ 
tions. 

“Vaisakhi celebrates the birth of 
the Sikh faith and one of its key ten¬ 
ants is seva, giving one’s time in self¬ 
less service and this could be seen all 
through the celebrations with mem¬ 
bers of the local congregation giving 
kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


up their time in the weeks leading up 
to help ensure that Vaisakhi was a 
success. 

“The Sikh community has a long 
and proud history here in Gravesham 
and we appreciate the support of all 
our partners and the local communi¬ 
ty in making Vaisakhi such a colour¬ 
ful spectacle.” 

Gurvinder Sandher who has been 
working with the Guru Nanak Dar¬ 
bar Management Committee to or¬ 
ganise the festivities added: “It is so 
rewarding after months of planning 
to see that despite the poor weather 
thousands of people coming out to 
support the Vaisakhi celebrations. 

“Great credit needs to be given to 
all the volunteers who gave up their 
time to make Vaisakhi such a colour¬ 
ful and spectacular celebration. 

“The Vaisakhi celebrations in 
Gravesham are some of the biggest in 
the UK and it is a great testament for 
all concerned that they have evolved 
from just being a Sikh celebration to 
one involving all communities re¬ 
gardless of faith.” 




CHEER: Gravesend town centre was packed last weekend as the Sikh community spilled onto the streets in an 
event which last year was attended by prime minister David Cameron and his wife Samantha - a picture opportunity 
which made national headlines.. All pictures on this page courtesy of Sarah Knight/Gravesham Borough Council and 
Cohesion Plus. 
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PRICES FROM £1750 


♦VAT 


YOUR PACKAGE INCLUDES 


* Full use of the re-turfed professional football pitch at The Valley 

• Use of the home and away dug-outs 

* Access to the pitch via players tunnel 

• Use of the home and away players' changing rooms 

• Exclusive area of the West Stand for spectators 

• Access to a lounge post-match 

• FA qualified referee * Three footballs • Stewards 

* Car parking * Event manager * First aider 


TO BOOK OR FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 
020 8333 4098 OR EMAIL SALES@CAFC.CO.UK 
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LAUGHTER: Top comedians (clockwise from top left) Gary Delaney, Sean Hughes, Jarred Christmas and Pete Firman 






d 


Top comics promise an unpredictable evening of laughter at Theatre Royal... 


» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 


Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


A N all-star group of 
stand-up comedians is 
coming to Margate 
next month - and they 
insist that live gigs are 
still the best way to experience 
comedy. 

Sean Hughes, Pete Firman, 
Jarred Christmas and Gary Delaney 
have contributed to some of the big¬ 
gest comedy shows on TV, includ¬ 
ing Mock the Week, 8 out of 10 cats 
and Never Mind the Buzzcocks. 

Their All-Star Stand-Up Tour 
reaches the Theatre Royal on May 
7, and they are keen to defend live 
comedy in an age when so much is 
available on TV and the internet. 

Mr Hughes said: “Anything can 
happen on the night, it’s unpredict¬ 
able, that’s what it’s all about. I can 
go out and do things I have no in¬ 
tention of doing - you just can’t do 
that on TV. You can really connect 


with the audience at a live show.” 

Mr Firman added: “Nothing 
beats being in the room while it’s 
happening. Atmosphere, immedia¬ 
cy. You don’t get that sitting at a 
computer by yourself. There is 
nothing else like a live comedy ex¬ 
perience.” 

The funnymen recounted some 
of the best and worst live experi¬ 
ences of their careers, many of 
which attest to the unpredictability 
of stand-up comedy. 

Mr Delaney said that one of his 
best experiences was during a gig 
for the National Association of Bik¬ 
ers with Disabilities. 

The audience started rolling 
around laughing, and he thought 
he was ‘killing it’ - but soon discov¬ 
ered the real cause of their mirth. 

“The bright sunlight was casting 
a clear silhouette of a weeing man 
right behind me on stage, and I was 


the only one who couldn’t see it. It 
looked like a shadow puppet of the 
Mannekin Piss in Brussels, but 20 
stone, in a leather jacket and with a 
can of lager in the other hand.” 

One of his worst moments came 
in front of an audience in Berlin, 
when he ended up ‘playing for sev¬ 
en minutes to a politely baffled 
silence’. 

‘“It’s lovely to be here in Berlin, 
I’ve never been here before but my 
granddad used to visit regularly.. . 
when he was in the RAF’. Opening 
lines are so important aren’t they?” 
Mr Delaney said. 

The comics also named some of 
their all-time favourite comedians. 
For Mr Hughes, it’s Richard Prior: 
“I saw him on TV when I was 14 
and that’s the reason I did comedy 
really. I was a kid in Ireland and 
there was this middle-aged Ameri¬ 
can crack addict saying things I 


could really understand.” 

Mr Delaney named American 
Emo Phillips: “My favourite joke of 
his is: ‘I got in trouble on a date 
once, I didn’t open the car door for 
her. Instead, I just swam to the sur¬ 
face’.” 

It’s a cliche that everyone thinks 
they have a sense of humour, and 
it’s certainly a common trait. But 
the comics insist that stand-up is a 
fine art. 

Mr Christmas said: “You can 
learn techniques and tricks but that 
will never beat being naturally fun¬ 
ny. But you need to work at it even if 
you are a natural. We all have 
mates who are funny, but not many 
who could make it as professional 
comedians.” 

The All-Star Stand-Up Tour 2016 
kicks off at 7.30pm on May 7 at the 
Theatre Royal, Margate. Standard 
tickets are £18.50. 
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holidays 


Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 




Holidays offered by 
GN Holidays 
& Voyages 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 
ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 

info@gnvoyages.co.uk 

www.gnvoyages.co.uk 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 







£25pp low deposit 
when you book by 23 
April and travel by rail 


themed Hotel 


Ferrari & Lamborghini - 
Live the Dream in Italy 

Escorted Holiday by Air 

21 October, 2016 & 10 March, 2017- Quote: FL 

Come with us to Maranello in Northern Italy - home to the most famous sports 
car maker in the world - Ferrari. Our four day tour takes in Maranello's Ferrari 
Museum and Fiorano Test Track plus the Enzo Ferrari and Lamborgini 
Museums in Modena and more. No trip to Maranello would be complete 
without taking a Ferrari out for a spin. Test drives are possible at an extra cost 
with options to drive a range of models, including the new California and the 
550 Maranello. 

INCLUDED: Escorted throughout abroad • Return flights with hand luggage from 
London Gatwickto Bologna • Three nights four-star bed-and breakfast 
accommodation sharing a twin/double-bedded room at the Ferrari themed 
Maranello Village Hotel plus one dinner • Admissions to all the museums as stated 
plus a guided bus tour inside the Fiorano test-track proving grounds • All transfers 
abroad 


Puglia -Trulli'the Jewel 
of Europe 

Escorted Holiday by Rail or Air 

May to October, 2016 • Quote: PG 

Come with us to Puglia, in the heel of Italy, and stay in a traditional Trulli 
house in Alberobello. With their distinctive conical roofs, white exterior and, 
of course, modern hotel comforts, this is a unique way to enjoy a true flavour 
of Puglia. From here we discover breathtaking scenery on included excursions 
taking-in Lecce, Matera, Martina Franca, Grotto di Castellano, Ostuni, Castel 
del Monte and Trani. 

INCLUDED: Escorted throughout • Return rail travel from London St Pancras or 
Ebbsfleet to Bari or return flights to Milan from a choice of UK airports (supp't may 
apply) with onward train to Bari • Overnight hotel B&B in or near Milan outbound and 
return • 7 nights half-board stay in a Trulli House • All excursions ‘Transfers abroad 


Selected dates from June 2016 to March 2017 


Join us for a trip down memory lane as we enjoy 60s music hits and a friendly 
party atmosphere - for over 40s only - at handpicked hotels in the English 
countryside. With a tribute act each night, plus breakfasts, dinners and 
comfortable en-suite accommodation, these breaks offer 60s-style value-for- 
money too. 

Locations are: 

• Stoke Rochford Hall, Lincolnshire - 4 & 18 November 2016, £119pp; 
20 January, 24 February & 31 March 2017, £1 29pp; Quote: SR 

• Penyard House, Herefordshire - 3 June 2016, £139pp; Quote: PH6 

• Hinckley Island Hotel, Leicestershire - starring The Fortunes and The Ivy 
League - 17 June 2016, £1 39pp; Quote: HK6 

• Thatchers Hotel, Surrey - 28 October 2016, £1 29pp; Quote: TGI 0 
OUR PRICE INCLUDES: Two nights half-board accommodation sharing a 
twin/double-bedded room • Entertainment each evening • Free Parking 


Free Drinks 


Private Charter 


Entertainment 


Over 40s only 


4-Star Rhine in Flames 
& Moselle River Cruise 

Escorted Holiday by Rail or Air 

31 August, 2016 - Quote: RN8 


This fabulous cruise takes in the Rhine and Moselle Rivers, Bingen's wine 
festival and fireworks display, captivating scenery, picturesque towns and 
more. If all of this is not enough, add the 4-star MPS Johannes Brahms, 
providing just 80 guests with a friendly crew, great food, superb service, 
entertainment and spacious en-suite cabins - all with picture windows. With 
visits to Cologne, Andernach, Rudesheim, Bingen, Cochem and Boppard, this is 
a magical voyage that will stay in your memory for years to come. 

INCLUDED: Escorted return rail travel from London St Pancras or Ebbsfleet to 
Belgium and coach to Cologne or return flights with luggage from a choice of UK 
airports to Cologne - supp't may apply • 7 nights full-board cruise sharing a twin 
bed, main deck rear cabin - upgrades available • Beer, wine by the glass, and soft 
drinks served at lunch and dinner and from 6pm to midnight at the bar 
• Entertainment ‘Transfers abroad • Services of our Cruise Director on board 


Swinging 60s Party Breaks 
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CeeLo Green kicks off Marlowe 
contemporary music season 


Mission Impudseyble? 


BRITAIN’S Got Talent winners 
Ashleigh and Pudsey arrive in 
Dartford at the end of May with 
their new show, Mission Impud¬ 
seyble. The entertainment duo 
will perform at The Orchard on 
May 29 and 30. 




STAR: CeeLo Green shot to solo fame with the infectious single Forget You, released in 2010. 


By Simon Allin 

simon.aUin@archant.co.uk 


W ORLD-famous sing¬ 
er CeeLo Green is 
heading to Canter¬ 
bury next month in 
one of only three 
shows he will play in the UK this 
year. 

The live-time Grammy Award¬ 
winning entertainer shot to fame 
as a solo artist on the back of UK 
chart-topper Forget You, which 
made the top ten in 13 countries. 

As well as old hits, he will be per¬ 
forming material from new release 
Heart Blanche, which features sin¬ 
gles Robin Williams; Sign of the 
Times and Music To My Soul and 
Work. 

Mr Green is launching the thea¬ 
tre’s new contemporary music sea¬ 
son, Music At The Marlowe, which 
will see it play host to a range of fa¬ 
mous faces. 

Billy Ocean, Russell Watson, Er¬ 
nest Ranglin, Matt Cardie, Jocelyn 
Brown, Icons of the 80s (featuring 
T’Pau, Nik Kershaw and Go West), 
Elaine Paige, Billy Bragg and Dr 
Hook are all set to play the main 
house in the next few months. 
Meanwhile, Peter Howarth, Ro¬ 


byn Hitchcock and Glenn Till- 
brook are among those playing 
The Marlowe Studio. 

Mr Green first came onto the 
music scene as a member of the 
southern hip-hop group Goodie 
Mob, along with Big Gipp, T-Mo 
and Khujo. 

He later formed Gnarls Barkley 
with deej ay-producer Danger 
Mouse, releasing the 2006 hit Cra¬ 
zy, which reached number one in 


several singles charts. 

In 2010, Mr Green launched his 
solo career with the album The 
Lady Killer, which featured Forget 
You. 

Last year, he featured on Kend¬ 
rick Lamar’s new album Untitled 
Unmastered, contributing his vo¬ 
cals to song Untitled 6. 

He also took on coaching duties 
for four seasons of NBC’s hit show 
The Voice, alongside Christina 


Aguilera, Adam Levine and Blake 
Shelton. 

The singer is the latest in a range 
of famous faces to appear at the 
venue, including Van Morrison, 
Texas, Elvis Costello, Hugh Masa- 
kela, The Waterboys, Joan Armat- 
rading and Nick Lowe. 

Mr Green and his live band will 
play at The Marlowe Theatre at 
7.30pm on Monday, May 30. Tick¬ 
ets cost £59.50 and £69.50. 


Barrowman book-signing 


JOHN and Carole Barrowman will be at 
Waterstones Bluewater in Dartford next month 
to meet fans and sign copies of their new book 
Conjuror, a fantasy adventure story. The actor 
and his sister will be at the bookshop on 
Saturday May 7. Fans should arrive early to 
avoid disappointment. 


Bobby Davro to perform 

COMEDIAN and TV personal¬ 
ity Bobby Davro is stopping off 
in Dartford on his new tour. The 
Celebrity Big Brother star, who 
rose to fame in the 1980s, will 
be at The Orchard, Dartford, on 
June 12. 


MasterChef critic's talk 

MASTERCHEF star Jay Rayner will discuss our 
love affair with bad reviews when he arrives at 
Chatham Theatre on May 15. His show, My 
Dining Hell, will feature tales of the most 
excruciating nights out he has ever experi¬ 
enced. Mr Rayner was recently voted the best 
food and drink journalist in Britain. 




Birthday 

Package 

Offer 

Looking to celebrate a birthday in MAY 
or JUNE then why not celebrate in style 

at Mercure Tunbridge Wells for only... 


Mercure 

HOTELS 


£500 

Our fantastic BIRTHDAY package includes 


exclusive hire of your own private function 


room & bar, hot & cold finger buffet for 50 
and preferential bedroom rates for guests. 



PLUS, our BIRTHDAY present to you; a 
complimentary bedroom (Bed & Breakfast) on 
the night of the party.. Available on Fridays and 
Saturdays evenings subject to availability. 


For more information on this package, or any other 
celebration you are looking to hold. 

Please contact 0844 815 9074 
E: csales.mercuretunbridgewells@jupiterhotels.co.uk 


Tonbridge Road, Pembury, 
Tunbridge Wells TN2 4QL 


Terms & Conditions apply 



The Fireplace 

A Family Run Business 

Wood and Multi Fuel Stoves 
Stove Package Deals Available 
Marble, Wood and Stone 
Fire Surrounds 
Bespoke Service Available 
Gas and Electric Fires 
Chimney Lining 
Full Installation Service 


Visit Our Showroom 

6 T* H F 2 Castle Court, Castle Road, Eurolink Industrial 

Estate, Sittingbourne, Kent ME 10 3TD 

EIREDI HPf T.J/F,*, 01795 599234 

www.the-hreplace.net 

Opening Times: Monday - Friday 9.30-4, Saturday 10-4 
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Squeeze lyricist on tour 

THE man behind Cool for Cats 
and Up the Junction, Squeeze’s 
Chris Difford, will be in 
Whitstable next month. The 
musician and lyricist is 
appearing at the Horsebridge 
Centre on May 21. 



Hythe prepares for festival 


THE Hythe Festival promises to be bigger and 
better than ever this year, with events taking 
place across the town. All the old favourites 
will be there, along with a performance of 
Hook by students from Brockhill Park Perform¬ 
ing Arts College for the Seafront Spectacular. 
The festival will run from July 1 to 10. 


Chas and Dave in Kent 

ENTERTAINMENT duo Chas 
and Dave are heading to Kent 
on their 2016 tour. The Rockney 
pioneers will appear at Central 
Theatre, Chatham, on May 30 
and Winter Gardens, Margate, 
on December 8. 



Festival adds final acts 

THE Forgotton Fields festival has announced 
the final acts that will appear on the 2016 
line-up, including Eliza and the Bear, Moose 
Bllood and Isaac Grade. The festival will take 
place at Eridge Park, Sussex, on August 5-7. 
Suede, Kodaline and Dizzee Rascal are 
headlining the event. 


Sixties come back to 
life with Motown magic 

By Simon Allin 

simon.aUin@archant.co.uk 



S OME of the biggest hits 
of the Motown era are 
being played at a 
musical tribute coming 
to Chatham at the end 

of April. 

Magic of Motown is celebrating 
its tenth birthday with a tour of 
the UK and Ireland, bringing the 
1960s back to life in style. 

The Reach Out tour 2016 will 
feature some of the era’s biggest 
hits, including Stop in the Name of 
Love, Dancing in the Street; My 
Guy, Ain’t No Mountain High 
Enough and I Heard it Through 
the Grapevine. 

UK-based producer Michael 
Taylor said: “Thirty-six classic 
songs are revived amid a flurry of 
glittering costume changes and 
starring all the dazzling dance 
moves and superb musicianship of 
the original artistes.” 

Magic of Motown has racked up 
more than 1,500 performances 
over ten years, including most of 
the UK’s biggest theatres and 
concert halls. 

Its popularity has also begun to 


spread to other countries, with 
tours of the Netherlands, Den¬ 
mark, the Czech Republic, France, 
Ireland and Algeria. 

For the 2016 tour, the performers 
are backed by the long-established 
Magic of Motown band who, the 
producer claims, are able to create 
the authentic Motown sound. 

Mr Taylor said: “In the capable 
hands of the cast and the musi¬ 
cians you can guarantee that the 
score will be - with a nod to the 
great Stevie Wonder - uptight... 
alright and out of sight! ” 


Style was a vital part of 
Motown’s appeal, and the show’s 
designers have taken care to 
reproduce the original look of the 
stars on stage. Top costume 
designer Claire Davis has been 
enlisted to create colourful outfits 
for the cast, while leading man 
Andre Lejaune coordinates the 
choreography so that the intricate 
dance moves are recreated. 

Magic of Motown will play at 
Central Theatre, Chatham on 
Friday, April 29 at 7.30pm. Tickets 
are priced at £25.50. 


WONDER: Cast mimic Motown 
stars as they were in their heydey. 




STYLE: Designers have recre¬ 
ated iconic look of Sixties singers 



3 YEARS' FREE INSURANCE* 

3 YEARS' FREE SERVICING 


PEUGEOT 308 ALLURE 


0% APR 


Per month 

with Just Add Fuel® 


REPRESENTATIVE 


PEUGEOT 308 ALLURE 

Get more from your drive with the stylish Peugeot 308 Allure, including 9.7" colour touchscreen, full LED headlamps, 
front and rear parking sensors and DAB radio with Bluetooth®, all as standard. Available from just £248 per month, 
including 3 years' free insurance* and 3 years' free servicing, what more do you need? 

Contact us to arrange a test drive. 


the year 

awards 2015 



MOTION & EMOTION 


PEUGEOT 


W J KING SIDCUP 

214-226 Main Road, SIDCUP, DAM 6RR 020 83097788 www.wjking-sidcup.co.uk 


1 mj.j J tech °^ cia ^ Fue ^ Consumption in MPG (1/100km) and CO 2 emissions (g/km) for the 308 Range are: Urban 34.9 - 80.7 (8.1 - 3.5), Extra Urban 57.6 - 97.4 (4.9 - 2.9), Combined 47.1 -91.1 (6.0 - 3.1) and CO 2 1 39 

- 82 (g/km). MPG figures are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for comparative purposes only and may not reflect actual on-the-road driving conditions. Terms and conditions apply, excludes new Peugeot 308 GTi by Peugeot Sport models, participating 
dealers only or visit peugeot.co.uk W J KING SIDCUP is acting as a credit broker and is not a lender. Representative 0% APR over 37 months. Peugeot 308 Allure 1.2L PureTech 110 S&S including metallic paint, customer deposit £3000, 36 monthly payments payable, optional final payment £7587, annual mileage 
6667. Excess mileage charges may apply. To finance your purchase we will introduce you to Peugeot Financial Services, provider of Peugeot's innovative finance package - Just Add Fuel® A guarantee may be required. Finance provided by and written quotations available from PSA Finance UK Ltd t/a Peugeot Financial 
Services, Quadrant House, Princess Way, Redhill, RH1 1QA. The first year Road Fund Licence (RFL) is provided with the car. Where vehicle tax is payable after the first year the Dealer will provide customers with a cheque for the value of years 2 and 3 RFL (based on current rates). The customer must always apply for 
years 2 &3 RFL. Just Add Fuel® is subject to status. "Minimum age 25 or 30 on selected models, maximum age 75. Policyholder must have a minimum of 2 years NCD to use on the vehicle. All drivers must meet eligibility criteria including minimum 2 years' full UK licence, driving convictions/claims limits. Excesses apply. 
3 years motor insurance is provided and underwritten by U K Insurance Limited which is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. Payments will vary according to age, post code and annual mileage. The costs of 3 years' 
insurance, servicing and car tax are included free of charge for a limited period. £120 Roadside Assistance is added to the on the road price of the vehicle and included in the monthly payment. Excess mileage charges may apply. Routine servicing included only. Excludes wear parts. All offers available on qualifying 
vehicles ordered and registered between 01.04.16 and 30,06.16 or until such time as they may be withdrawn by Peugeot at its complete discretion. Calls maybe recorded for training purposes. Calls charged at local rate. All information correct at time of going to press. Visit peugeot.co.uk for full product details. 
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adeleine's bid to improve our attitude to food 


Nutritionist’s new book Ready, Steady, Glow shows how to make healthy fuss-free meals even on busy days 


N utritionist Madeleine 
Shaw is on a mission to 
improve our attitude to¬ 
wards food, especially in 
how we deal with so- 
called diet setbacks. 

“The worst thing you can do is be 
hard on yourself and negative,” says 
the 26-year-old, who counts Millie 
Mackintosh as a client. 

“It’s almost like that stress on your 
body counteracts any of the good 
stuff you’re doing. For me, it’s not just 
about the food you put on the plate, 
but the attitude you have to food and 
yourself. 

“I want to start a revolution of peo¬ 
ple being kinder to themselves.” 

And that means putting that extra- 
slice-of-triple-chocolate-cake-shaped 


blip into perspective. 

“You’ve got to tell yourself that this 
one meal isn’t really going to change 
things,” she explains. “One piece of 
cake doesn’t really put on loads of 
weight. Tell yourself that, and then 
get back to eating healthy with your 
next meal.” 

Being kind to yourself extends to 
expectations around cooking food 
from scratch, too. It’s a great thing to 
do in theory, Shaw agrees, but whip¬ 
ping out the pans for every meal isn’t 
always realistic. 

“It’s very difficult to make all your 
food,” says the foodie and yoga fan. 
“On a busy day like today, I’ll buy food 
out, but you can make good choices if 
you’re grabbing something for lunch; 
there’s always choice.” 



ATTITUDE: Madeleine Shaw 


She believes with a bit of planning, 
nutritious fuss-free meals can be 
achieved even during busy spells, and 
has devoted her new book, Ready 
Steady Glow, to just that. 

Divided into “fast weeks and slow 
weekends”, many of the meals take 
20 minutes or less to make, but there 
are more time-consuming recipes 
too, for those who want to “make that 
stew, do some baking...”, as well as a 
section detailing her basic yoga 
routine, and handy weekly meal 
plans. 

Being busy is something Shaw can 
wholeheartedly appreciate. A year on 
from releasing her debut healthy-eat¬ 
ing book, Get The Glow, life has 
moved up a notch. 

Up until her teens, she admits she 


ate a “typical magazine diet of Diet 
Coke and low-fat yoghurt” to stay 
slim, but found herself riddled with 
digestive problems and energy 
slumps. 

Things changed when she moved 
to Sydney aged 18 to study, and start¬ 
ed working at a healthy cafe. 

Shaw admits her changes didn’t 
happen overnight, but inspired, she 
trained as a nutritionist and returned 
to the UK with renewed zest, eager to 
share her knowledge via her food and 
lifestyle blog. 

She now has 217k followers on In- 
stagram and 39k on Twitter, and as 
well as writing, does talks and supper 
clubs, and has collaborated on a 
string of projects, including a special 
healthy menu for Brown’s Hotel. 


City’s festival of food 

THE annual Canterbury Food and 
Drink Festival 2016 returns to the city 
from the 23rd to 25th September. 

Kent’s biggest food festival, set in the Dane 
John Gardens, attracted 40,000 people and 
proved to be a huge hit with all ages as 
people got to savour the best food and drink 
in Kent, listen to music from a choice of two 
stages, shop for supper and let the kids run 
wild in the Kids Field. 


Sculptures in wood 

I BEACH Creative are pleased to 
welcome back Victoria Claire with 
some new stunning wooden sculptures. 

Her exhibition Enlightenment will be in 
the Duchamp Gallery at the Bay Art Gallery 
in Herne Bay until Sunday. While in the 
Marcel Gallery, Mark Galloway is showing 
some digital images influenced by the 
ever-changing environment of the ocean. 

For details, visit www.BeachCreative.org 


Hounslow Girl in Kent 

A BRITISH Muslim teenager faces a 
conflict of cultures in acoming of age 
comedy set in the heart of west London. 

Written by Ambreen Razia, Hounslow Girl 
uncovers the typical life of young Muslim 
women who wear big hooped earrings along 
with their headscarves - challenging 
stereotypes of young British Muslim women. 

The play is at the Theatre Royal Margate on 
May 13 and 14, from 7.30pm. 


Pioneering Kora music 

PIONEERING musician and singer 
Sona Jobarteh plays the Kora and has 
modernised the presentation of the West 
African harp. 

Effortlessly blending different musical 
styles, not just between West African musical 
genres, but also between Africa and the 
West, she and her band will be performing 
on Friday, June 24, at The Marlowe Studio at 
The Friars in Canterbury, from 8pm. 





Sjfcrris 

HOLIDAYS 


M U. 



MONDAY & FRIDAY DEPARTURES 


COSTA BRAVA 

3 & 4 Star 
ALL INCLUSIVE 
HOTELS 

KIDS 

CAN GO 
FROM 

£99 

r low j 

DEPOSIT 

ONLY 

m 

1 0 DAYS/7 NIGHTS 

e2I4 

PER ADULT 

(other durations available) 

Price includes Luxury Coach Travel 
(Flight holidays also available from most UK airports) 

10 Days / 7 Nights 

May. from .£214 

June.... from .£274 

July . from .£309 

Aug. fmm .£354 

Sept ....from .£239 

v Oct . from .£224 


Fabulous holidays available to Benidorm, Lloret, Malgrat, 
Santa Susanna, Pineda, Calella, Salou. Subject to Brochure Conditions 

ALL HOTELS HAVE SWIMMING POOL, 

NEAR THE BEACH, SHOPS, BARS AND NIGHTLIFE 


FULL BOARD HALF BOARD SEIF CATERING 
from £209 from £174 from £149 


GET YOUR FREE BROCHURE TODAY! 

TEL: 01443 844222 133 

ferriscoachholidays.co.uk 


Find over... 




.dentists in London 

on localsearch24. 

kxaisearch^couSt 

your trusted local directory 


SOUTHGATE 


ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 

Rewires, alterations, 
aerials, alarms, FREE 
quotations. ‘Fully qualified’ 

For enquiries call 

01227 712790 
07889 895394 

m|eEIIS m| 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR 


DOMESTIC 
INSTALLER i±i 


NEED A 
LOCAL 
FLORIST? 


Whatever you are looking for 
localsearch24.co.uk will help 
you find it 


localseairh7kco.uk 

your trusted local director 






uww.e a g I e heighU.co.uk 
Open ad year round with daily flying displays! 

[call oruebsitt far opining Urtos! ^ 

Indoor and outdoor animat enclosures!! 

Birds of Prey, Huskies, Meerkats and MORE! 

i for 20(5! 

* 


HALF PRICE 
GREEN FEES 

Any day after 12:00 

Please ring the Pro Shop for availability 

01227 831126 


£ 


& 


Contact us on 01227 830728 
or see website for further details 

www.broomepark.co.uk 


Text BROOME to 67000 
for a chance to WIN a 
round of golf 
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FOOD AND DRINK AWARDS 2016 


We are delighted to announce the launch of the Kent Life and Kent on Sunday Food & Drink Awards 2016 


Kent Life 

£Kent on Sunday 

FOOD&DRINKAWARDS2016 


Headline 

Sponsor 



A L A R I S 


N ominations are now 

being invited for the 
2016 Kent Life and Kent 
onSunday Food & Drink 
Awards. The awards 
dinner will take place at Ashford 
International Hotel on October 17 
from 6.30pm to midnight. 

The prestigious awards, which 
launched in 2013, are designed to 
champion, highlight and offer a 
showcase to the great and the good 
of the region’s food and drink indus¬ 
try, including local producers and 
suppliers, small farming businesses, 
chefs, restaurants, pubs, cafes and 
hoteliers. 

All will be people who care about 
the countryside and the future of our 
local environment. 

The companies included will all be 
nominated by you, our Kent Life and 
Kent on Sunday readers. 

We want to know if you’ve enjoyed 
a fantastic meal at your local pub or 
have been impressed by the produce 


and service at your neighbourhood 
farmers’ market or farm shop. 

The nomination form is available 
here and will be repeated. It is also 
available to complete online at 
kentfda.co.uk, where you can read 
more about the awards and see pic¬ 
tures of last year’s winners. 

Entries close on August 7. Our 
handpicked panel of high-profile 
judges who all live or work in Kent 
will then select a shortlist, starting 
the independent judging process 
where finalists will be visited or 
interviewed to determine a worthy 
winner in each category. 

All finalists will be invited to the 
prestigious awards ceremony, where 
they will enjoy a reception and 
three-course meal with wine before 
finding out if they are a winner. 

This is our fourth Kent Life and 
Kent on Sunday Food & Drink 
Awards and we are immensely proud 
to be able to offer you once again the 
opportunity to reward and recognise 


the deserving businesses within our 
local food and drink industry that go 
above and beyond expectations. 

These awards are what you make 
of them so if you are the owner of a 
restaurant, a chef or local producer 
then spread the word among your 
clients, customers and visitors. 

It takes no time at all to make your 
nomination. You can email, post or 
nominate online. 

We are looking for quality over 
quantity, focusing on good com¬ 
ments rather than simply the 
number of nominations received, so 
everybody is in with a chance no 
matter how big or small their busi¬ 
ness. 

■ Don’t forget to let us know 
when you have made your rec¬ 
ommendation on our Twitter 
page @kentlife and 
@KOSMedia by using #kentfda 
- similarly, if you are looking 
for nominations, please use 
this hashtag 




Kent Life and 
Kent on Sunday 
Food & Drink 
Awards 2016 
Nomination Form 

Nominate your Kent food and drink 
favourites by using this form or email 
us at kentfda@archant.co.uk 

Please post your entry form to: 

Food & Drink Awards 2016. 

Archant Kent, 

Kent House, 81 Station Road, 

Ashford TN231PP 

Or you can email us at: 

kentfda @ archant.co.uk 

Copies of the form and posters to 
advertise your entry are available_at 

www.kent-life.co.uk and at 
www.kentnews.co.uk. 

The closing date for entries is 
Sunday, August 7, 2016 

Name. 

Address. 


Email. 


By entering your details you will be 
automatically added to the Archant database, 
Archant will contact you with relevant offers 
and you can unsubscribe from this at any time. 
If you would prefer not to be contacted, please 
state ‘no offers’ on this form. 


Newcomer of the Year 

Independent food or drink retailer 
of the Year 

Sponsored by Illuminate Skin Clinic 

Who?. 

Cafe of the Year 

Sponsored by Clive Emson Land & Property 

auctioneers 

Who?. 

Who?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Where 9 




Why?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 




Food Producer of the Year 

Sponsored by Motorline Maserati 

Who?. 

Drinks Producer of the Year 

Who?. 

Farm Shop of the Year 

Who?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 




Farmers 1 Market of the Year 

Pub of the Year 

Restaurant of the Year 

Sponsored by Perry's Chartered Accountants 

Who?. 

Sponsored by Eastwell Manor 

Who?. 

Sponsored by The Foxhunter Park 

Who?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 




Chef of the Year 

Customer Service of the Year 

Kent Food & Drink Hero of the Year 

Sponsored by the Canterbury Auction Galleries 

Who?. 

Sponsored by Fenwick Canterbury 

Who?. 

Who?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 
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FOOD AND DRINK AWARDS 2016 


NEWCOMER OF THE YEAR 

j-Jj } _j; E _[]^^ * | This popular 
J ■ category is 
open to anyone 
in the food and drink industry who has 
started a new venture within the last 
18 months. 

We want to know what impact they 
have made on the local community 
and if they have started to achieve 
any success further afield. 

Are they helping to promote Kent 
food and drink to a new audience or 
have they found a new way to pro¬ 
mote an old favourite? 


INDEPENDENT FOOD OR DRINK 
RETAILER OF THE YEAR 

I This celebrates that 
special food or drink 
shop that we all 
treasure. 

The retailer who includes wonder¬ 
ful local produce in their offering and 
knows where all their stock comes 
from to make that special link be¬ 
tween field and plate. 

Our winner will have a special 
'must-have' range as well as making a 
real contribution to their local com¬ 
munity. 

Paying a visit to their shop will be a 
treat in itself. 

CAFE OF THE YEAR 

This category has changed from the 
previous Tea Shop of the Year to in¬ 
clude places that also specialise in 
coffee! Tea and coffee shops are an 
integral part of the Kent food and 


drink scene. Who makes the best tea 
and coffees, serves the nicest cakes 
and biscuits and the freshest scones? 
Are the sandwiches freshly cut and 
liberally filled? 

Most importantly, are most of the 
ingredients locally sourced? We look 
forward to hearing your favourites. 

FOOD PRODUCER OF THE YEAR 

maXvh |™ a cate 7 ry , cela - 

Motoilim' I brates our local prod ' 
_' cuers. 

We are looking for 
someone who consistently provides 
both top guality local produce and 
service to their customers. 

We are also keen to hear of any in¬ 
novations. 

If they're doing something new, 
we'd like to hear about it. 

So if your local baker, grocer or 
farmer delights then please let us 
know. 

DRINK PRODUCER OF THE YEAR 

This category celebrates our local 
drink producers. 

Whether it's gorgeous Kentish fizz 
or delicious juice, we want to find the 
producers who play such a vital role in 
the county's food and drink economy. 

We want to know who you think 
makes the best drink, alcoholic or not, 
in the county, and what it is that 
makes it so special. 

We are keen to hear of any innova¬ 
tions, so if they're doing something 
new, for example, introducing a fabu¬ 
lous new flavour, then we would like to 
all hear about it. 


FARM SHOP OF THE YEAR 

A good farm shop needs to have that 
extra-special something to tempt 
farmers away from their local super¬ 
markets. 

Are the staff friendly and knowl¬ 
edgeable, is the range of produce and 
the layout of an excellent standard, 
does your local farm shop offer a box 
scheme? 

Is most of the produce sold there 
grown or raised on that farm, or near¬ 
by and if not would the owner be able 
to tell you where it is from? 

Nominate your favourite farm shop 
now. 

FARMERS' MARKET OF THE YEAR 

The key to a good 
farmers' market 
Market is not only 
the range of pro¬ 
duce and the guality 
of its stalls but also the principles 
that it supports - for example, does it 
work as a co-operative with other 
farmers? Is most of the produce sold 
there grown or raised locally? Are the 
stallholders welcoming and knowl¬ 
edgeable? ? Let us know so we can 
tell everyone the best place to go. 

PUB OF THE YEAR 

A good pub these 
days has to offer 
more than a warm 
welcome and excel¬ 
lent ale. We're look¬ 
ing for an inn that also offers deli¬ 
cious locally-sourced food, fantastic 





customer service and real value for 
money. Pubs are genuinely the hub of 
their local community. 

If you know a great one, even if it 
isn't your local, let us all know. 


RESTAURANT OF THE YEAR 


The Kent Life and 
Kent on Sunday 
Restaurant of the 
Year needs to offer 
an incomparable 
dining experience, from the ambience 
to the service and most importantly 
the food. Is it locally sourced? Do 
they support local producers and are 
they recognised on the menu? Do 
they have local as well as internation¬ 
al wines and champagnes and can the 
staff tell you more if you ask? 

CHEF OF THE YEAR 

i h AIWTrftlHL'Itf 

JEM Kent is bless- 
| ed with some 
outstanding 
chefs working in a fantastic array of 
restaurants. The Chef of the Year 
should be someone who has devoted 
him or herself to serving the best pos¬ 
sible food. They'll demonstrate tech¬ 
nical ability, use of seasonal ingredi¬ 
ents, presentation of the food and an 
understanding of how flavours work 
together. Above all, we are looking for 
passion - that magic ingredient that 
defines true greatness in the kitchen. 



Hu* PLHteH«lT rrt 


CUSTOMER SERVICE OF THE YEAR 


ij^nwick 


Most of our awards 
recognise customer 


service in some form. This category 
celebrates this vital element for its 
own sake. 

Do you know a person, organisation 
or establishment that offers fabulous 
service that goes above and beyond 
what you expect? 

We all know excellent service when 
we have received it, now is your 
chance to get it recognised. If you 
know a person, company, producer, 
pub, shop or restaurant that is a 
delight to deal with, then let us know. 

KENT FOOD AND DRINK HERO OF 
THE YEAR 

Kent has a food and drink scene that 
is among the most vibrant in the UK - 
as you would expect from the Garden 
of England. 

As well as being blessed with some 
of the final local produce around, the 
county also has a variety of fantastic 
eateries located in local towns and 
villages. 

This category will be celebrating 
the individual who has made a posi¬ 
tive impact on the county's food or 
drink community. 

Do you know someone who goes 
the extra mile in order to help pro¬ 
mote Kent to a wider audience? 

Someone who has show that they 
are passionate about local produce 
throughout? 

Now is the chance for you to nomi¬ 
nate your very own Kent Food and 
Drink hero and give them the recogni¬ 
tion that they deserve. 

Get in contact with us and let us 
know who you think would be a worthy 
winner. 


Wiltshire Farm Foods make ouer 
150 meals that are gluten-free, 
hassle free and deliuered free. 



Gluten-Free Menu Pack for only £24.95 


7 main courses: Braised Beef in Rich Sauce, 
Roast Pork uiitti Cider & Apple Grauy, Diced 
Beef Chilli, Chicken Korma, Salmon & Broccoli 
Supreme, Chicken & Vegetable Casserole, 
Butternut Squash and Butterbean Stem 

ORDER CODE: GF11 



You’d struggle to find just one gluten-free meal on your auerage restaurant menu 
- uihereas you’ll find over 150 on ours. That’s real choice and real conuenience. 

From Diced Beef Chilli to Rice Pudding, each dish is made using tasty ingredients 
that are perfectly cooked then quick-frozen to lock the goodness in. Order your 
special Gluten-Free Menu Pack and taste some of the great meals on offer. 

AIL auaiiable no-contract, no-commitment and uuith free deliuery. Just order 
rnhat you uiant, uihen you uuant. 


Cali us today or go online for your FREE brochure 

01227 774 999 

miltshirefarmfoods.com 

East 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Finances add up 
to stay in EU 


THE sheer volume of serious and 
sobering evidence against turning our 
backs on Europe is overwhelming. 

The Treasury assessment showing 
a £4,300 cost to families, gives 
another stark warning about the 
impact on every household in Britain. 

There is no doubt the economic 
impact of Britain rejecting the 
European market of 500 million 
consumers would be devastating to 
our country’s finances; to the work 
prospects of British people, and to 
our ability to attract world class 
investment. 

The dramatic and dangerous 
impact of Brexit on the economy 
will blow a hole in public finances, 
and offer the biggest threat to 
public services since the recession. 

We cannot stand by and let Boris 
Johnson and Nigel Farage throw a 
hand grenade into our economic 
recovery, and then be left in charge 
of looking after the NHS, our 
schools, and local services. 

It’s clear that in Europe, Britain 
can thrive. Together we can be a 
stronger and more prosperous 
nation, creating opportunity for 
future generations, and respected 
all over the world. 

Alan Bullion, 

Tunbridge Wells 

Leave could stop 
live export trade 

WITH the live export through 
Ramsgate of sheep and calves 
expected to resume soon, we look 
forward to a possible breakthrough 
in our efforts to stop the trade. 

Currently campaigning for an 
amendment to subordinate UK 
legislation, we are hopeful that a 
vote to leave the EU will be 
delivered in June. 

When Thanet District Council 
placed a temporary ban on the 
trade, they were found guilty of 
breaking EU law and ordered to 
pay compensation which is still 
being argued over but has risen to 
£4.6 million to date. 

The fact is that a leave vote will 
remove the largest single obstacle 
to our banning live exports forever 
from UK ports. 

Reg Bell, 

Thanet Against Live Exports 

Christian JP is 
quite correct 


IN response to Christopher 
Hudson-Gool’s letter [KoS 10.04] 


LETTER OF THE WEEK 


Environment gets 
advantage of the EU 


SOME of your correspondents 
show a disappointing lack of 
vision and ambition when it 
comes to the European Union 
[KoS letters, last week). Never 
mind Project Fear, there is a 
strong, positive and progressive 
case for Britain remaining in the 
EU and taking a lead. 

Put simply, the EU offers a way 
of working across borders to 
achieve social and environmental 
progress, that simply would not be 
possible if the UK were to walk 
away. This is particularly 
important when it comes to the 
environment. 

The EU has initiated around 80 per 
cent of all environmental laws in the 
UK. Through the birds and habitats 
directives the UK has designated 
hundreds of nature and marine 
conservation sites. EU standards on 
air quality, healthy rivers and clean 
beaches have forced successive UK 
governments to take action. 

On the biggest environmental 
challenge of all, climate change, 

concerning Christian magistrate 
Richard Page, I could have forecast 
he would be quick to respond. 

I now await more provocative 
comments from Ray Duff who 
appears to come from the same stable. 

The treatment metered out to 
Richard Page is a national 
disgrace. Those responsible need to 
be publicly named and shamed. 

David Cameron recently urged 
us to stand up proudly for Chris¬ 
tian values “that make the country 
great”. If this man remains in office 
much longer, we shall have no 
Christian values left. He should go 
along with the EU. 


coordinated action is the best 
option. The EU has pushed for 
ambitious targets and plays an 
important role in promoting 
measures to achieve these targets. 

We haven’t heard much in this 
debate so far from younger people, 
who tend to be strongly in favour 
of our remaining part of the EU. 

The local campaigners, on both 
sides, that I’ve met tend to be over 
50. With all due respect to the 
‘grey vote’ (and I’m 57!) those in 
favour of Britain leaving do not 
seem to be paying much attention 
to the views and ambitions of the 
younger people who will have to 
live with the consequences of 
Brexit rather longer than they will. 

In a world where threats and 
opportunities are increasingly 
cross-border, our membership of 
the EU gives us tremendous 
advantages - let’s keep them and 
work with others across Europe to 
make it even better. 

Richard Byatt 
West Mailing 

Regarding adoption by same sex 
couples, a simple question for the 
PM and others - would you be happy 
for a child or grandchild of yours to 
be raised by a same-sex couple? 
Focus on the child, not the couple. 

I’m prepared for the brick bats, 

Mary McNulty, 
Brenchley 

God created it 
all, you know 


IN reply to the letter from G Walker 
[KoS, March 27], who thinks we 


should all do away with our faith 
and live without any constraints, 
well I that’s why we have the world 
we have. 

It’s obvious they know nothing 
about God who created the world 
and everything in it. That includes 
nature. It’s the evil in man’s heart 
that causes us all the suffering in 
the world. We all have a choice. 

I Grant, 
Ashford 

Tell your editor 
to embrace Boris 


RIGHTLY or wrongly I have 
regarded KOS as a paper that gives 
us the story without bias. 

The editorial by Chris Britcher 
[KoS, 26.03] indicates that Chris is 
unnerved that Boris Johnson may 
become prime minister and the 
airport in the Thames Estuary may 
be resurrected. I’m with Boris 
Johnson. 

So Chris’s statement that “no 
wonder, then, the good people of 
Kent get so touchy about it” unquote, 
means I am no good because I have 
an opinion different to his or KoS’. 

And further more his statement 
that an enormous airport would 
change the county forever more is 
a touch of exaggeration. 

I cannot see that the airport 
situated in the estuary will in any 
way or worry anyone from here in 
Newington to all points south, 
west or east of Kent. If it does why 
don’t you give the reasons why it 
will? And stop spreading alarm. 

It seems pretty obvious to me 
that if the airport comes about 
then it will take several years to 
build and up and running 
therefore Heathrow and Gatwick 
will still be running for years yet. 

Please KOS give us the news so 
we the public can make our own 
minds up. 

Peter Robinson, 

via email 

Come on KoS, 
get it right! 

IN YOUR article regarding the brutal 
murder of Roy Blackman [KoS, last 
week], when pluralizing words like 
‘-in-law’ the noun is pluralized, not 
the modifier - hence ‘sons-in-law’ 
and ‘brothers-in-law’ not ’son-in- 
laws’ and ‘brother-in-laws’. 

The purpose of newspapers is not 
only to dispense news, but should 
also ensure correct usage of the 
English language to assist your 
readers whose mother tongue may 
not be English. 

J Phelps, 

Aylesford 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 


AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 
Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 


4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 


people living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 
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Dungeness 

by Peter Banks, 
Tankerton 

WIN GREAT TICKETS 
EVERY MONTH! 

IN February, March, April, May 
and June, if your picture appears 
on this page, you’ll be included in 
a monthly draw to win a pair of 
tickets to the Leeds Castle 
Classical Concert - one of the 
highlights of the year and which 
takes place on July 9. 

So send us your photographs 
today to be in with a chance! 

LEEDS CASTLE 

CLASSICAL 

CONCERT 

SUMMER 2016 

www.leedscastleconcert.co.uk 

To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk, . Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 


T 


3 . 



EASY WAYS TO ORDER: 






FANTASTIC SUBSCRIPTION OFFErJ> 


Linesrare open 88m-9.30pm Mon Fri 8am 4pm Sat 6T calls to 0844 corf po tcore than 5p/min, calls 
from mobiles usually cost more. ISts: Savings are based and Direct Debit is 3 UK 

priy offer *After your first term print subscription rates corfaufwa SAVlllteof 35% every 6 months 
by Direct Debit Digital subscriptions continue at £17.99 by annual Dir&t Debit Please call +44 (0)1858 
438840 for overseas delivery rates. Offer ends 31^12/16 


Each issue brings you great features on the 
people, places, food and drink, and events 
that make life in your local area special 


* WHERE YOU LIVE 

Discover the county's towns and villages 

* TOP PROPERTY 

All the best in the county 

* PART OF THE COMMUNITY 

Meet local people worth celebrating 

* OUT & ABOUT 

Pictures from social events 

* HOME STYLE 

Gardening and interiors inspiration 


www.subscriptionsave.co.uk/LMM16X1C 8 0844 848 4223 quote lmmi6xic 


Try 6 issues for £6 by Direct 
Debit and SAVE up to 70%* 

Or subscribe by credit/debit card and get 
12 issues for £30.15 - SAVING 25% 
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By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


ii For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 





eaane hiahliahts Renault restoration 


BRAND UPDATE: French marque was down in the dumps in 2012, but has 
reversed it fortunes and now outperforms the UK market... 


RENAULT REVIVERS: 

all-new Megane (main picture) 
plus the Captur (top left), Clio 
(top right) and Kadjar (below) 


L ATER this year, Renault welcomes its 
fourth generation Megane to contest 
the hard fought family hatchback 
sector. 

Using design language already seen 
in both the hugely successful Captur crossover 
and latest Clio supermini, it looks like another 
winner and should turbocharge UK sales growth 
for the French marque, currently more than 16 
per cent up on its 2015 volumes so far this year, 
in a market that is just five per cent up. 

It’s all a far cry from 2012, when Renault was 
losing market share and was forced to slash an 
unwieldy model line-up. 

The subsequent revival is all the more 
impressive when it may have cannibalised some 
of its own sales by launching Romanian budget 
brand Dacia in 2013. 

But then Renault’s mission is a move upmar¬ 
ket, highlighted by the style and quality of the 
Clio, Captur and, more recently, the latter’s big 
brother, the Kadjar. 

Part SUV, MPV/estate car and hatchback, the 
Kadjar offers two or four-wheel drive, C02 
emissions as low as 99g/km and 74.3mpg 
(official combined). 

Renault sales and image have also benefitted 
from the latest and funkiest Twingo city car, 
with its compact rear-wheel drive five-door 


format and tight turning circle. It is as dramatic 
looking as its predecessor was low-key. 

Renault has now cast itself as the champion 
of electric power too, with impressive contend¬ 
ers in both commercial and passenger car 
markets, in the form of the Kangoo ZE light van 
and Zoe city car. 


The five-door Zoe itself is welcome proof that 
electric cars don’t need to look like they’ve been 
styled by a thwack with a giant frying pan. 

But the special on the menu will be the next 
Megane, which looks like a return to the 
panache of the Mark II model - famous for its 
protruding ‘booty’ and cheeky TV ads. 


JKM 
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The Vauxhall Astra - Europe's star car 


Vauxhairs family hatchback was a deserving winner of Europe’s top car award 
this year and shows the brand’s upmarket ambition writes Steve Loader... 


Vauxhall Astra Elite 
Nav 1.4i 150PS Turbo 



W E’VE seen some weird 
and wonderfuls win 
the coveted European 
Car of the Year award. 
An early ‘cham¬ 
pion’ was the hideous Austin 1800 
- a supersized and unwanted 
exponent of Sir Alec Issigonis’ 
otherwise brilliant front-wheel 
drive/tranverse engine layout from 
the original Mini. 

In 1982, the ugly Renault 9 saloon 
mounted a smash and grab when it 
should really have won Cruft’s. 

A more recent hiccup was 2011, 
when the Nissan Leaf won, confirm¬ 
ing my theory that manufacturers 
produce ugly electric cars in order to 
ensure we continue buying internal 
combustion models. 

But common sense prevailed this 
year: VauxhaH’s new Astra (from 
£15,295) won with 312 votes, 
beating off the formidable challenge 
from Volvo’s XC90(294). 

How could a humble five-door 
family hatchback beat such an 
upmarket technological tour de force? 
Because the Astra is just as clever. 

The key is the forensic way in 
which Vauxhall/Opel designers and 
engineers went about slashing 
weight, boosting handling, power 
and economy. 

Some 200 kilos were lifted from 


the old car’s kerb weight: more than 
the weight of two average UK male 
passengers, and bettering weight¬ 
saving boasts about cars far bigger 
than the Astra. 

The diet came from lighter yet 
stronger materials and sometimes 
tiny incremental savings from 
components like the exhaust system, 
brakes and wheels. 


It has also affected the car’s size: 
the previous five-door Astra was 
spacious inside, but had one of the 
biggest on-road footprints in its class. 

The new Astra’s cabin is slightly 
bigger, but the car is slightly smaller 
outside and supermini nimble, while 
as comfortable as an executive 
saloon, even when pushing an 
impressively flat and composed 




cornering stance to the limit. 

Vauxhall also tuned the British-built 
car’s chassis on our roads, a baptism 
guaranteeing it will perform on 
extreme surfaces elsewhere in Europe. 

And it is sleeker and more slippery, 
with a drag co-efficient of Cd 0.285 
versus the old model’s 0.325, and a 
black rear pillar panel suggesting a 
raked roof belying excellent rear 


Price: 

from £20,315 

Driving appeal: 

★★★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Best rival: 

VW Golf 


headroom and generous legroom. 

The dashboard is neat and 
well-organised with a user-friendly 
touchscreen. The ground-breaking, 
potentially lifesaving, OnStar system 
is also offered: a high-speed 4G 
mobile network, emergency response 
notification and stolen vehicle 
recovery alert - it works. 

Lightweight powertrains comple¬ 
ment the car too, especially the 
all-new 1.4-litre turbo petrol tested 
here, offering 0-60mph in 7.8 
seconds yet also putting a mid-40s 
average mpg within reach. 

What’s not to like? Vauxhall’s 
problem is its badge. The General 
Motors brand is in transition, aiming 
to move upmarket - highlighted by 
some of the best interiors in the 
business - and wants to shrug off its 
‘repmobile reputation’. All it can do is 
to keep plugging away and winning 
awards - on merit. 



Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Astra 5dr Design 1.4i 
100PS: Urban: 38.7 (7.3), Extra-urban: 67.3 (4.2), Combined: 52.3 (5.4). C0 2 emissions: 124g/km. # 


WINNER OF EUROPEAN 
CAR OF THE YEAR 

YES, IT'S AN ASTRA. 

THE ALL NEW ASTRA DESIGN 1.4i lOOPS 

from £ 14,495 




Perrys of Sittingbourne 

01795 374864 

www.perrys.co.uk/sittingbourne-vauxhall 


London Road 
Bapchild 
Sittingbourne 
ME9 9AQ 


Participating Retailers only. Model featured Astra Design 1.4i 100PS in Power Red from £15,295 on the road. Offer price £14,495. Offer available on orders or registrations between 1 April and 30 June 2016, subject to availability. Offer available to private individuals and small businesses 1-24 
units (purchase only, excluding B2B). All other sales categories are excluded; cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. Prices shown are list price at the time of publication, for details refer to Vauxhall’s current price guide. UK-supplied vehicles only. #0fficial EU-regulated test data 
are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. Correct at time of going to press. 
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KADJAR 


Renault CLIO Play 1.2 16V 75 

16" alloy wheels 

5.9% APR 

representative 


Renault CAPTUR Dynamique Nav TCe 90 

17" alloy wheels 

5.9% APR From £199 

per month 


From £159 
per month 


£159 

deposit 


£199 

deposit 


Representative Example Renault CLIO Play 1.2 16V 75 


The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/100km) for the cars shown are: urban 39.2 (7.2)-47.1 (6); extra-urban 60.1 (4.7)-62.8 (4.5); combined 51.4 
(5.5)-55.4 (5.1). The official C0 2 emissions are 127-114g/km. EU Directive and Regulation 692/2008 test environment figures. Fuel consumption and C0 2 
may vary according to driving styles, road conditions and other factors. 

Finance provided by Renault Finance, PO Box 149, Watford WD17 1FJ. Subject to status. Indemnities may be required. UK residents (excludes the Channel Islands). Over 18s. Terms and conditions apply. Offer based on 6,000 
miles per annum, excess mileage 8p per mile inc VAT. Offers cannot be used with other schemes or finance offers and are available on featured new vehicle when ordered by 30 June 2016 and registered by 30 September 2016. 
Clio shown has optional Flame Red Renault i.d. metallic paint, available at £595. Captur shown with metallic i.d. paint, and painted roof at an extra £894. All-New Renault KADJAR shown has optional Flame Red Renault i.d. 
metallic paint, available at £625. 


RENAULT 

Passion for life 


All-New Renault KADJAR Dynamique Nav TCe 130 

5.9% APR From £259 I £259 

per month deposit 


48 MONTHLY 
PAYMENTS 
OF 

CUSTOMER 

DEPOSIT 

CASH 

PRICE 

DEALER 

DEPOSIT 

CONTRIBUTION 

TOTAL 
AMOUNT 
OF CREDIT 

FINANCE 

FACILITY 

FEE 

OPTIONAL 

FINAL 

PAYMENT 

OPTION TO 
PURCHASE 
FEE 

TOTAL 

AMOUNT 

PAYABLE 

DURATION 

FIXED 
INTEREST 
RATE P.A. 

£159 

£159 

£12,675 

£2,093 

£10,423 

£99 

£4,300 

£149 

£14,432 

49 months 

5.07% 


MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE MOTORLINE CANTERBURY MOTORLINE ASHFORD 


Bircholt Road, Parkwood 
Maidstone ME15 9XY 
Tel 01622 616422 


Westminster Road 
Canterbury CT1 1YY 
Tel 01227 389706 


Hilton Road 
Ashford TN23 1EW 

Tel 01233 215630 www.motorline.co.uk/renault 


Book a test-drive 
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fn Court School 

“We grow people” 

Abbey Court School provides a stimulating, challenging and safe learning 
environment where pupils and staff efforts, work and achievement are celebrated. 

We are currently looking for a 

TEACHER for pupils with severe 
and profound learning difficulties 

to commence September 2016 

MPS/UPS + SEN + TLR 2C £2,613 (TLR with previous experience) 

Abbey Court School is currently located in pleasant surroundings on 2 sites; 
Rainham (Nursery & Primary) and Strood (Secondary & Further Education), 
and caters for pupils aged 3-19 with Severe Learning Difficulties. The school 
has educational resources of enviable proportions and has been judged 
‘outstanding’ in the last 2 Ofsted inspections. This post would suit newly 
qualified teachers, or those wishing to gain further experience of SEN. 
Comprehensive induction and training will be provided. Telephone enquiries 
and informal visits to the school welcomed. 


Due to the conditions and complex needs of the pupils at Abbey Court School, 
continuity and consistency of support is paramount and therefore candidates 
for all positions will need to commit to the full working hours of the post. 

This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this 
commitment. Any offer of appointment for post is subject to a satisfactory 
Criminal Records Bureau Disclosure. 

Closing Date: 29th April 2016 Interviews: 6th May 2016 

For further details and a job description, please contact Mrs Linda Taylor, 
Abbey Court School, Rede Court Road, Strood, Kent, ME2 3SP (01634 
338236), stating the position for which you are applying. 


Local job 

search 

Local job 

found 


iobs24 .co.uk 
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Incorporating Westlands School, The Sittingbourne Community College, Meopham 
School, Westlands Primary School, Regis Manor Primary School, South Borough 
Primary School, Beaver Green Primary School and Istead Rise Primary School. 
Westlands School and The Sittingbourne Community College require 

EXAM SUPPORT 

INVIGILATORS/READERS AND SCRIBES 
£8.92 per hour 

Casual staff are required to increase our existing pool of Exam Invigilators who uphold 
the integrity of external and internal examinations and enforce JCQ regulations. 
Applicants should be prepared to work at both The Sittingbourne Community College 
and Westlands School as required. 

Successful candidates may be required to read and scribe for pupils, therefore 
applicants should have a good level of literacy, with at least a C grade at GCSE English 
and Maths or equivalent. 

Experience of working in a busy environment would be beneficial. 

Applicants should ensure they refer to the person specification, within the recruitment 
pack, before applying. Recruitment packs are available from Westlands School or 
online (www.westlands.org.uk). Please note, we cannot accept CVs without an 
application form. Closing date: 27 April 2016 (noon) 

Swale Academies Trust is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare 
of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this 
commitment. This post is subject to an enhanced DBS check. 

Contact Details 

Westlands School, Westlands Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1PF 

Tel: 01795 477475 Fax: 01795 479461 
Email swa@westlands.kent.sch.uk 
Trust Principal: Mr J Whitcombe MA 
Swale Academies Trust Company No 7344732 
Registered Office: Ashdown House, Johnson Road, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1JS 


Be part of our successful team 

Media Sales Office Based Executive 


Here at Archant Kent we are looking for an office based Sales Executive based in Ashford to support 
and increase business in our publications in print and online as we continue to grow. We are 
looking for an ambitious person to join our successful sales team. Ideally you will be an IT literate 
individual who is tasked focused with a good eye for detail. You must be able to communicate 
well both verbally and in writing. 

With our excellent product training and our continuous development programme, well show you 
how to develop first class solutions for our customers, cultivate excellent business relationships and 
present effective and innovative ideas that will provide real value and response for our customers. 

THE IDEAL CANDIDATE WILL HAVE: 

• A passion for publishing 

• An understanding of brand awareness and advertising solutions 

• The ability to produce and action effective ideas and promotions 

• Resilience and influential communication skills to overcome objections 

• The ability to secure new business and manage existing accounts 

In return we are offering up to £1 8k basic with bonus OTE potential of 5k. The exceptional 
benefits include five weeks annual leave, and a contributory pension and life assurance scheme 
(after qualifying period). A wide range of voluntary benefits include a cycle scheme, childcare 
vouchers, contributory private health scheme and Archant Gold (charity matched funding). 

If you think you have the talent we require, you are ambitious, target driven and want to be 
part of our growth plans then we want to hear from you immediately. 


To find out more: 

www.archant.co.uk/vacancies 

or email: 

employment@archant.co.uk 



ARCHANT 


^Kent on Sunday 

KENT LIFE 


Get your CV in front of 
local employers 


Upload it to jobs 4.co.uk today 
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Rbbev Court School 

“We grow people” 


The Governors at Abbey Court School are seeking to appoint a 

DEPUTY HEADTEACHER 

LI 7 - L21 (£57,237 to £63,147) 

We are looking for a dynamic and forward thinking individual, who has the passion, 
commitment and drive to maintain the school’s outstanding status. The ideal candidate 
will be an effective decision maker who can enthuse parents and staff, as well as having 
an ability to engage the wider community. Flexibility, the ability to adapt to daily events 
and effective prioritisation are essential requisites. The successful candidate will work in 
partnership with the Headteacher and Deputy Headteacher, and will have responsibility for 
the day to day running of one site, ensuring continuous improvement in all areas. 

In return, the school can offer: happy children who respond well to challenge, an exciting, 
enquiry based approach to teaching and learning, a commitment to continuous professional 
development, which promotes and encourages further Leadership development and 
freedom to develop the role further. 

Abbey Court School delivers a full curriculum to pupils with Severe, and Profound and 
Multiple Learning Difficulties between the ages of 3 to 19. The school is split and based at 
two sites 12 miles apart: (Nursery/Primary in Rainham and Secondary/F.E. in Strood), and is 
located in pleasant surroundings with educational resources of enviable proportions. 

Telephone enquiries and informal visits to the school are warmly welcomed. 

Due to the conditions and complex needs of the pupils at Abbey Court School, continuity 
and consistency of support is paramount and therefore candidates for all positions will 
need to commit to the full working hours of the post. 

This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 
young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. Any offer of 
appointment for post is subject to a satisfactory Criminal Records Bureau Disclosure. 

Closing Date: 29th April 2016 Interviews: 9th & 10th May 2016 

For further details and a job description, please contact Mrs Linda Taylor, 
Abbey Court School, Rede Court Road, Strood, Kent, ME2 3SP (01634 338236) 
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Due to the success of our showroom, 
we are looking for a new full time 

Sales Person 

at our Whitstable branch 

Previous experience in 
bathroom sales advantageous 

Please send CV with covering 
letters to Mr. S. Baker via 

sim@allbits.co.uk 

Closing date for applications is the 

16th May 2016 


PLEASE MENTION THIS 
PAPER WHEN REPLYING TO 
THESE ADVERTISEMENTS 


CANTERBURY: 28-29 MAY (also 17-18 SEPT) 
ROCHESTER: 11-12 JUNE (also 1-2 OCT) 
FOLKESTONE: 25-26 JUNE 

Learn how to take blood 



^ ACCREDITED QUALIFICATION 

M ALLIED HEALTHCARE 
CAREER PATH 

LIMITED PLACES 

For more info or to book online: 

oi5257i3377 www.geopace.com 


Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics 
Private Sector - Community - MOD - Overseas 


NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 
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Charity No. 1148298 

FREE VOLUNTEER TRAINING 

Home-Start are recruiting new volunteer 
parents - of any age, background, culture 
or gender - to attend a free 40-hour course 
of preparation beginning 
Tuesday 3rd May 10.00 - 2.00 in 
Temple Hill Community Centre 
Dartford, DAI 5HZ 
Subjects covered include 
ADDICTION, DEPRESSION, LISTENING 
SKILLS, LOSS, PARENTING SKILLS, 
LEARNING THROUGH PLAY, 
CHILD PROTECTION, SPECIAL NEEDS 
Following training (plus CRB checks/ 
references) individual volunteers will be 
‘matched’ with isolated, vulnerable local 
families with pre-school children - to 
home visit for 2-3 hours per week, offering 
emotional and/or practical parent-to- 
parent support. Travel expenses are paid - 
and ongoing supervision / training provided 
CALL 01322 225 100 for details or 
email homestartnwkent@btconnect.com 
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LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


LICENSING ACT 2003: 
Application for Premises Licence 

Notice is hereby given that (a) Edmund Anthony Sargeant 
of (b) The Loft, Evington Park, Elmsted, Kent TN25 5JH 
has applied to Canterbury City Council for the GRANT of 
a (c) Premises License for the sale of alcohol Restaurant 
and Lounge Bar with public dining and lounge bar and 
corporate/private rooms. A warm and inviting atmosphere, 
somewhere to relax with friends or on business. High level 
service and premium food and drink menus. Pre theatre 
show packages offered. - Opening times Monday - Saturday 
11.00 - 00.00 & Sunday 11.00 - 22.00. - The sale of alcohol 
Monday - Saturday 11.00 - 23.40 and Sunday 11.00- 21.40. 
- Recorded (background) music played Monday - Saturday 
11.00. - 00.00 and Sunday 12.00 - 22.00. - Showing of films 
(Silent black and white movies projected as background 
image) Monday - Saturday 11.00 - 00.00 and Sunday 
11.00 - 22.00 - Live music Monday - Saturday 11.00 - 
00.00 and Sunday 11.00 - 22.00 (only used for occasional 
events) - Dance Monday - Saturday 11.00 - 00.00 and 
Sunday 11.00 - 22.00 (only used for occasional events 
Accommodation limited to 200 guests at any one time, for 
the premises (d) Theatre House, Ground Lloor situated at 

(e) 4-6 Orange Street, Canterbury, Kent CT1 2JA. A register 
of licensing applications can be inspected at http://www. 
canterbruy.gov.uk/licensing or at Council Offices, Military 
Road, Canterbury, Kent CT1 1YW tel. 01227 862000 by 
appointment with the Licensing Team between 10am and 
4pm Monday to Lriday. 

Any person wishing to submit representations to my/our 
application must give notice in writing to the address shown 
above, giving in detail the grounds of objection by 

(f) 18/05/2016 

The Council will not entertain representations where 
the writer requests that his identity remains anonymous. 
Copies of all representations will be included in the papers 
presented to the Licensing Panel and will therefore pass into 
the public domain. Representations must relate to one of 
the four Licensing Objectives: the prevention of crime and 
disorder, public safety, the prevention of public nuisance 
and the protection of children from harm. In the case of 
an application for a provisional statement, please note that 
representations will be restricted once a statement has been 
issued. 


LICENSING ACT 2003 
Notice of Application for a 
Premises Licence 

Notice is hereby given that Amelia Estates Limited, 91 
High Street, Maidstone, Kent ME14 1XT has applied 
to the Licensing Partnership PO BOX 182, Sevenoaks, 
Kent TNI 3 1GP on 19 April 2016 for the grant of a 
Premises Licence to use the premises Strawberry Moons, 
28-32 Gabriels Hill, Maidstone, Kent ME 15 6JG for the 
purposes of selling intoxicating liquor for consumption 
on the premises as well as providing hot and cold food 
and snacks and non-alcoholic drinks together with 
provision of the following other licensable activities the 
provision of films, provision of indoor sporting events, 
provision of boxing or wrestling entertainments, live 
music, recorded music, performances of dance and 
anything of a similar description as well as late night 
refreshment and the licensable activities are to be 
undertaken between the hours of 11.00am and 5.00am 
Monday-Sunday inclusive without seasonal variation. 
Any person wishing to view details of an application 
may contact the Licensing Partnership on 01732 
227004. 

Any person wishing to make representations about this 
application should make them in writing on or before 
17 May 2016. 

Licensing Partnership, PO BOX 182, Sevenoaks, Kent 
TN13 1GP. 

licensing @ sevenoaks.gov.uk 
http:pa.sevenoaks.gov.uk/online-licensing/ 

It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a 
false statement in connection with this application, the 
maximum fine on summary conviction being £5,000. 
Gullands, 16 Mill Street, Maidstone, Kent ME15 6XT 
Solicitors on behalf of the applicant 
Ref: 108/82544.9 
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Sport 

Scrapping of toss 
pleases Northeast 

Visiting skippers will now get to decide who bowls first ball... 



Cricket 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


A CHANGE in the rules regarding 
who bowls first in county cricket has 
been hailed by Kent captain Sam 
Northeast ahead of this weekend’s 
trip to Leicestershire. 

The ECB announced this season 
that the visiting captain will be of¬ 
fered the opportunity of bowling 
first, rather than a mandatory coin 
toss. 

Northeast said last year at the 
same venue that abandoning the toss 
might help improve pitches and re¬ 
kindle parity, and it seems ten 
months on, he has got his way. 

“It’s a big step in the right direction 
as I see it,’’ he said. 

“That Leicester game was the last 
straw for me in terms of the type of 
pitches we were coming up against 
on the road in the first half of last 
season. 

“You don’t mind the odd sporting 
pitch here and there, but it was start¬ 
ing to become a general theme wher¬ 
ever we went, so I’m glad something 
has changed. 

“Better pitches will help batsmen 
in general and help spin bowlers 
across the country to get involved in 
four-day cricket again because we 
want to see the likes of James Tred- 
well, Adam Riley and Imran Qayy- 
um winning games for Kent and get¬ 
ting opportunities with England. 

“Division 2 wasn’t in a healthy 
place in my view and I believe the 
ECB’s changes will help, even if this 
isn’t the final solution.” 

Kent have yet to bowl a ball in this 
season’s County Championship after 


all four days were abandoned due to a 
saturated outfield at Worcester a 
fortnight ago. 

Joe Denly faces a fitness test on a 
side strain, but Northeast and his 
side will be boosted by the arrival of 
new signing Tom Latham on Mon¬ 
day, who will be in contention to face 


Glamorgan at The Spitfire Ground, St 
Lawrence on Sunday week. 

This week also saw the retirement 
of batsman Rob Key, who spent his 
entire career with Kent since his 
debut in 1998, and stands as the 
most prolific run scorer at 
Canterbury. 


Dack crowned League One Player of the Year 


Football 


GILLINGHAM’S Bradley Dack was 
crowned League One’s Player of the 
Year at the Football League Awards 
in Manchester on Sunday evening. 

The 22-year-old midfielder, whose 
15 goals and 10 assists this season 
have helped the Gills into the play-off 
places, beat Walsall’s Romaine 
Sawyers and Nicky Ajose, of 
Swindon Town, to the gong. 

“It’s a massive honour to win this 
award,” he said. 

“I owe a lot to my dad and mum 
- she’s watching at home I think. 

“Manager Justin Edinburgh has 
been massive for me since he came 
in, he showed faith in me, so I owe a 
lot to him. 

“We’ve had a great start to the 



GONG: Bradley Dack 


season, nobody expected us to be 
where we are, we now want to go 
and finish the job.” 


The awards were voted for by 
managers of each division’s clubs; all 
those from League One were asked to 
list their top five players from this 
season in order, with the votes added 
up and the top three forming the 
shortlist. 

Previous victors of the award 
include Joe Garner (2015), Jordan 
Rhodes (2012) and Craig Mackail- 
Smith (2011). 

Dack, who recently returned to 
first-team action having been 
sidelined by a hamstring injury, was 
also named in the Football League’s 
Team of the Season, which compris¬ 
es the best 11 players from all three 
divisions. 

Gillingham salvaged a point away 
at Rochdale in the week to keep their 
hopes alive of making the play-offs - 
and promotion to the Championship. 


» Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 
or call Tom Pyman on 01233653477 


Sport Shorts 


All change at Welling 
as relegation is sealed 


WELLING United have announced that 
first team manager Dean Frost has left 
the club by mutual consent after the 
club’s relegation from the National 
League was confirmed last week. 

Mark Goldberg will take on first team 
management responsibilities for the 
remainder of the season with a view to 
potentially taking on ownership of the 
club in the near future. 

A spokesperson for Welling United 
said: “The club wishes to express its 
gratitude to Dean and his assistants 
Barry Ashby and Jamie Turner who have 
also decided to leave. 

“Dean took on the position with the 
club under a serious threat of relegation, 
regrettably results have not been what 
either Dean, or the club, would have 
hoped for and, with relegation now 
confirmed, the club want to start making 
preparations as early as possible for what 
we aim to be a successful season in the 
National South.” 

The Wings have just one fixture 
remaining after this weekend. 



GUTTED: Welling United 



READY: Fighters from Maidstone Boxing Club 

Maidstone boxers to 
descend on Sussex 


BOXING trainer Joe Smith is 
targeting a big night of wins when 
his stable of young fighters step 
through the ropes in west Sussex 
next month. 

Smith will make the trip on May 
14 with four of Maidstone’s hottest 
prospects to compete in the Queens- 
bury Boxing League’s High Stakes 
event. 

“First up we’ve got Lenny Fuller in 


middleweight action, then we’ve got 
Joe Draper who has tremendous 
power,” he said. 

“Our youngest lad on the show is 
Charlie Adams - he’s only 18 but he’s 
got bags of skill. 

“And finally we’ve got Mark 
Hiscott making his competitive 
debut - he’s only been in the gym 
eight months but he’s one of those 
guys who just naturally has talent.” 


141 for Hawkins in first round 


BARRY Hawkins advanced to the 
second round of the snooker world 
championships on Wednesday with a 
comfortable 10-5 win over China’s 
Zhang Anda. 

The Ditton potter first took to the 
table in Sheffield at 7pm on Tuesday 
and finished the job the following 
day, including a 141 break - which 
when going to press was the highest 
of the competition so far. 


He faces a tough test in the last 16, 
however, where he meets old foe 
Ronnie O’Sullivan this weekend, 
who thrashed Hawkins 10-1 in the 
Masters at Alexandra Palace earlier 
this year. 

Hawkins has a good recent record 
at the Crucible, though, having 
reached the final in 2013 and the 
semi-finals in each of the tourna¬ 
ments since. 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

^ Twitter @KentSport ^ Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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01227 767576 uiiiiiii.stGllisonsGlGctrical.co.uk 


EllRONIC! 


ST6LLI50NS 


THIS WEEKS INSTORE DEALS 



Located in the former Barretts 
Digital World building 


Wincheap Industrial Estate, 17 Maynard Road, Canterbury, Kent CT1 3RH | Monday - Saturday 9:00am-6:00pm Sunday 10:00ann-4:00pnn 
sns Kl (Beiiinqff AEG SAMSUNG Blomberg SONY K! m H SIEMENS @eff BOSCH Panasonic #LG [ cnai l 

*T&C’s apply. Selected models only. Sold as an agent for Euronics Limited. All rights reserved. All offers are subject to availability while stocks last. 

Delivery & Installation charges may apply. Prices correct at time of print but can be subject to change. See in store for full details. 
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